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ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF
REMEMBRANCE

Almost 2,000 people from the New York City area packed the auditorium at
Hunter College to commemorate the Holocaust at the Annual Gathering of
Remembrance for Yom Hashoah. Among the speakers were Arye Mekel, Israel’s
consul general in New York, Senator Charles Schumer, and UN Ambassador
John Bolton. Also speaking were DA Robert M. Morgenthau, Sam Bloch, senior
vice president of the American Gathering, Bill Donat of the American Gathering
and Ann Oster, Rita Lerner and David Marwell of the Museum of Jewish Heritage.

The event took place as, in the Middle East, the president of Iran threatened
to wipe Israel off the map while he maneuvered himself into position as a nuclear
power player, and soon after the terrorist group Hamas, was voted in as the
government of Palestine.

Mekel warned that the world needs to take a tougher stance with Iran and
promised that a “strong” and “determined” Israel will never allow another Jewish
Holocaust.

“It’ s important that the world understands that this is not an Israeli issue, it’s
a world problem, and the world must stop Iran,” Mekel said. “At this time, we
would hope that the Security Council of the United Nations would impose
economic and political sanctions against Iran. Let’s be clear: That country cannot,
cannot have nuclear weapons.” Mekel also said Israel will protect Jews from
Iran or terrorist groups such as Hamas or Hezbollah. “We are strong and we are
determined, and our youth is as strong as ever in this noble idea of defending the
Jewish people and the Jewish state,” Mekel said.

POPE BENEDICT XVI
VISITS AUSCHWITZ

Oswiecim, Poland—Pope Benedict XVI
made an urgent plea for global peace and
reconciliation during a landmark visit as
the first German-born pontiff to the
former Nazi German twin death camps
Auschwitz-Birkenau where up to 1.5 million
people, mostly European Jews, were
murdered during the Second World War.

“I have come here today to implore
the grace of reconciliation first from
God, who alone can purify our hearts and
from the men and women who have
suffered here,” the 79-year-old pontiff

said at a  prayer ceremony held under the brilliant arc of a rainbow which appeared
in the sky over the notorious Birkenau death camp, Auschwitz II.

“And I ask for the grace of reconciliation for all who in this moment suffer in
new ways under the power of hatred and hate-induced violence,’ he said. “To
speak in this place of horror, in this place where unprecedented mass crimes
were committed against God and man, is almost impossible,’ said the pontiff.

“And it is particularly difficult and troubling for a Christian for a Pope from
Germany,” he added.

As a 14-year-old, the future pope, Joseph Ratzinger, became a member of
the then mandatory Hitler Jugend, the youth-wing of the Nazi party. Biographical
accounts, however, insist he was an unwilling member and that his Bavarian
Catholic family remained strongly opposed to the Nazi regime.

Earlier the German-born pontiff walked through the Auschwitz camp’s
infamous black wrought-iron Arbeit Macht Frei (Work makes you free) gate.

He then removed his white papal skull-cap and solemnly prayed and placed
a single candle given to him by Auschwitz survivors in front of the camp’s stark
Wall of Death where countless prisoners had been executed.

Pope Benedict follows in the footsteps of Polish-born Pope John Paul II who
in 1979 was the first Roman Catholic pontiff to visit Auschwitz, the site of the
world’s most horrific and systematic genocide. As Cardinal Ratzinger, Pope
Benedict also accompanied John Paul then.

“It was impossible not to come here. It was and is a duty towards those who
suffered here, a duty towards God to stand here as successor of John Paul II and
as a son of the German people,” the pontiff said.

Ninety per cent of the victims were European Jews—men, women and
children. Historians estimate that up to 150,000 ethnic Poles were imprisoned at
the camp, mostly for armed partisan resistance and sabotage against Nazi forces.
Used as slave labourers, approximately half died there.

Like Europe’s Jews, European Roma, or gypsies, were also targeted for
annihilation by Nazi Germany. Up to 1944 some 23,000 European Roma were
deported to Auschwitz. Estimates say only some 2,000 survived. Of the roughly
one million Roma living in Europe prior to World War II, historians estimate the
Nazis killed more than half.

ISRAELI COMPTROLLER
PROBES TREATMENT of
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
By Amiram Barkat, Haaretz Correspondent

Ze’ev Factor, chairman of the Foundation for the Welfare of Holocaust
Survivors. suggested that the Israeli government organize tours of the
concentration camps for bureaucrats who deal with survivors, arguing that this
might make them more sensitive to the survivors’ plight.

State Comptroller Micha Lindenstrauss plans to conduct the first
comprehensive investigation into the government’s treatment of Holocaust
survivors.

He announced the plans at a recent meeting of the Knesset State Control
Committee, which was discussing the government’s failures in this area. The
comptroller invited survivors to meet with him, and announced that his office
would investigate every ministry involved in the issue.

At the committee session, officials from the Foundation for the Welfare of
Holocaust Survivors said the fund had been forced to halt assistance to needy
survivors because the Finance Ministry has transferred only NIS 5.8 million of
the NIS 14 million that Prime Minister Ehud Olmert had promised. “It is
inconceivable that in the State of Israel there should be survivors who suffer the

continued on page 5
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Appeal for E-mail Addresses of Survivors and Their
Descendants

The American Gathering is collecting e-mail addresses of survivors
and their descendants in order to communicate with them in a
more cost-efficient and effective way.

Please send your e-mail address to amgathtogether@aol.com
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Website: www.claimscon.org
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Yom HaShoah Address at the
World Zionist Organization and
Jewish Agency
By Sam E. Bloch

Today is a Day of Remembrance, and we are
all here together to remember and to reflect on
tragic past and present-day realities.  Memory
preserves the threads of a people’s sorrows and
joys, and carries them forth. Forgetfulness betrays
the past as well as the present and the future. That
is why we gathered here today on this solemn
occasion, to remember, and perhaps shed a tear
for so many lives lost in the most barbaric
onslaught in the history of mankind: the
Holocaust.

We will continue calling on people of good
will everywhere to comprehend the magnitude
of human suffering inflicted upon us – the six
million degraded, gassed, burned and buried alive

innocent people. Six million—men, women, children, communities, dreams,
hopes.  How many geniuses of spirit, science and culture and art did we lose?

I speak to you as one who miraculously emerged from the Kingdom of Death.
Our awareness and knowledge does not derive only from reading books, viewing
films or studying history, but from a direct bitter personal experience and
memories, which will remain with us till the end of our days.  And it is this
memory and its implications that we try, in our own small way, to transmit to
others, to those who were not there, and to imbue them with the spirit of
remembrance.

Yes, facts and figures, historic evaluations and studies are important, very
important. But even more important than these is to grasp the real experience of
how we lived, how we died and how we survived—survived to rebuild life and
to tell the tale as living witnesses.  Haunted by nightmares of tormenting memories,
with the aching hearts of mourners, we bend so often down with trepidation, to
see our inner reflections in the outer dehumanized oceans of heartless, veiling
hell upon earth in those dark days.  Can you comprehend the loss of one and a
half million beloved and pure Jewish children, savagely torn from their mothers
and hurled like coal into fiery furnaces?

The burning question persists with a festering wound that cannot heal: How
is it that the free world could not see the enormity of wickedness and mass murder?
How could so many people become accomplices to inexplicable cruelty by
averting eyes, turning away and standing unaffected with impunity, on the soil
soaked with blood of the innocent?  How could they pretend not to see, not to
hear, not wanting to know, not stopping the diabolic crime of genocide, while
millions were murdered over a period of several years?

As long as our hearts keep pumping life, we, the weeping human willows,
the last of the witnesses, will adhere to our vow to remember in thundering quiet
and the most meaningful language of silence, and keep this memory alive.  Meeting
here today, our thoughts go back to the cities of slaughter, to the fires of Auschwitz
and Treblinka, to the crumbling walls of the Warsaw Ghetto, to the mass graves
of Belsen and Babi Yar, and to all places of death and destruction.  Our thoughts
go back to the numerous hiding places in forests and fields, in cellars and attics
of righteous gentiles (why were they so few?), to the over 4000 destroyed Jewish
communities with their people and cultural treasures gone forever.  All that
remained are small circles on the maps with their names.

For us, however, our martyrs will always be with us, not only as shadows.
Yes, we are here to remember all those who perished lonely and forsaken, as

an indifferent world stood by in silence.  We remember all those who perished
on high seas, fleeing from death and denied safe shores.

We also remember the heroes of Israel who sacrificed their lives for the its
defense and security of the Jewish State,  which emerged from the ashes of the
Holocaust and which is the center of our Jewish life today. We remember all the
innocent victims of Arab terrorism in Israel an around the world.

Sen. Charles Schumer and U.N. Ambassador John Bolton also warned about
the dangers of a nuclear-armed Iran. Bolton said that Iran gives fresh meaning to
the Holocaust and its survivors, many of whom were at the event with their
families.

“When a country like Iran seeks a nuclear weapons capability under the

continued on page 4
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(counterclockwise)
Israel Consul General Arye Mekel; UN Ambassador
John Bolton; Survivors candlelighting; American
Gathering Treasurer Max Liebmann; Event organizers:
Executive Director, Museum of Jewish Heritage David
Marwell, American Gathering Senior Vice President
Sam Bloch, Cantor Joseph Malovany, American
Gathering Administrative Director Bill Donat, Museum
Trustees Anne Oster and Rita Lerner; Executive
Director, Museum of Jewish Heritage David Marwell;
the children remember; NYC District Attorney Robert
Morgenthau, Jr., and Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY).

Soviet prisoners, anti-Nazi German citizens,
French resistance fighters, homosexuals and
Jehovah’s Witnesses were among the camp’s other
prisoner and victims.

Auschwitz survivor Jozef Szajna, 84, a renown
Polish artist, painter, award-winning playwrght and
director of the vibrant, experimental Warsaw Theatre
‘Teatr Studio’,  was among the camp survivors invited
to meet Pope Benedict XVI at Auschwitz. Tattooed
with the number 18,729, Szajna was held as a political
prisoner in Auschwitz from 1941 to January 1944.

“This is an optimistic gesture aimed at

to build a mound of “memory and reconciliation,” as
a symbolic foundation for world peace.

As an Auschwitz survivor he also insists that
difficult questions about the apparent indifference of
the Allies and the rest of the world toward the
Holocaust must be asked and answered in order to
come to terms with, and prevent genocide.

“The Allies, England and America, knew about
Auschwitz, but they did nothing—they did not bomb
the railway lines leading to it, or the gas chambers to
stop the systematic killing,” Szajna asks. “Why, were
they indifferent? And why Chechnya? Why Rwanda?
Why ethnic cleansing in Srebrenica? Why?”

reconciliation between nations and between people,”
he told Deutsche Presse-Agentur dpa, describing Pope
Benedict XVI’s call for peace and reconciliation at
the camp. “It builds international and interpersonal
trust and without mutual trust, reconciliation is
incomplete and global peace is impossible,” said
Szajna. “It is the right step in the right direction
towards a catharsis, and the world needs a catharsis
on this issue.”

Szajna himself has called for establishment of an
interactive peace memorial at the twin Auschwitz-
Birkenau camps. According to his idea, visitors to
Auschwitz would bring stones from their homelands

POPE VISITS AUSCHWITZ continued from p.1
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leadership of a man who denies the Holocaust, it is
the reason why this prospect of the proliferation of
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction
weighs so heavily on the president as he
contemplates the risk to the United States and all
of its friends and allies but in particular the risk of
a second, a nuclear, holocaust,” Bolton said.

Schumer bluntly called Ahmadinejad a
“madman.” He also cautioned vigilance in other
places. “In Europe itself,” he said, “we see a
vehement double standard against Israel and the
Jewish people. We see countries recognizing a
government, Hamas, dedicated to killing Jewish
women, children and men.”  Schumer said there
was little difference between the Nazis and Hamas.
Hamas might not use gas like the Nazis, he said,
“but the result is the same.

Sam Bloch delivered his speech in flawless
Yiddish, the candles procession took place, as it
does every year, but this year the line of women
dressed in black was noticeably shorter, a poignant
reminder that soon the eyewitnesses will no longer
be with us.

The commemoration, usually held at Temple
Emmanuel, was founded by the Warsaw Ghetto
Resistance Organization decades ago, is now
sponsored by the Museum of Jewish Heritage and
the American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors.
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Are Holocaust Victims Names Still in Mormon Database?
AP - Jewish leaders in a dispute
with The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints over the
practice of posthumous
baptisms say there is new
evidence that names of Jewish
Holocaust victims continue to
show up in the church’s vast
genealogical database.

“We’ve been dealing with
it for 11 years, since 1995, and
we continue to deal with it,”
said Ernest Michel, a Holocaust
survivor and founding member
of the American Gathering of
Jewish Holocaust Survivors.

A cross-referencing of
more than 1,500 Dutch Jews
whose names should have been
deleted from the church’s
International Genealogical
Index remain in the database,
Michel said.

Over the past three months, the entries were
matched by Salt Lake City researcher Helen Radkey
against a 1995 list of deleted names provided by
church leaders to Michel’s organization, which has
contracted with Radkey for research services since
1999.

Michel, whose parents were posthumously
baptized, said he is in talks with church leaders and
is working on a November meeting date to discuss
the latest findings.

Mormon church spokesman Mike Otterson said
that no meeting had been scheduled, but that Michel
is encouraged to bring his concerns before a working
group of church staff and Jews set up in April 2005
to continue to work out database issues.

“One of the benefits of previous meetings is that
we established an ongoing joint working group that
would address what would appear to be any anomalies,
or anything that appears to be slipping through our
screening process,” Otterson said. “That committee
continues to meet and continues to be the best place
for addressing these concerns.”

Posthumous baptism is sacred rite practiced in
Mormon church temples for the purpose of offering
membership in the church to the deceased. Church
members are encouraged to conduct family
genealogy research and forward their ancestors’
names for baptism.

Church President Gordon B. Hinckley has said
the baptismal rite is only an offer of membership that
can be rejected in the afterlife by individuals.

“So, there’s no injury done to anybody,”
Hinckley told the AP in an interview last November.

But Jews are offended by the practice and in 1995
signed an agreement with Mormon leaders that
should have prevented the names of Holocaust
victims from being added to the genealogical index.
The agreement would also have limited entries of
other Jewish names to those persons who are direct
ancestors of current Mormons.

Also that year, church family history officials
gave Michel a compact disc which they said
contained 380,000 Holocaust victims’ names
removed from church records.

An analysis of the CD by New Jersey-based

Jewish genealogy expert Gary
Mokotoff, however, showed the
CD contained only 247,479
names, of which 31,688 are
duplicates.

Since then Radkey has
documented thousands of
database entries that indicate
the practice of adding names
hasn’t stopped.

In April 2005 five boxes of
Radkey’s research —more than
5,700 entries—were given to
Mormon leaders during a
meeting with Michel and
leaders of the Jewish
community in Salt Lake City.

Afterward, D. Todd
Christofferson, a member of the
church’s leadership group
called the Presidency of the
Seventy, said the two groups

would work toward an arrangement that would not
“compromise our core beliefs and practices,” while
“still addressing the concerns of Jewish leaders.”

The most recent 1,500 names are only a
sampling, Radkey said. But the numbers are sufficient
to raise questions about whether Jewish names were
ever removed from the index, or have be re-entered
into the system, which has an estimated 400 million
records, she said. She also believes the church is
ignoring the “direct ancestor” portion of the
agreement.

“The sheer volume of entries in the IGI of Jewish,
Yiddish names is overwhelming,” said Radkey, who
also noted nearly 1,000 marriage records that raise
similar questions. “You can’t have that number of
obvious Jewish Holocaust victims and say that all of
them are related to Mormons.”

Michel said he has a good personal relationship
with Mormon leaders and appreciates that they
continue to discuss the issue.

“But they did sign (the agreement) and I think
they’ve regretted it ever since,” Michel said.

See comments on this issue at our website:
www.americangathering.com. search for “Mormons”

A few words about the survivors. Their
endurance and spiritual strengths emerged with
dignity from the great catastrophe.  They lost their
families, their homes—everything except their
dignity.  The bitter memories have served for them
not only as a source of grief and sorrow over their
losses, but also as a source of strength and courage
to face life again.  They rebuilt their lives, erected
new homes, raised children, new families and
became useful creative members of society, with
remarkable dedication and commitment to life and
communal causes everywhere.

The story of the Holocaust and its aftermath
should be told and retold constantly.

We must and we shall continue to remind all
those who don’t know, who don’t want to know,
all those who don’t want to be disturbed by such
memories. In doing this and recalling the past we
must reflect at a certain present day realities.

Is antisemitism less prevalent then in the past?
Antisemitism is alive, well and thriving.

Yom HaShoah Address It is antisemitism that brought about and
culminated in the Holocaust.  It started with speeches
of hatred, burning books, shattering windows in Jewish
stores, and burning synagogues and ended with
burning people.  While human history is soaked with
blood and continuing well into the 21st century, the
Holocaust, in its horrifying significance exceeds any
other historical even in the annals of the human race.

In their defiance and spiritual and physical
resistance, the Jews faced conditions that no other
people in occupied Europe were faced with.  Yes,
they fought their battles alone, facing a mighty
enemy, a heartless world, complicity of their
Gentile neighbors and collaborators, and at best
complacency of society and its churches.

There was def iance and resistance of
thousands of men and women in many forms,
showing courage, tenacity, daring, running,
hiding, praying in secret, smuggling food for the
hungry and so on.  There was armed resistance
in many ghettos not only in Warsaw. Each act of
resistance, each uprising even without victory, is
noble exaltation of the human spirit.

We must turn our individual memory into
collective action.  The conclusion we may draw
from the Holocaust, its aftermath and today’s
defiance’s of our tragedy, is the need for vigilance
and for effective political action—education,
legislation and law enforcement, to eradicate the
curse and evil of antisemitism, and all other forms
of bigotry for our society everywhere.  Let us stoop
hate before it is too late.

The legacy of the dead, the memories of the
survivors, the films and plays, the Holocaust
research centers, the school programs,
commemorations like this one here, fulfill a
paramount role in our endeavors of remembrance.
With all our love for the goodness of life, let us
also go on living with the sense of history as
expressed by the Jewish poet-partisan Abba
Kovner on the gate of the Diaspora Museum in
Tel Aviv, “To remember the past, live and protest
the present and trust the future.

Sam E. Bloch is the Senior Vice President of the American
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants.

 continued from p. 2
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Commemoration 2006
By William H. Donat

My first commemoration was a modest one. It
was in 1947 and I was 8 years old. We had recently
come to America and it was at our first Passover here.
My mother put a few potato peelings on the Seder
plate as a reminder of the only thing she and my father
had to eat in Majdanek,
Auschwitz, Radom and Dachau –
nothing more needed to be said.

Since then, my family has
followed this tradition. First my
parents, then my wife and I have
kept up this small gesture of
remembrance. Now my grown
children add potato peels on their
Seder plates, explaining to their
children the terrible reason for
including this small reminder of
the suffering of the Jews in the
concentration camps.

Later, my father wrote the
story of our family’s journey
through the Kingdom of the Holocaust. He wrote it
as testimony for my children, his heirs, and for their
children and, indeed for all adults and children, so
they might understand what his generation had
suffered in “civilized” Europe.

Then, in the early ’60s, Warsaw Ghetto
Resistance Organization undertook to organize a
more formal Commemoration. We’ve been to
Madison Square Garden, to Lincoln Center, and
Temple Emanu-El; and this year we are here, at
Hunter College. Next year…

I was only a child of 5 in the Warsaw Ghetto,
now  I’m becoming an old man; and many of those
survivors who lived through the horror of the Nazi
Genocide are already gone. But I am sure that they
shared my fervent wish that the greatest crime of the
20th century, the degradation and slaughter of
Europe’s Jews must not be forgotten.

To the survivors still among us here today, I
would strongly urge that you tell
and retell your stories to your
children and their children (as
our people retell the story of the
liberation of the Israelites at
Pesach). Convince your children
to become involved and to play
an active role in keeping the
memory alive. Get them, and
their friends to join any of the
organizations that are the co-
sponsors of today’s Commemo-
ration, or any others committed
to the memory, so that we, the
dwindling few survivors, can feel
assured that the loss of our 6

million will be remembered, that the Jewish way of
life that thrived before the war, and that the family
members we never saw again, will not be forgotten.

And to the members of succeeding generations I
would say: Take up this challenging cause, get
involved, we need you. Show us, assure us—the
members of the older generation—that this
Commemoration will go on; that the losses suffered
by my parents and yours, only because they were
Jews, will forever be remembered and mourned by
Jewish people everywhere.

Sixty Years Later
by Romy Golan

The sky lit into sparks of golden fire as the sun
receded behind the trees. The ground darkened, and
uncertainty filled the air. Pulses pumped rapidly as
cold air crept its way around people’s spines.

Shabbat was entering quickly, and they were
prepared to welcome it. With hushed whispers, they
gathered into the main lobby – Hanover was ready
to bless the Sabbath. Men and women separated,
hustling to their reserved spaces.

“All females upstairs, please,” the Cantor
announced. The whispers soon became a loud roar;
voices echoed off each other and reverberated from
the walls. People reunited, greeting long lost friends.
Eyes wide with excited anticipation, people looked
around at vaguely familiar faces. Four loud bangs

sounded from the
pulpit; the room
abruptly plunged
into deafening
silence.

It was hard to
believe that sixty
years ago these
men and women
gathered with
many others at this
very synagogue.
Very few had
survived the
Holocaust, and
those who did had
no place to
worship. Their

beaten faces and disheveled clothing reflected the
broken ark and benches, the burned books, and
shattered windows. Just as the synagogue lost its roof,
many of the worshippers lost their ability to believe.
However, this Friday evening, sixty years later, the
building stood strong, as did its visitors. Their faces
had seen many years, yet these survivors still stood
together. There was not an empty seat to be found.
Generations crowded together, determined to stand
as one and remember. Memory was painful this
evening as harsh and vivid images of the past raced
through everyone’s mind.

“Shema Israel Adoshem Elokeynu, Adoshem
Echod.” The majestic sentence cut through the
emotional reverie, as the Cantor officially began
services. Male voices, noble and strong, joined with
lighter notes as the women joined in, and together
all chanted the holy words. The stained glass
windows reflected the last bits of sunlight and danced
to the powerful tone filling the room.

Earlier, so many different languages could be
heard, each with its own inflections and melody
patterns, yet it was the Hebrew text in the Siddur
that bound everyone that night. Language barriers–
English, Hebrew, Polish, German, and French – were
lost as all joined in Jewish ritual.

I will always remember that poignant scene.
Sixty years after their liberation these valiant souls
opened their hearts to forgive but never to forget.

Romy Golan, a 16-year-old high school junior at the Abraham
Joshua Heschel High School in New York City, attended the
60th anniversary ceremonies commemorating the liberation of
the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp with her grandparents,
who are Holocaust survivors.

Students Protest on
Behalf of Shoah
Survivors
Anat Bershkovsky, Ynet.com (Yediot Achronot)

A group of students demonstrated recently
outside the Knesset, in Beer Sheva and in Sderot, in
protest of the deteriorated living conditions about a
third of the 260,000 Holocaust survivors living in
Israel suffer from.

“The idea came to me on Holocaust
Remembrance Day, when we heard shocking stories
of survivors who live under the poverty line. We felt
we had to do something, that this can’t go on,” Inbal
Zeider, a student at the Ben Gurion University in Beer
Sheva and the woman behind the initiative told Ynet.

The students who took part in the Beer Sheva
protest wore black T-shirts and held up signs
depicting the life stories of Shoah survivors.

Director-general of the Foundation for the
Benefit of Holocaust Victims in Israel, Attorney Ruby
Arbel said that the fund’s budget was not enough to
cover its expenses and to provide for the survivors’
needs: “Help is needed today, because tomorrow the
survivors’ number will drop drastically. We must act
now and not wait… if we can’t even see that they
get diapers, then we have no right to exist,” he stated.

Some survivors joined the students in their
protest in Beer Sheva, wearing a black band on their
arm. One of the victims, Michael Tzarfis, said: “In
the entire world not only are survivors remembered,
they are also offered help. Only in Israel they say
there isn’t enough money. We are old people. Next
time I’m not sure we’ll be sitting here.”

shame of hunger,” Lindenstrauss responded. The
committee urged Finance Minister Abraham
Hirchson to transfer the missing funds immediately.

Survivors who attended the meeting complained
of lengthy delays in processing their assistance
requests from the government. Chairman of an
umbrella association for Holocaust survivors, Noah
Flug, said it was inconceivable that survivors should
be forced to undergo medical checks in order to prove
that they are entitled to compensation. Even the
Germans do not require this, he said.

MK Moshe Gafni (United Torah Judaism) said
he plans to submit a bill eliminating this requirement.
That bill would also forbid the deduction of fees from
allowances received by survivors.

Flug also said some survivors’ organizations,
including one for “Mengele Twins,” were on the
verge of shutting down due to debts.

COMPTROLLER PROBES GOV’T
TREATMENT continued from p. 1

PLEASE SEND YOUR
E-MAIL ADDRESS AND THOSE OF YOUR

FAMILY MEMBERS TO
AMGATHTOGETHER@AOL.COM

YOU CAN ALSO SEND MATERIAL
FOR CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLICATION
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Why Am I Concerned?
By Roman R. Kent

“Whoever Saves A Single Life Is As If One Saves The Entire World”
—the Talmud

How many Jewish organizations have used the above adage at least once—
if not constantly—in order to raise money? Is there a single Jewish organization
that has not incorporated the words Holocaust and Holocaust survivor into its
fundraising program in the past 60 years?

If there is one organization in particular that continually referred to and voiced
these words, it is the Claims Conference. After
all, the genesis of the Claims Conference—the
reason it was organized and exists—is for the
exclusive realization of aims and goals to benefit
Holocaust survivors. Caring for Holocaust
survivors and achieving some form of justice,
imperfect as it might be, is its specific goal.

The Claims Conference is of great
importance to the well-being of the survivors.
For about 40 years, since its inception in 1952,
the Board of Directors, comprised of 22 Jewish
organizations, met once a year, or every second
year, to quietly conduct the affairs of the
organization. Because of its activities, hundreds
of thousands of survivors receive monthly
pensions, which for many, in recent years, has

been their main source of income. The Claims Conference was instrumental in
securing hundreds of millions of dollars for Holocaust survivors, yet, until recently,
did not have any substantial funds of its own to allocate.  This changed drastically
in the last 15 years because of two events:

1) In the late 1980s, the Board of Directors added two survivor organizations
to the Board: the Centre of Organizations of Holocaust Survivors in Israel and
the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors.

2) Because of the reunification of East and West Germany, the Claims
Conference suddenly had access to a substantial amount of capital from the
restitution of Jewish properties in the East.

POVERTY OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
SUBSTANTIATED
(IsraelNN.com) The second research paper in six months on the status of
Holocaust survivors in Israel has substantiated an initial report that more
than one-third of them live in poverty. The Holocaust Survivors’ Welfare
Fund disclosed last December that many survivors, mostly from the former
Soviet bloc, survive without a pension and live on less than $400 a month.A
Myers-Joint Distribution Committee-Brookdale Institute research paper
reveals a similar situation. Students and officials at several universities have
held protest demonstrations following the report.

The Claims Conference then became even more important to the thousands
of survivors who badly needed any and all financial and medical help and to the
Jewish organizations who were members of the Board and wanted some control
of the newly-found funds and their distribution.

What are the reasons for our deep concern? Holocaust survivors are no longer
young. Their average age is 80, and many are older. Sadly, tens of thousands of
them are poor and in need of financial assistance. More important is that they
vitally require medical help—primarily home care.

We believe that most of the funds available to the Claims Conference should
be reserved for home care and medical care for destitute survivors, with some
exceptions made for education and commeoration grants. This would be consistent
with the saying in the Talmud as quoted above. Unfortunately, neither the Jewish
community in the United States and the Israeli government have special
allowances in their budgets to enable needy survivors to spend the last few years
of their lives in some dignity and comfort. Thus, the burden of such help falls
almost exclusively on the shoulders of the Claims Conference. This being the
case, why has the Claims Conference spent millions of dollars over the years for
“educational” purposes instead of providing these monies to help the needy while
they are still alive?

With the above statistics in mind, each member of the Allocation Committee
was asked to ask themselves two simple questions before approving any allocation:

1) Can the money for the applicant be obtained from other sources, and did
the petitioner try and exhaust all possibilities?

2) Can the project be postponed for a year or two so that more money would
be available for the needy survivors?

How can we not be concerned after we hear a rabbi and other committee
members describe how moved and heartbroken they were after visiting sick, ailing
survivors, particularly in Eastern Europe and in many other places?

There is no question that each individual on the Board is a fine, outstanding
person with a deep understanding of the evil of the Holocaust and that each of
them has the intellectual capacity to comprehend the suffering we survivors endured.

At the recent two-day Executive Meeting of the Claims Conference in
Budapest, the first day was confined to business matters and the second day was
used for home visits to sick survivors.

Our concern prevails with full dedication to the well being of our survivors
and their needs yesterday, today and always.

Polish Private Restitution Proposal
The issue of restitution for private property owned by Jews in Poland has

been a problem since the Iron Curtain came down. Community property was
restored in recent years to local Jewish communities, but proposals for
restitution of private property have been rejected in Poland on a regular basis.

Kalman Sultanik, president of the Federation of Polish Jews in the United
States, has kept the torch burning in the attempt to wrest some measure of
justice from the Polish government. Until recently, that government was able
to plead poverty, but no longer.

As a result, a draft resolution was recently announced that for the first time
would allow for financial compensation to claimants and heirs of people of
Polish origin who are not themselves Polish citizens. The latest proposal is for
for between 15-20 percent of the value of the property, instead of a bond for
that percentage, which would not mature for decades. The cost to Poland is an
estimated $10 billion. Still, that small percentage of full market value is
insulting.

“It is outrageous that the Polish government is inheriting 80 percent of the
value of the homes of the few thousand Jews who survived,” said Yehuda Evron,
president of the Holocaust Restitution Committee, which represents potential

heirs in the United States, Israel, Europe, Australia and New Zealand. Many
records of title deed were destroyed, and others are packed away in storage.
Many non-Jewish Poles also have claims against the government, while the
issue of heirless properties must be resolved. Members of the Claims Conference
would like funds from such heirless properties to be used for the “preservation
of Jewish heritage,” while others want those funds used for humanitarian aid
to needy survivors.

Ronald Lauder, former U.S. ambassador to Austria Jewish philanthropist,
art collector and president of the Jewish National Fund, recently bought a Gustav
Klimpt painting stolen by the Nazis and returned to its owners for a record-
breaking $135 million—the most ever paid for a painting. The painting, a portrait
of a Viennese Jewish woman, Adele Bloch-Bauer, was involved in a battle with
Austrian authorities for its return to the heirs of the family that owned it before
the Holocaust. Last January, the courts agreed to return the Klimt and four others
to Maria Altmann, the subject’s niece and the other heirs.

Lauder, who was also a president of the Conference of Presidents, told the
New York Times that the portrait was “our Mona Lisa.” He and his brother are
founders of the five-year-old Neue Galerie, a museum at Fifth Avenue and 86th
Street devoted entirely to German and Austrian fine and decorative arts. It is

housed in the former Vanderbilt
Mansion that served as a home
for YIVO, the Yiddish institute,
for many years.

The heirs were able to
recover some of the works of art
stolen from their family by the
Nazis when they fled the
Anschluss, but the Austrian
courts decided that Mrs. Bloch-
Bauer’s will had left the Klimts
to Austria. In 1998, Hubertus

Czernin, a journalist working for the Boston Globe found the original documents
(see In Memoriam) that determined the outcome of the case and proved the
family’s ownership.

LAUDER BUYS RECOVERED PORTRAIT
FOR RECORD-BREAKING $135 MILLION
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The Survivors Registry maintains the single most comprehensive
listing of Holocaust survivors in the world. The Registry has existed for
over a decade and currently contains over 185,000 names of survivors
and their spouses and descendants (including children, their spouses, and
grandchildren).

Visitors to the Registry’s public area at the Holocaust Museum can
access basic information about survivors and their family members via
touch-screen computers. This information is based on registration forms
submitted by survivors and their relatives, and includes birthplace and
location before and during the war, as well as maiden or prewar names.
The Registry is an invaluable resource for survivors still searching for
family and friends, as well as for historians and genealogists. Further
information can be found at www.americangathering.com.

We would be grateful—and it would be a great benefit American
Gathering members as they continue to search for missing relatives—if
you could distribute our registration forms to your members of your
families, in case some of them are not yet listed in the Registry. Registration
forms are available in Hebrew and several additional languages as well
as in English.

Contact: Max Liebmann
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
212-239-4230

THE AMERICAN GATHERING AND
U.S. HOLOCAUST

MEMORIAL MUSEUM
SEEKS SURVIVOR NAMES FOR

REGISTRY

NOTICE TO HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS
NEEDING ASSISTANCE

Financial assistance is available for needy Holocaust
survivors.  If you have an urgent situation regarding
housing, health care, food or other emergency, you may
be eligible for a grant. These grants are funded by the
Claims Conference.

If there is a Jewish Family Service agency in your
area, please discuss your situation with them. If you live
outside the New York City metropolitan area and if there
is no such agency where you live, mail a written inquiry
describing your situation to:

Emergency Holocaust Survivor Assistance
P.O. Box 765
Murray Hill Station
New York, NY 10156

CLAIMS CONFERENCE
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany

The information pr esented herein is intended for information purposes only and solely as a general guide. The information is not intended as legal
advice and is not legally binding. It is a summary of specific issues and does not represent a definitive or complete statement of the programs and
policies of the agencies mentioned. The information may not address the special needs, interests and circumstances of individual recipients. Individual
situations differ and recipients are urged to seek individual advice. Individuals seeking specific information on a program are urged to contact the
relevant program or to consult their social service agency or help center representative.
For more information: www.claimscon.org or http://www.americangathering.com/?p=645

HUNGARIAN COMPENSATION:
APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED
Hungarian Holocaust Survivors and Victims’ Kin May Apply For
Government Payments
New application forms for a Holocaust compensation payment from the Hungarian
government are now available, and will be accepted through July 31, 2006.

The Hungarian government announced the re-opening of the compensation
program at the meeting in Budapest last month of the Claims Conference.
Information in English, Hungarian, and Hebrew is on the website of the Claims
Conference, www.claimscon.org. Application forms are available on the website
of the Hungarian Central Restitution Bureau, http://www.karpotlas.hu/adatlap/
karpotlas_adatlap_2006.pdf, or by writing to the bureau at:

Kozponti Karrendezesi Iroda
1116 Budapest

Hauszmann Alajos utca 1.
Tel: +36-1-371-8900

E-mail: info@karpotlas.hu
The material posted on the Claims Conference website is for information

purposes only. This program is administered by the Hungarian government and
the official information and application form is provided by the Hungarian Central
Restitution Bureau. Only the Hungarian version of the application form and
instructions are official documents and no responsibility can be accepted arising
from use of any translations done by the Claims Conference.

In 1997, the government of Hungary established a compensation program
for Holocaust survivors and victims’ relatives, which was originally to pay
approximately $150 for each parent killed during the Holocaust and $70 for each
sibling (“Compensation for Loss of Life by Political Persecution”). Following
efforts to raise the amount of compensation, the Hungarian government provided
acknowledgement payments of around $1,800 (400,000 forints) per deceased to
be divided among any surviving parents, spouses, children or siblings.

However, this increased payment was limited to those survivors and relatives
of Holocaust victims who had already applied for the original payment announced
in 1997. The application period had been between June and October 1997. There
were many relatives of Holocaust victims who did not apply during this initial
four-month filing period.

The Claims Conference and WJRO continuously pressed the Hungarian
government to re-open the claims process so that more victims’ relatives could
apply for the increased compensation. The Hungarian government has now
enacted Act XLVII of 2006, opening the claim period to new applications for
four months.

COMPENSATION AWARDED FOR TUNISIAN PRISON
CAMP INMATES
By Toby Axelrod (JTA) - Former inmates of Nazi prison camps in Tunisia may
now apply for compensation following negotiations between the Claims
Conference and Germany’s Finance Ministry. Germany committed some $280
million to this and several related causes. “It is the first time that the suffering of
women and children in Tunisia has been recognized,” Gideon Taylor, the Claims
Conference’s executive vice president.

Former internees in Gabes, Marcia-Plage and Tniet-Agarev in Tunisia will be
eligible for payments of about $320 per month under the Article 2 Fund if they
meet other German-mandated eligibility requirements. Information on eligibility
criteria is available at www.claimscon.org. Additional compensation and social
service funds will cover certain Western Europeans who have not received
compensation, as well as increased funding for survivors’ home care, Taylor said.

In addition, Article 2 payments also will be applied to 4,000 new claimants
from certain Western European countries whose eligibility was established after
negotiations in 2003. This will result in an 8 percent increase in the number of
people receiving Article 2 payments, which currently stands at 49,000.
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TEACHING ISRAELI KIDS: THE
HOLOCAUST AS JUDAISM
Rina Castelnuovo for The New York Times
TEL AVIV  — Shir Seniora, 16, returned from a
class trip to former concentration camps in Poland
haunted by images of fellow Jews herded into gas
chambers.

“They showed us where the gas was piped in
and you realize that you yourself are in a gas
chamber and your breath just stops,” he said. “We
are taught about it, but being there it brings it all
together in one place.”

The trips are one way that Israel, 58 years after
its establishment in the shadow of the Holocaust,
is trying to cope with the fading of history,
especially as the number of survivors—and
perpetrators—dwindles. Another approach is to
bring Israeli youths together with survivors.
Teenagers tend to listen to even the smallest details
of the survivors’ stories, knowing they will be the
last generation to personally know those who lived
through the Holocaust. Tom Segev, a journalist who
explored Israel’s complex relationship with the
Holocaust in a book, The Seventh Million, said
preserving the memory of the Holocaust was one
of the few subjects that binds Israeli society.

DR. MICHAEL BERENBAUM
KEYNOTER AT HOLOCAUST
EDUCATION SUMMER
TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE

Dr. Michael Berenbaum was the featured speaker at
the Holocaust Documentation and Education
Center’s university-accredited, week-long Summer
Teacher Institute on Holocaust Education. This
institute, which targets educators in Miami-Dade and
Broward Counties, took place from June 5 - June 9,
2006 at Nova Southeastern University.

Dr. Berenbaum is currently a Professor of
Theology at the University of Judaism. As former
president and Chief Executive Officer of Survivors
of the Shoah Visual History Foundation, Dr.
Berenbaum has also served as the Director of the
Research Institute of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum. He is currently serving as the
museum consultant for the Holocaust Documen-tation
and Education Center’s museum. The new building
at 2031 Harrison Street in Hollywood, Florida, which
will house the first South Florida Holocaust Museum,
was recently dedicated. The museum is scheduled to
open in November 2007.

TEACHERS
PROGRAM 2006
Teachers from across USA
Participate in Summer 2006
Holocaust and Jewish
Resistance Teachers
Program
 by Arieh Lebowitz, Jewish Labor Committee
 

Readers of  TOGETHER may remember
that after much soul-searching and
deliberation, the Summer Seminars of our
Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers
Program were suspended for three years due
to the constant threat of suicide bombers in
Israel and terrorism worldwide.  In 2005, we
renewed our Summer Seminars—but for
security reasons, we were forced to make
certain changes to the seminar’s itinerary,
and the group went to Poland and the Czech
Republic, two countries rich in pre-war
Jewish culture and history—and concluded
in Washington, DC, with study at the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum.

I am pleased to report that those who
plan and organize our internationally acclaimed
Teachers Program have decided to not only hold our
2006 Summer Seminar, but to return to our pattern
of study in Poland and Israel.

Vladka Meed, Founder and Program Director,
and her husband Benjamin Meed, President of the
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors,
have devoted an amazing amount of energy since the

program’s inception in 1984 not only conceiving this
program, but to their ongoing determination to
nurture it all these years.  Today, they note with pride
that many tens of thousands of secondary school
students across the United States have been taught
by our amazing alumni, many of whom are active in
Holocaust education in public school classrooms,
as well as in community commemorations and
educational endeavors, and in-service and other
training to assist their fellow teachers, including
participation in local, statewide, national and even
international conferences that include a focus on
the Holocaust and Jewish resistance in its many
forms.

Elaine Culbertson, an educator, a child of
Holocaust survivors, and an alumna of the program

as wel l ,  wi l l  again be t ravel ing wi th the
teachers this summer.  She noted that “all of us
who have had the opportunity to participate in
this unique Summer Seminar,  and al l  the
children we have taught during the past twenty
years, owe Vladka a debt of grati tude for
changing all of our lives.”

 And so, on July 6th, a new group of teachers
staff will be meeting in Newark, NJ, and after

a brief orientation / send-off, the group will
be traveling for three weeks, first in Poland, and
then in Israel.

 In Poland, the group will be in Warsaw, Lublin
and Krakow, hearing lecturers at a number of
institutions in or near these communities, with visits
to Jewish historic sites, museums, former ghettoes
and death camps, such as Majdanek, Auschwitz and
Birkenau,

 In Israel, “our” teachers will be studying with
prominent scholars and hear first-hand testimony
from survivors at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, and at
the Ghetto Fighters Study Center at Kibbutz
Lohamei HaGeta’ot.

 The goals of the program, and in specific our
summer seminars, are simple: to advance

education in U.S. secondary schools about
the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance; to
deepen teachers’ knowledge and strengthen
their ability to implement Holocaust
studies in their classrooms; to teach each
new generation about the Holocaust and
Jewish resistance in all of its forms, so that
they will know and understand what
happened during those shattering years;
and to further educational activities which
use the lessons of the past as warnings for
the present, and the future.   

Our curriculum includes martyrdom and
the struggle for survival in Jewish history;
Jewish life in pre-war Europe as well as life
during the Holocaust years, including the
situation in the ghettoes and the camps; the
Final Solution; reaction of the ‘free world’;
post-war impact of the Holocaust, and the
Holocaust in literature and art. 

Our program is sponsored by American
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, the
American Federation of Teachers, and the Educators
Chapter of the Jewish Labor Committee.  It receives
generous support of the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany, the Atran
Foundation, the Gruss Life Monument Funds,
and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.

The Holocaust
Documentation and
Education Center, on
behalf of the Commis-
sioner’s Task Force
on Holocaust
Education, was
commissioned to
develop a resource
manual on character
education for kin-
dergarten through
grade three, one for
social responsibility
and character edu-

cation for grades 4 – 6, as well as a manual for grades
9 - 12. Teachers will receive copies for their grade
levels as well as a variety of materials to be used in
their classrooms. A manual for grades 7 – 8 is also
available. All resource manuals can be found on the
Center’s website at www.hdec.org.

A portion of the institute will be devoted entirely
to methodology, strategies, and resources for teaching
the Holocaust.
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CHARLOTTE KNOBLOCH, CC BOARD MEMBER, ELECTED
PRESIDENT OF GERMANY’S JEWISH COMMUNITY
A Holocaust survivor was recently elected president of the Central Council of
German Jews, the main Jewish organization representing more than 100,000
Jews living in the country.

Charlotte Knobloch, who narrowly survived the Nazi era by hiding at a farm
in northern Bavaria, has been outspoken in favor of banning right-wing extremist
parties in Germany, including the far-right National Democratic Party (NPD).
The 73-year-old criticized Berlin for not being forceful enough in its fight against
neo-Nazi extremism. The German-Jewish weekly Juedische Allgemeine described
Kobloch as “a straight-talking woman.”

Knobloch became vice president of the group in 1997, and will succeed Paul
Spiegel, who died in April after a long battle with leukemia. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel welcomed Knobloch’s election, underlined her “active and tireless
engagement”, and pledged cooperation with the council, said deputy government
spokesman Thomas Steg.

When the council was founded in 1950, there were only 15,000 Jews left in
Germany.

BLACK ANTISEMITES STORM PARIS JEWISH QUARTER
by Nidra Poller
Recently, 30 angry black men stormed into the heart of the old Jewish quarter on
Rue de Rosiers, terrorizing residents, shopkeepers, and Sunday strollers. The
self-styled militia of the Ka Tribe, a black separatist group originally connected
to the no-longer funny black comic Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, embodied the
worst fears of a Jewish community. The Ka Tribe is the lunatic fringe of a broad
antisemitic movement originally inspired by Dieudonné, who has become a hero
to a segment of black French society by focusing resentment on Jews.

The French government shut down the group’s website two days after the
rue des Rosiers incursion when 30 men in paramilitary formation stormed into
rue des Rosiers, shouting threats and insults against Jews. Some wore boxer’s
mouthpieces and leather gloves with brass knuckles. Frantic calls to the police
were met with:  “Yes, we have been informed.”

The men stomped and shouted for 20 minutes. Some shopkeepers lowered
their metal shutters as soon as they saw the hostile group round the corner at rue
Vieille du Temple and march into rue des Rosiers. Others took people into their
boutiques. Some witnesses reported seeing baseball bats, sticks, and knives.
Others suspected their presence under thick black jackets; all believed that these
men were capable of committing a massacre. The police did not come until the
militia had left. They collared some members of the group later, close to their
Belleville headquarters, questioned and released them.

Earlier on May 19, the Ka militia stormed a gym in the 9th arrondissement
looking for Betar and Jewish Defense League “strongmen.” There they terrorized
kids (non-Jewish ones, as it happened) learning an Israeli martial art. The Ka
packaged the rue des Rosiers incursion as a pre-arranged showdown with the
“Zionist extremists” and later announced a knockout victory because the
“extremists” didn’t show up.

The French government has tolerated the Ka for years, but their  increasingly
vehement threats against Interior Minister Sarkozy and the show of force in the
Jewish quarter has provoked a response. The interior minister visited the rue des
Rosiers to show his support and promise results. He called for a criminal
investigation and eventual dissolution of the group. Outside the ORT school,
where the minister met with residents, a dapper gray-haired shop owner said,
with  dignified regret, “It’s over for Jews in France.” And added, “The police
told me...they said it’s over for  us...they can’t handle this problem. ...It’s too
late.”

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS ARE MORE LIKELY TO GET
FATAL CANCERS
From New Scientist
Holocaust survivors are more likely to get fatal cancer, according to a large Israeli
study. The researchers suspect that the cancers are most likely caused by the
near-starvation of European Jews during the Second World War.

Nani Vine Raviv and his colleagues at the University of Haifa, Israel, looked
at the incidence and death rate from cancer in around four million Israelis of
European origin – comparing those who emigrated from Europe before 1939
with those who arrived in Israel after the war ended in 1945.

Those who had been in Europe during the Holocaust were more than twice as
likely to suffer cancer later in life, and up to 13% less likely to survive the disease.
Some cancers were particularly common among Holocaust survivors, they found. For
example, cancer of the large intestine was nine times as likely to afflict male survivors.

The age at which Jewish people
experienced the Holocaust was important,
says Micha Barchana of Israel’s National
Cancer Registry, who was also involved in
the study. “Girls who were less than 10 years
old during the war were twice as likely to get
breast cancer as those who were adults at the
time,” he told New Scientist.

Mental stress, bereavement and post-traumatic stress disorder may explain
the increased rate of lung cancer in survivors, Barchana says, because sufferers
are more likely to smoke as a result, “but there is little evidence in the scientific
literature for a [direct] link between stress and cancer later in life.”

Instead, he believes malnutrition and near-starvation are responsible for the
cancer legacy, although the biological mechanism is unclear. “Many people
survived on 300 to 600 calories per day, and it may be that growth and normal
hormone development were affected, which could have some link to cancer rates,”
he suggests.

BULGARIAN HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS STILL WITH NO
COMPENSATION
Bureaucratic hurdles stand in the way of dozens of Bulgarian Jews entitled to
reparations despite the fact that they were “only” expelled from their homes and
not taken to concentration camps, writes Ynetnews, part of Israel’s largest media
company Yedioth Group.  At the beginning of October last year an Israeli Supreme
Court ruled that Bulgarian Jews who were ordered to resettle in frontier towns
during World War II are eligible, in principle, for compensation by the Israeli
government. The precedent-setting ruling was in accordance with the Disabled
Victims of Nazi Persecution Law. Since the passing of the Reparation Law in
1957, the survivors didn’t receive any compensation from the German
government, for the reason that they were in fact expelled from their homes in
Bulgaria but were not sent to concentration camps. The court decision did reverse
that historic injustice, but recently the survivors received a letter saying they
must expose their medical files if they want to receive the compensation (NIS
1050, or USD 234 a month). The letter specified, they needed to prove that they
were indeed persecuted by the Nazis and as a result suffer from 25% mental
disability.

Some 7,000 Bulgarian Jews live in Israel today.

HITLER’S BUNKER REVEALED
BERLIN (Reuters) – In June, a Berlin-based history society unveiled an
information sign at the site of Hitler’s
underground bunker, marking for the first time
exactly where the Nazi leader took his life at
the end of World War Two. Just 200 metres
(yards) away from Germany’s memorial to the
Jewish victims of the Holocaust, the Berlin
Underworlds society has erected a sign giving
details of the layout and construction of the
bunker—since buried under a carpark.
“V isitors to this area…have until now never
received information about this site,” Dietmar
Arnold, head of the Berlin Underworlds
organization, told reporters. The society, which
runs guided tours of Berlin’s network of
underground bomb shelters, said the plaque
was designed to dispel myths about the
underground shelter where Hitler killed
himself on April 30, 1945—hastening an end to World War II in Europe.

YAD VASHEM CHAIRMAN URGES PM TO LET DARFUR
REFUGEES STAY IN ISRAEL
Haaretz
The chairman of the Yad Vashem Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance
Authority, Avner Shalev, called on Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to allow refugees
from the war-torn Darfur region of Sudan to remain Israel. In a letter to Olmert,
Shalev wrote that, “as members of the Jewish people, for whom the memory of
the Holocaust burns, we cannot stand by as the refugees from the genocide in
Darfur hammer on our doors. The memories of the past and Jewish values compel
us to show solidarity with the persecuted.”

Shalev pointed out that during the Holocaust, countries such as Australia,

continued on p. 10
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continued from p. 9

Canada and Britain cited security reasons
when they sent Jews escaping the Nazis to
detention camps. In early May, Holocaust
researcher Professor Yehuda Bauer, an

academic advisor to Yad Vashem, added his name to a High Court petition brought
by the Hotline for Migrant Workers against the Israel Defense Forces Head of
Operations Directorate, Brigadier General Gadi Eisencott, who signed an order
to expel 31 Sudanese refugees from the Darfur region without giving them the
right to make their case.

Bauer explains Darfur like this: “NATO is twiddling its thumbs. The
organization says it is willing to provide the Africans with technical assistance.
The poor Africans don’t know what to do with that. The United Nations said it
would send troops over. When? When it has the money and the soldiers. When
it works out a plan. When Sudan agrees. Now that is really ridiculous. The
Sudanese government is going to agree to have a UN force patrolling the region
to keep people from being murdered? International action is being stymied by
the Chinese veto. The Chinese have oil concessions in southern Sudan. Oil is
their l ifeline. Their economic interests override any humanitarian
considerations, if they exist at all. The Russians are supplying the Sudanese
with weapons in exchange for cash that Sudan is getting from China.”

If the international community has intervened to prevent genocide, the
victims have almost always been white.

The High Court of Justice ruled that the state cannot hold Sudanese refugees
in administrative detention without judicial review, and ordered it to finalize
plans to bring the prisoners before a judge or other judicial authority within 30
days.

U.S. AMBASSADOR TACKLES HOLOCAUST ISSUE
IN ROMANIA
U.S. Ambassador to Romania Nicholas
Taubman and Deputy Director of the United
States Department of State’s Office for
Holocaust Issues, Elizabeth Nakian, attended
the Combating Antisemitism and Remembering
the Holocaust roundtable organized at the Elie
Wiesel National Institute for the Study of the
Holocaust in Romania.

Taubman told attendees: “Of the six million
Jews killed during the Holocaust, some 400,000
hailed from what is today part of Romania, or
once was. Those who perpetrated this crime
against humanity sought to destroy not only a
large and vibrant Jewish population but also
other minorities, including the Roma. Incredibly,

there are still some people in the world and Romania today who deny this atrocity
and who perpetuate anti-Semitism, xenophobia, and other forms of hate against
minorities.”

GRODNO CELEBRATES TORAH SCROLL
GRODNO, Belarus—The Grodno Jewish community welcomed a new Torah
scroll into the Synagogue for the first time since World War II. The city of Grodno
boasts centuries of Jewish history and famous Jews, most of whom perished in
the Holocaust.  With a shower of blessings and cheerful music, the colorful
procession strode with the scroll towards the Synagogue along the city’s central
street cleared by the local police.

KIELCE MEMORIAL
KIELCE, Poland (JTA)—New York-born artist Jack Sal, American son of
Holocaust survivors, is creating Kielce’s first permanent memorial to Poland’s
most infamous episode of postwar violence against Jews. The monument will be
unveiled July 4, the 60th anniversary of the so-called Kielce pogrom, an attack
by a Polish mob that killed 42 Holocaust survivors and injured another 50 or so.
The site is prominently located near the center of town, halfway between the
modest building at 7/9 Planty Street where the pogrom took place, and Kielce’s
former synagogue, which now serves as the local archives. Kielce city authorities
provided the site, while the monument’s construction is being financed by the
U.S. Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad. The Polish
government made an official apology for the pogrom 10 years ago, on the 50th
anniversary of the attack, but during that ceremony Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel

bluntly raised the issues and questions that had blighted the memory of Kielce
for half a century. The memorial will be shaped like a big number seven, lying on
its side, to recall both the address on Planty Street and the month of July—the
location and time of the pogrom.

GOLD TRAIN ARCHIVE SET
The US Holocaust Memorial Museum and Yad Vashem will each be given
$500,000 to compile Hungarian Holocaust documents and artifacts.

As part of the settlement of the historic “Gold Train” lawsuit, United
States Judge Patricia A. Seitz has approved a plan submitted by plaintiffs’
counsel to provide $500,000 to museums in the US and Israel to establish
and compile an archive of records and artifacts documenting the Gold Train
events, as well as the fate of Hungarian Jews in the Holocaust.

The institutions selected, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
in Washington, D.C., and Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’
Remembrance Authority, will each receive $250,000 for use in compiling
and managing the archive, in accordance with the settlement by the US
government of the “Gold Train” class action lawsuit brought by Hungarian
Holocaust survivors and their heirs.

GERMANY UPDATES OFFICIAL LIST OF JEWS
KILLED IN HOLOCAUST
Germany recently published a new list of names of all the known German Jews
murdered in the Holocaust in the Second World War as an update to a list with
only victims from former West Germany published 20 years ago.

The four-volume book, containing 150,000 names in alphabetical order along
with vital data and dates of detention, now includes the names of Jews who had
lived in eastern Germany and parts of modern-day Poland which were controlled
by Germany before the Second World War. According to historians, up to 600,000
Jews lived in Germany before the war. The new list contains a complete list of
the mass “deportations” from pre-war Germany, Austria and three parts of the
modern Czech Republic — the Sudetenland, Bohemia and Moravia. The updating
work was done after finding new documents following the German reunification
in 1990, with the help of survivors and relatives of Holocaust victims and private
historians, the Federal Archives said.

CZECHS DISCUSS HOLOCAUST DENIAL
By Michael Longaro
In Prague, Holocaust denial was recently discussed at a public debate held at the
Austrian Cultural Forum.  It was prompted by the recent publication of the Czech
translation of Dr. Robert Jan Van Pelt and Dr. Deborah Dwork’s seminal work
Auschwitz: 1270 to the Present. Realizing that the arrival of such a book would
initiate discussion, Agro Publishing house and Agora-Central Europe, in
conjunction with the newspapers Lidove Noviny and Respekt, organized the event.

Public debates are not commonplace in Czech society; therefore, the non-
governmental organization Agora Central
Europe puts together debates in an effort to
improve civic involvement. I spoke with their
representative Vojtech Ripka.

“The rare thing about our debates is that
the people which are normally seen as
audience are involved and expected to express
their opinion, not just to ask simple questions
or listen to the panelists. I believe that we may
raise some attention to the public issues not
just for the audience to be passive consumers
but also to be involved and maybe even to feel
that their expressed views are listened to and
considered as valuable.”

A panel of experts including Dr. Van Pelt,
the director of the Jewish Museum Leo Pavlat,
the professor of International Relations Dr.
Pavel Barsa, and assistant to the constitutional court Petr Cerny answered
questions from the audience on a variety of issues including the plight of the
Roma, which Mr. Van Pelt says was largely neglected in the Holocaust
historiography until a decade ago. Surveys by the American Jewish Committee
indicate that Czechs are well aware that the Holocaust occurred, but are less sure
of specifics including the numbers of Jewish and Roma victims. Though the
dialogue during the debate was unfocussed, it nevertheless illustrated the
importance of public discussion in the creation of a civil society in the Czech
Republic.

Robert Jan Van Pelt
photo: www.wsherc.org
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DNA TO REUNITE HOLOCAUST FAMILIES
TUCSON—DNA procedures may soon be used to help reunite Jewish families
shattered by the Holocaust.

The DNA Shoah project was founded by Syd Mandelbaum, a son of survivors
of the Holocaust, and Michael Hammer, a University of Arizona geneticist.
Mandelbaum was one of the original members of the International Network of
Children of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, Inc. founded in 1981.

Mandelbaum and Hammer want to establish a DNA database of survivors to
be used in identifying some of the Holocaust-era remains recently discovered in
Poland, Germany, and elsewhere in Europe. Another goal is to reunite some of
the roughly 10,000 Holocaust orphans who were sent abroad after the war with
family members.

The project will use tools developed to identify victims of the Sept. 11, 2001
World Trade Center attack and the December 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. Those
forensic procedures can cope with badly degraded DNA samples, such as those
found in Holocaust remains.

The project is detailed in the current issue of the journal Nature.

HOLOCAUST DENIER GETS 160,000 VOTES
Montgomery, AL - Larry Darby believes that Jews exaggerated the Holocaust,
that the country should be all white and that illegal immigrants should be shot on
sight. In the recent Democratic primary in Madison County, Darby received more
votes than his opponent for attorney general Mobile County District Attorney
John Tyson Jr.

WEBSITE AIMS TO GET NAZI-LOOTED ART BACK
CBC Arts-www .lostart.de
Swift-Find, an online registry of valuables, has created a database where families
who have lost art can post information, and auction houses or museums that
question the provenance of a work can check it out. Its Looted Art Project is led
by Shauna Isaac, who has worked with governments and agencies to create a
database of looted art. When the Nazis controlled Europe, they looted cultural
objects from every country they occupied. The Allies collected plundered works
in Munich after the war and returned most artworks to the country of origin of
the artist. Many countries placed unclaimed works into museums.

ST. LOUIS HOLOCAUST MUSEUM CONTEST DRAWS
HUNDREDS OF ENTRIES
This year’s Holocaust Museum and Learning Center Art and Writing Contest
received 210 submissions in writing and 90 submissions in art, with entries
from across the bi-state area, as well as from Indiana, Wisconsin, New York
and California. “The HMLC’s art and writing contest, now in its fourth year,
has become one of the museum’s most successful and important programs,”
said Rachel Katzman, the program’s coordinator, “because it gives our student
visitors an opportunity to respond creatively to their visit and their study of the
Holocaust. It also allows teachers to develop follow-up projects in the
classroom and cause the history and lessons of the Holocaust to resonate
beyond the museum visit.”

TEMPLE BUILDS MEMORIAL GARDEN AND FOUNTAIN
Sharon, MA -Temple Sinai Holocaust Memorial Fountain and Garden were built
through the generous donation of personal time, labor, and funds of numerous
Temple Sinai members – young and old alike. In the spring of 2002 Temple Sinai
congregants made this beautiful garden a reality. Dozens of volunteers had
sketched the design and then dug the many holes, planted the trees, shrubs and
flower bulbs, and carried and laid the stones that form the curved wall. The
fountain at the garden’s center was inspired by the experience of Jacqueline
Fleishman who lost much of her family to the Holocaust.

SWASTIKAS PLAGUE PITTSFIELD
http://rogovoy.com/news1178.html
The Berkshire Eagle reported on the latest in a series of growing attacks featuring
Nazi swastikas targeting Jewish schools and businesses throughout the city of
Pittsfield—which is rushing to get ready for the summer tourist season, touting
newly opened theaters and restaurants and residential and commercial renovations
all leading to a much-touted revival of its downtown, the city has suddenly become
plagued by a series of anti-Jewish vandalism attacks that could mar the city’s
reputation for welcoming tourists, many of whom come from the heavily Jewish
New York metropolitan region, to its gritty, post-industrial streets.

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
SPEAKS AT THE
CLINTON LIBRARY
Little Rock, AK: She was only 11 years old
when German troops invaded her country,
seized her family’s business and ultimately
killed her father and little brother. It was the beginning of a horrific five years for
Tania Rozmaryn, but she survived the Holocaust and she told her story to
Arkansans at the W.J. Clinton Presidential Library to help them remember. Tania
says she tells young people to be aware and not to let evil forces take over. She
escaped death perhaps by only a matter of minutes. She her mother and older
sister were sent on a death march in January of 1945, when Tania contracted
typhus and lost consciousness. When she woke up, Soviet troops had liberated
them. Tania came to the United States wanting to be a teacher. She became a
marriage counselor and now tells kids they can become all they want to be. “I tell
them...they could be astronauts.” The message, she says, is that people should
not be apathetic....”

Other survivors who in the last few months have made the effort to speak
about their experiences in classrooms, museums and at Holocaust
commemorations around the world include:
Alice Kern, Portland, OR
Sol Lurie,Edison, NJ
Diet Eman, Allendale, NJ
Rina Finder, Hudson, NY
Sarah Hauptman, Colorado Springs, CO
Hanne Liebmann, Queens, NY
Sid Cyngiser, Calgary, CANADA
Marion Blumenthal Lazan, Elmira, NY
Pete Metzelaar, Seattle, WA
Peter Fischl, Chino Hills, CA
Michel Margosis, USHMM
Susan Warsinger, USHMM
Charles Stein, USHMM
Bea Karp, La Vista, CA

David Faber, for the Navy in California
Gabrielle Silten, Pomona, CA

Al Katz, Lakewood Ranch, FL
Andrew Hartman, Hollywood, FL
Joseph Neustadt of Calabasas, CA

Dr. Erica Miller of Hidden Hills, CA
Henry Eichenbaum, Cherry Hill NJ

Melvin Federbush, White Plains, NY
Jean (Adler) Malkischer,

Hopewell Junction, NJ
Severin Fayerman, Boyertown, PA

Roman Kent, NYC, NY
Sam Bloch, NYC, NY

Ernest Michel, NYC, NY
William H. Donat, Westchester, NY

My Dog Lala is a story that Roman Kent has
been telling teachers all over the world for
more than 20 years. It is the story of his life
as a well-to-do young boy in Lodz, Poland,
and his relationship with Lala, a lively little
dog who never deserted the family. From city
life to country life, from riches to poverty,
from freedom to capitivity, no matter the
weather, the time of day or the danger to
herself, Lala was loyal until the very end.

This book makes an excellent classroom
tool because it is a bittersweet story packed
with lessons of tolerance, sharing and caring
that would be perfect in English Literature

and Social Studies classes. The book was very well received at a recent alumni
meeting of the Teachers Program at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum.

Illustrated by Tziyon
McWillaims and edited by Jeanette
Friedman, it is published by
Teacher’s Discovery in Michigan.
The small, illustrated 48-page book
comes in classpacks of 30 books
and each package  contains a
teacher’s guide. Also available is a
4-minute DVD wherein  students
get a feel for who is telling the story
and can identify a person and a
voice with the words in the book.
For more information, contact
thewordsmithy@aol.com.

My Dog Lala
by Roman Kent
(available from Teachers Discovery
in packs of 30 for $60)
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No Time
to Mourn
by Leon Kahn
(Vancouver, BC:
Ronsdale Press,

2005) 216p., US $17.95.
CAN$21.95.
Leon Kahn, who grew up in
Eisiskes, a small town near
the Polish-Lithuanian border
(the town that Dr. Yaffa
Eliach immortalized in the
photo tower at the
USHMM), has a written
fascinating book about his
life before the war, his years
as a partisan in the forests of

Eastern Europe and as a guide for the Bricha. Kahn
raises a number of moral dilemmas the Jews faced
when, for example, in the forest they stole food from
Polish peasants whom they knew—sometimes at
gunpoint.  After the war, Kahn moved to Vancouver,
Canada, where he became a very successful real
estate developer and philanthropist. This is must
reading for those interested in learning about the life
in Eishyshok and the life of the partisans.

A Concise History of the
Third Reich

by Wolfgang Benz  (Berkeley,
CA: University of California
Press, 2006) 309p.,
US$35.00. CAN$45.00.
Wolfgang Benz, a professor
of history and director of the
Center for Research for
Anti-Semitism at the
Technische Universitat
Berlin, has written an
important work for those
interested in understanding

the 12- year history of the Third Reich. Benz, a
respected scholar, has distilled the latest historical
scholarship in a very clear and concise manner, while
sparing the reader from having to examine the process
used by the scholars to reach these conclusions or
having to read any footnotes.

I Was a Child of Holocaust
Survivors
by Bernice Eisenstein (McClelland & Stewart), 187
pages, $32.99.
Bernice Eisenstein’s I Was A Child Of Holocaust
Survivors is a unique hybrid as text and drawings, a
variation on the adult graphic novel, a powerful and
emotionally charged memoir. Through her drawings
and words, Eisenstein attempts to piece together the
past that, as in many survivor families, haunted her
Yiddish-speaking household while remaining
shrouded in silence. In the process, Eisenstein begins
to understand how being a child of Holocaust
survivors has made her the person she is.

Becoming Eichmann
Rethinking the Life, Crimes, and Trial
of a “Desk Murderer”
By David Cesarani (Da Capo Press) 458p. $27.50.
A specter haunts this book, and her name is Hannah
Arendt. At his trial in Jerusalem in 1961, Adolf

Eichmann was portrayed by the prosecution as a
gleefully genocidal monster intent on eliminating
every Jew from the face of the earth.

This picture was
consistent with the
common view of Nazis at
the time…But Arendt
saw something else.
Eichmann, responsible
for transporting millions
of Jews to the death
camps, was essentially a
bureaucrat, with little
more on his mind than
pleasing his superiors. He
was neither fanatical nor
bloodthirsty, in fact had
never directly killed

anyone. He made trains run on time. Yet he was
indisputably a mass murderer, and in the articles she
wrote for The New Yorker, as well as in “Eichmann
in Jerusalem,” the book that followed, Arendt
introduced a phrase to describe him that has become
part of the modern vocabulary - “the banality of evil.”

“Anyone writing on the subject today works in
the shadow of Hannah Arendt,” David Cesarani
observes in “Becoming Eichmann,” the first full
biography to appear since the 1960s. It is thoroughly
researched, densely factual; there may never be need
for another biography of the man.

Jewish Resistance in Wartime
Greece
by Steven Bowman (Portland, Oregon: Mitchell
Vallentine, 2006), 136 p. US$65.00 CAN$84.00

The Nazis murdered almost 90 percent of Greek
Jews, yet the account of
their resistance to the
Germans is practically
unknown. According to
Greek tradition, Jews did
not actively oppose the
Nazis in wartime Greece.
Aside from Jews who
remember what transpired,
there is virtually no mention
of Jewish participation in
the war or any of their

efforts to resist the Nazis.
Greek Jews are assumed to have sought refuge

in the mountains or escaped detection by hiding in
the cities by posing as Orthodox Greeks. As a result,
there has been no attempt by Jews or Greeks to
include Jewish resistance in the history of the war.

Steven Bowman, professor of Judaic Studies at
the University of Cincinnati, hopes to correct this
historical oversight in this short, but important and
very much needed volume.  This case study, Bowman
believes, will demonstrate that emancipated Jews are
capable of fighting as any other citizens.

We Wept Without Tears:
Testimonies of the Jewish
Sonderkommando from Auschwitz
by Gideon Greif (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale
University Press,2005,)381p., US$50.00 CAN$68.00.
In 1983, Elie Wiesel claimed, “Auschwitz defies
perceptions and imagination, it submits only to
memory. Between the dead and the rest of us there
exists an abyss that no talent can comprehend.” Those
who did not experience life in the death camps cannot

begin to appreciate the
extent of Nazi depravity.
One survivor suggested
that words like “cold or
hunger” do not begin to
describe what they
endured. A new language
had to be created to express
what transpired.

In this masterful and
extremely important work,

Gideon Greif interviews members of the
Sonderkommando, who were forced to remove and
cremate bodies of the Jews who were killed in the
gas chambers. They also collected the clothes and
other effects that the murdered left behind in the
dressing room. Another group searched for concealed
valuables, cut the hair and extracted gold teeth. In the
last stages of the war, the Sonderkommando were
enlisted to eradicate all evidence of the Final Solution.

More than 90 percent of the people murdered in
Auschwitz-Birkenau were Jews. Their testimony of
the issues they faced—whether to live or die; how
to cope with the brutalizing experience, relate to the
victims, and handle the bodies; develop friendships
among the other Sonderkommando; maintaining
some semblance of religious life in the shadow of
the crematoria; resistance and the uprising;
documenting what transpired; and the moral
dilemmas they faced—make this vital reading.

The Last Eyewitnesses:
Children of the Holocaust Speak
trans. by Wiktoria Sliwowska, Julian Bussgang &
Fay Bussgang (Northwestern Univ. Press, 1998)
352p., $30.00.
These testimonies, submitted by individual authors
and not originally intended
for publication, were
assembled as a historical
record by the Association of
the Children of the Holocaust
in Poland. While evil and
brutal antisemitism are
described, the accounts also
reveal the great risks taken by
courageous individuals in
order to save Jewish
children.

My Reconstructed Life
By Eugen Schoenfeld (Kennesaw University Press)
A highly personal memoir of life in two worlds—
and how life is reconstructed when one of those
worlds disappears. The book begins with a
description of life in a Hungarian mountain shtetl
prior to and during the Nazi Holocaust and eventually
leads to a reconstructed’ life as a distinguished
professor of sociology in America.

With clarity and a knowledgeable eye, Dr.
Schoenfeld recalls a world that no longer exists, life
in the Eastern European shtetl with its emphasis on
tradition and religion. That world and most of the
members of his immediate and extended family were
destroyed in the last years of World War II, but the
author survived the brutality and forced labor of three
concentration camps to emerge into a totally
dif ferent, modern, and challenging world.
Negotiating the tensions among the worlds of
tradition and religion, reason and modernity, and
terror and irrationality and how they can be resolved
permeates this work.
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The Post-War Photographs of
Henry Ries
Rothchild Hospital & Exodus 1947
August 7, 2006

On loan from the
Vancouver Holocaust
Education Center, the
exhibition will remain
until October 27th.
The Holocaust Memorial
Resource and Educa-
tion Center of Florida,
851 North Maitland
Avenue, Maitland.
Henry Ries’ photo-
graphs capture at least
two powerful moments
in the lives of Jews
who survived the

Holocaust, only to find themselves with no place to
call home—The Rothchild Hospital DP camp and
the return of the Exodus 1947 passengers to Germany.

Henry Ries was born in Berlin in 1917. Sensing
the impending danger of Hitler’s policies, Ries
immigrated to the United States in 1937, but officials
in New York sent him back to Nazi Germany because
of technical problems with his papers. Ries was
finally permitted to enter in January 1938. Ries
eventually joined the U.S. Army and fought in the
Pacific. After the war, worked for the New York Times,
photographing post-war Germany and authored eight
books. At the Times, he photographed Picasso and
Pablo Casals, as well as Spanish dictator
Generalissimo Francisco Franco. In 2003 he was
awarded Germany’s Officer Cross of the Order of
Merit, the highest award for citizens of other countries.

Among his photos were those taken at the
Rothchild Hospital, the forced return of the Exodus
passengers, as well as his now famous photographs of
“The Berlin Air Lift” which was later made into a
U.S. postage stamp. Ries’s photos of the Exodus
captured the refugees’ return to Europe and the
photographs have an alarming familiarity to them. The
DP camps to which the refugees were sent look much
like the concentration camps many of the refuges had
survived. Henry Ries died on May 24, 2004.

Memoir wins book award
By Jason Steger, Australia
More than 60 years after being liberated from a
concentration camp, Jacob Rosenberg recently won
the NSW Premier’s literary award for non-fiction,
worth $20,000, for a memoir of his experiences in the
Lodz ghetto and the Holocaust. Polish-born
Rosenberg, who migrated to Melbourne in 1948,
describes East of Time as “a rendezvous of history
and imagination.” He says the book is trying to respond
to the question of whether a bygone life can have a
future. “I feel my book is like a festival of ideas and
people. The people are like a dusty rag in the gallery
of my memory. I brought them back to life, perhaps to
shine once more.” Rosenberg, who has also published
poetry and prose in Yiddish, wrote East of Time in
English. “It is now my working language. I have had
to change my language two or three times.”

DIGNITY IN THE FACE
OF THE HOLOCAUST
By Rochel U. Berman

Denied any form of individuality or dignity, most
victims of the Shoah were sent nameless into mass
graves. Isolated incidents of individual burials
accompanied by tahara, the ritual purification of the
dead prior to burial, represented  the repudiation of
the Nazi campaign to deny Jews their personal
identities. Whether or not a tahara could be
performed depended largely on  the resourcefulness
and determination of the Chevra Kadisha or their
surrogates.  In the early years of the war, despite the
oppressive circumstances,
some placed themselves at
risk in order to uphold  beliefs
and practices that had always
governed their lives. When a
formal Chevra ceased to exist,
family members or friends
assumed this responsibility as
best they could.

 As survivors share their
stories of laying to rest loved
ones who died before their
time, the scars of that intimate
contact with death are
painfully revealed.

An 82-year-old survivor
from Bendin, Poland describes
in detail the difficulties of
securing a dignified burial for
his father. Waving his hands
and arms as he talks he reveals
a tattooed number on his left
forearm.

My father was a tailor and
a highly respected member of
the Chevra Kadisha. When the war broke out, we
were not allowed to engage in any religious activity,
so taharas were only performed in very special
instances.

The night the Germans came to take my father,
he was already in bed.  He said, “I know where you
are planning to take me, You will not take me out
alive.” With a rifle butt they broke his chest, as my
mother and I looked helplessly on.  When I saw that
my father was spitting blood, I walked toward the
bed to help him and was struck by the Germans en
route.  I passed out, and when I came to my father
was unconscious, but still alive.

A few days later, while I sat at the machine in
the tailor shop making Nazi uniforms, I was informed
that my father was close to death and that I should
go home immediately.  I couldn’t get a pass to leave,
so I ripped off my yellow star and sneaked out of
the back door of the shop.   was able to walk home
without being detected. I got home, to find my

mother standing in the hallway crying. Knowing that
my father’s death was imminent, the Chevra Kadisha
had already arrived.  As I approached my father’s
bed, he stretched out his hand.  I wrapped it in mine
and he died shortly thereafter. This was April 28th,
1942.   He was 46 years old.  My mother softly
uttered, “Baruch dayen emes” — blessed be the true
judge.

Performing taharas was forbidden, but because
my father had been a member of the Chevra, two of
the men risked their lives and performed the ritual
on the only table of our one-room basement home in
the ghetto.  The men brought in the tahara board
and I filled the buckets from an outdoor spigot.  They
washed him, covered him with a sheet and returned
him to the bed.

The tachrichim macher  couldn’t sew the shrouds
because the Germans had
ordered him to stop working.
Instead, he gave me a piece
of linen and showed me how
to cut them.  As is the
custom, I sewed them by
hand without making knots
in the thread.  It was a single
sack-like garment.  My
mother helped me dress my
father on the bed, and when
we were finished I went to
the Judenrat to get a permit
to bury him.  It took about
four days during which time
my mother and I slept on the
floor because we had only
one bed.

I obtained a casket from
the gravedigger and we
carried my father  three miles
to the cemetery.  At the
cemetery, the Chevra
uncovered his face and

placed broken shards on his eyes and mouth.  “I could
only get a permit for six people to go to the cemetery
so there was no minyan. Nevertheless,  I recited the
kaddish.”

More than six decades later,  the survivor
reflected on his father’s death.  “There are many
forms of resistance and I’m proud of my father
because he resisted the Nazis efforts to remove him
from his own home. Similarly, the Chevra members
exhibited resistance to the Nazis by preparing my
father’s body for burial in keeping with the Jewish
tradition.” Four months after his father’s death, the
survivor’s mother was taken alive to the gas
chambers where she robbed of her dignity, dying
without a tahara, without shrouds, without a proper
burial.

Rochel U. Berman is the author of Dignity Beyond Death: The
Jewish Preparation for Burial (Urim, 2005) from which this
article is adapted.

Theological and Halakhic
Reflections on the Holocaust
Edited by Bernhard H. Rosenberg and Fred Heuman
(Hoboken, NJ: KTAV, 1991) 336p.
This collection of articles is in great measure the
theological response of centrist Jewish Orthodoxy a
generation after the Holocaust, and represents a rejection
of midas hadin, “God’s judgment,” a theory that says
the Holocaust was a punishment for the Haskalah

(Enlightenment). (This belief is
still found in the Torah
Umesorah curriculum for
mainstream ultra-Orthodox
schools.) The book contains a
wealth of material, some of
them classic pieces long
unavailable and many written
for this volume by distinguished
Jewish Orthodox thinkers.
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they inspired American Jews to ship tons of food, clothing and basic necessities.
They served as escorts on trains that transported children and adults out of Eastern
Europe, and on youth transports to Palestine. A number worked with Brichah,
the illicit movement that smuggled Jews out of Europe and into Palestine. They
also established schools, mikvehs, a summer camp, published educational material
and functioned as rabbis of communities.

One of the most extraordinary men was Abraham Klausner. With the help of
the survivors, Klausner, a Reform rabbi, compiled and published six volumes
containing systematic and exhaustive lists of survivors in Bavaria and distributed
them throughout the world. These Shearith Hapletah volumes were the first major
attempt to communicate with Jews in the West. With assistance from Max Braude,
an Orthodox rabbi, and Judah Nadich, a Conservative rabbi, Klausner was able
to help the survivors establish Unzer Weg, the largest Yiddish weekly in Germany,
and viewed by many as their national newspaper.

When Klausner saw that Jews in Dachau were still dressed in their camp
uniforms and forced to live behind barbed wire and that Jews in other areas of
Bavaria lived in a horrible state despite the liberation, he wrote an official looking,
but unauthorized report, that created quite a stir in the American Jewish
community. He also played a key role in shaping the Harrison Report (August
1945) which created the position of Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the commander
of the U.S. forces in Europe—a response to the plight of the Jewish DPs.

Realizing the need for Jews to be recognized as a separate nationality, he
convinced the Americans to allow the DPs to establish an organization that would
represent them with in negotiations with the military. The organization became
known as the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria.

Klausner was instrumental in establishing three Jewish hospitals where DPs
could be to be treated by Jewish physicians and Jewish “camps” to protect the
survivors from frequent harassment and mistreatment they suffered at the hands
of non-Jewish inmates.

Significantly, there were no
differences in the extent of
commitment and dedication
between the Orthodox,
Conservative and Reform
rabbis. They stepped into the
breach to help their fellow Jews
until the Jewish relief agencies
were operational. Even then,
they continued to assist the
survivors. They tried to show
the survivors that they were no
longer alone, and that American
Jews cared. We owe the
chaplains a tremendous debt of gratitude. The very least we can do is to remember
their names on Yom HaShoah.

Dr. Grobman is author of Rekindling the Flame:American Jewish Chaplains and the Survivors
of European Jewry, 1944-1948 (Wayne State University Press).

THE FORGOTTEN LIBERATORS
Dr. Alex Grobman

Many Holocaust commemorators honor American
soldiers who participated in the liberation of a
concentration or slave labor camp. They often overlook
the American Jewish chaplains who played a critical
role in helping the Jewish Displaced Persons (DPs) in
the American Zones of Germany and Austria at the end
of WWII. Of the 311 Reform, Conservative and
Orthodox chaplains selected to serve in the military,
more than 90 had contact with the DPs from 1944-1948.

The DPs presented unique and difficult problems
to the American military government who wanted to

help, but failed to understand the specific dilemmas liberation posed for the
Jews. The military government was responsible for re-establishing communication
and transport behind front lines, not administering and governing. They failed to
recognize that the Jews, having been singled out for destruction, required
psychological and spiritual assistance as well as material aid. Conditions in the
camps were deplorable and the Jews lacked the freedom to choose their own
destiny.

From the Army’s perspective, the logical solution was to repatriate the DPs
as soon as possible. Of the more than 200,000 European Jews who were in
Germany and Austria at the end of the war, many were reluctant to go back to
their “homelands,” particularly the Jews from Poland and Lithuania, a large
portion of the survivors. Some of them—the exact number is unknown—went
back to search for family and friends. Then they returned to Germany.

Wherever they went in Eastern Europe, they were greeted with disdain and
frequently harassed—false arrest, beatings and murder. On July 4, 1946, 47 Jews
were murdered and more than 50 were wounded in Kielce, Poland. Many of them
found themselves homeless, their homes confiscated by former friends and neighbors.
Thus the majority of Jews from Eastern Europe understandably feared repatriation.
Jews from Western Europe, Hungary, Romania, and Czechoslovakia were in a better
position to reclaim their possessions and begin to rebuild their lives.

It fell to the relatively few American Jewish chaplains (approximately 30)
who passed through Germany during the initial occupation period, April-June
1945, right after liberation, to deal with the Jewish DPs problems. The chaplains
were among the first Jews from the U.S. to meet survivors, so although their
primary obligation was to American soldiers, some chose to help the DPs. They
were not official representatives of the American rabbinate or any other
organization, but they made the people’s needs known to the army and tried to
influence the military’s policies toward the survivors. When that failed, they
took the initiative, sometimes risking their own careers, by engaging in covert
actions to ease some of the traumas and dilemmas confronting Jewish survivors
in Germany.

Chaplains helped the survivors search for their families through illegal use
of the military mail; they rescued children hidden in churches and on farms; and

MEMORIES AND MEMOIRS
By Jeanette Friedman

 Many Holocaust survivors are suddenly realizing that
their memories and bodies are frail. As a result, there
has been a rush to write memoirs in order to keep the
promises made to long departed comrades and family
members—the promise to tell the world what happened
dorten—“there.” Though their experiences can be
compelling, profound, touching and the most terrible
stories a person can tell, many survivors never broke the
silence—until now. Today, these survivors are waking
up to the realization that they want to leave their stories
behind for future generations before it is too late, even

if they never get them professionally published.
But mainstream publishers are no longer interested in Holocaust memoirs

unless they are exceptional. And while every story of every survivor is special,
not all of them are of the caliber to attract a commercial market. In this volatile
market, where even a best seller isn’t what it used to be, monster hits like The
DaVinci Code and Harry Potter are rare indeed.  Thus, many books are published
privately, some are done in conjunction with others, some are blogged on the
net...today there are as many ways of creating a book as there are books—and
very few of them are money-making ventures or become movie scripts.

Yad Vashem is contacted by at least 100 survivors a year who want to do

their memoirs and at least 200 Holocaust books are published in Israel each year.
The most notable publishing group is the Holocaust Survivors Memoirs Project
based in New York and affiliated with Yad Vashem. Other organizations are also
considering publishing memoirs that tell the lives of the survivors who helped
build them—using them to inspire new members, as fundraising tools and gifts
to potential donors-not to mention bookstore sales.

So why write a memoir? For your children and grandchildren. To let them
know who you are and where you came from, what your parents were like, how
your family lived, what the neighbors were like and what growing pains were like.
It’s about how you suffered, endured and came through it, starting life over from
scratch, creating new families, new Jewish communities, new facts on the ground.

One woman, who lost her entire family, is writing her book because as she said
at a school gathering for four generations of women—from great-grandmother, in
this case a Holocaust survivor, to the youngest great-granddaughter—in her wildest
dreams in Auschwitz, she never could have imagined that she would have brought
forth three generations of Torah-observant women. She has a message she wants to
leave them before she moves on to other realms.

For others, writing brings closure. The book becomes the “matzevah”-the
memorial stone-that contains the memories and hopes, the dreams of the departed,
the ones to whom the promise was made to tell the tale.

 Writing is important, it is healing and revealing, yet there are rules. There
has to be a beginning, a middle and an end. Life didn’t begin on the day Hitler
was elected or on September 1, 1939. And life continued after Liberation.

continued on page 15

Abraham Klausner
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GREAT JEWISH MEN OF THE
HOLOCAUST
By Leon Wells

As a survivor and author I am often asked whom I consider to be the leading
persons during that tragic time.  It is difficult to name a hero, as heroic
persons are usually connected with military glory for nationalistic purposes.
In the Holocaust era people sacrificed their lives for their people.

I believe that three true humanitarians of that era are Rabbi Leo Baeck,
Dr. Janus Korczak and Szmul Zygelboim.

Rabbi Leo Baeck (1873-1956), was the Chief Rabbi of the Reform
Temple in Berlin when the Nazis took over Germany in 1933 and the most
respected Reform leader in the world.  During the Nazi period Rabbi Baeck
received many invitations to leave Germany, and was offered a position at
the Rockdale Temple in Cincinnati, but he
turned them all down, insisting that it was his
duty to stay with German Jewry to the end.

Holocaust historian Dr. Philip Friedman,
writes in Roads to Extinction (JPS, 1980), “No
historian will ever be able to do justice to the
fearlessness, outstanding humanity and dignity
with which Baeck on many occasions
moderated and delayed measures of
persecution.  His efforts gained precious time
during which many individuals were enabled
to reach havens of refuge.”

His only granddaughter told me the same
thing, and added that when he was in England
before the war and was begged by his mother
and his only daughter to stay there, his answer
was “No.”  His duty was to stay with his people to the end.  Rabbi Baeck’s
wife died of natural causes prior to the war, but until 1939, he accompanied
transports of Jewish children from Germany to England, but always returned
to Germany.

The second person on my list is Janusz Korczak.  His book, the Ghetto
Diary was published by the Holocaust Library, New York, 1978. Korczak
was a physician and the founder of an orphanage.  He was an assimilated
Jew who considered himself more Polish than Jewish and his whole
philosophy of thinking was Polish.  His Jewish name was Henryk
Goldszmidt.  In his diary he wrote, “I still have friends left in the Aryan
sector.  They have sent me forged Aryan papers, but I let them know for a

long time that I will never use these documents.  I will not run away from the
ghetto like a rat from a sinking ship I will stay with my children till the end.”

The book also says that “Mayna Falska, his
Polish Aryan girlfriend made a last attempt to
save Korczak.  I repeat…last attempt…because
earlier his friends outside the walls had frequently
urged him to leave the ghetto and find asylum with
them…”  It is told that Dr. Korczak walked
holding the hands of children on either side of
him as he led the children to the train that took
them to away to their death.  The last entry in his
diary is dated August 4, 1942, one day before his
end. The introduction to the Ghetto Diary, “Dr.
Korczak has become a legendary symbol of
selfless devotion and Humanity.”

Third on my list is Szmul Zygelboim.  He
was a leader of the Jewish Bund in Poland, a
Jewish socialist movement, known in the U.S.
as the Arbeitering or Workmen’s Circle.  At the

beginning of the war Zygelboim escaped with the representatives of the Polish
government to London. Then, in 1942, Jan Karski, a Polish representative,
escaped Poland to London and gave a report about what was happening to
the Jews of Poland. Prime Minister Churchill arranged for Karski to meet
with President Roosevelt. Before he left, Karski met with Zygelboim and
told him what he witnessed in Poland. When an aghast Zygelboim heard the
whole story he thought that by committing
suicide he might awaken the world to the
seriousness of the situation.

In his final letter (in Who Speaks for the
Vanquished) he wrote, “I know how little human
life is worth today, but as I was unable to do
anything during my life, perhaps my death shall
contribute to breaking down the indifference of
those who may now at the last moment rescue
the few Polish Jews still alive.”

The London Times reported Zygelboim’s
death on pg. 3, May 4, 1943 and repeated it on
June 9th and added a short biography, with a
brief note. The NY Times reported his suicide
on May 22nd and again on June 4th, with a story,
“Pole’s Suicide Note Pleads for Jews.  He
Denounces Apathy.” It is only too sad to note that his death did not make a
dent in the apathy of the world.

ANNUAL WFJCHS
GENERATIONAL
CONFERENCE IN
DEARBORN/DETROIT

The 2006 Annual International Conference of
Child Survivors, 2nd and 3rd Generations, Spouses and Families
Detroit, Michigan, USA,
Aug 25 through August 28, 2006
REGISTER NOW
Distinguished speakers include:
Michael Berenbaum, Ph.D, Helen Epstein, Roman Kent, Eva Fogelman, Rabbi
Michael Schudrich (Chief Rabbi of Poland), Jeanette Friedman and others.
Special Exhibit from Yad Vashem “No Child’s Play” (in our hotel lobby)

WORKSHOPS, LECTURES AND PANELS
Open to Child Survivors, 2G, 3G, Spouses, families (but some are only open to
one group just listed) There will be intergenerational and separate workshops
covering many, many topics. Visit the website for additional information.
COST: Conference Registration: $250 per person includes all kosher meals: 3
breakfasts, 2 luncheons, 3 dinners, and all functions. $79.00 (+ tax) per room per
night.

Join us for a memorable conference and stay to enjoy our Special Exhibit on
“The Jews of Czestochowa”. See our new Holocaust Memorial Center; visit our
world famous Art museum, The Detroit Institute of Art, and the Henry Ford
Museum Complex. A few hours away are Chicago, Toronto, The Stratford Theater
of Canada, under 3 hours from us; The Shaw Festival of Canada, about 4 hours,
other attractions.

For registration packets and more information, please contact: Rene Lichtman
at holocaustchild@comcast.net or go to our website www.wfjcsh.org

Contact Rene Lichtman at: 1-248-932-1834

The Before and the After are therefore vital components of a person’s
story...even if the memories are the memories of a hidden child who doesn’t
remember her parents—for after all, those, too, are valid, self-defining memories.

 So first, write. Start at your beginning, with your first memories. Remember
sounds, textures, holidays, celebrations, newspapers and fights with your siblings,
if you had any, or with your friends. Write about school, or not going to school,
about poverty or riches. Do not be afraid to write truth, your truth, and tell your

story. Your great-grandchildren will thank you. And succeeding generations will
have to continue to create and tell the stories of your family through the stories
of their lives. A workshop on this subject will be offered at the World Federation
of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust in Detroit in August.

For more information,
contact: amgathtogether@aol.com

MEMOIRS continued from page 14

Szmul Zygelboim

Janusz Korczak

Leo Baeck
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I am privileged to have been able to
support the successful stamp drive for Hiram
Bingham IV on behalf of Holocaust
survivors, descendants and others with the
backing of the World Federation of Jewish
Child Survivors of the Holocaust. It gave me
the opportunity to thank him for helping save

probably over 2000 lives.
That means that about one
million individuals are
alive today because of his
acts of moral courage and
what has been called
“constructive dissent. My
son created an online
petition and I worked
tirelessly to collect names
on and off the web that
were then presented to
Robert Bingham the stamp

drive coordinator.
 I did this simply out of gratitude. Gratitude for Hiram Bingham,  gratitude

for my rescuers, for all the rescuers who were not thanked or thanked enough for
many reasons. The petition also gave other Holocaust survivors the opportunity
to do the same by adding their name to the request for a US Stamp.

 Yesterday I was in Washington at a celebration in Honor of the Hiram
Bingham IV US Postage Stamp in the Gold Room, Rayburn Building,  the Capitol. 
This was sponsored by the David S.Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, Wally
Findlay Galleries International and in cooperation with Hon. Tom Lantos, who
was one of the speakers.  Other speakers included the Hon. Joseph Lieberman,
Hon., Franz Leicher,  Hon. Rob Simmons, Robert Bingham, Rafael Meadoff,
Sara Bloomfield, Bella Meyer, granddaughter of Marc Chagall, who was helped
by Harry Bingham. Many of the 11 children and descendants of Hiram Bingham
were present and it was truly a wonderful, meaningful and moving celebration.

 Part of a prominent N.E. family, Hiram’s father was a Senator and Governor
of Connecticut and the discoverer of Macchu Picchu, that some say inspired
Spielberg’s Indiana Jones series.  His mother was the granddaughter of Charles
Tif fany, founder of the Tiffany jewelry dynasty. He worked closely with Varian
Fry and among the refugees for whom he issues visas and shielded in his home
were famous artists like Marc Chagall, Marcel Duchamp, Max Ernst a Jacques
Lipschitz, Andre Breton, founder of surrealism and architect Walter Gropius.
He helped writers Lion Feuchtwanger, Franz Werfel, Arthur Koestler and the
philosopher Hannah Arendt. Golo Mann (Thomas Mann Jr.) and Nobel Prize-
winning scientist Otto Meyrhof were also among those he helped to rescue

 Only after his death in 1988, when William Bingham found a box of his
father’s papers, did the family learn about Hiram’s rescue activities. The stamp
that honors him this week as the only known US diplomat who saved lives is a
good- news-story with a happy ending for all who respect not only what he did
but what he represents.

 If you wish to learn more about Hiram Bingham IV (Harry) check out Robert
Bingham’s website http://pages.cthome.net/WWIIHERO/ or the article in today’s
Washington Post at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/
2006/05/24/AR2006052402467.html?sub=new

 I am still elated by the extraordinary event and experience and am proud that
through my effort there has been a Holocaust survivor/Jewish presence in helping
make this stamp happen. I want to thank and applaud all of you who signed the
petition!

 Rosian Zerner

Hubertus Czernin
Hubertus Czernin, a key figure in efforts

to return five multimillion-dollar paintings
looted by Nazis in World War II to their rightful
owner in Los Angeles, has died. He was 50.
Gustave Klimt’s paintings were seized by Nazi

officials in Vienna in 1938, and Czernin was
the first journalist to examine archives at the
Austrian Gallery, the country’s national
museum. He followed the paper trail
surrounding art whose ownership was in
question and wrote a series of articles in
Vienna’s Der Standard newspaper in 1998. The
first was about the Bloch-Bauer family and her
Kilmt paintings and later, he wrote a book on
the art restitution issue.

His research led to Austria’s enactment of
legislation that ultimately led to the recovery
of the Klimt paintings and thousands of other works of art. He was also involved
in investigating former U.N.Secretary-General and Austrian President Kurt
Waldheim’s links to the Nazis during the war. The day before his death, Czernin
was honored by B’nai B’rith International for his efforts to facilitate the return
of the looted art works.

After being diagnosed with mastocytosis in 1999, Czernin concentrated his
investigative and research efforts on Nazi art looting. “Believing in justice for
Maria Altmann kept Czernin alive,” an obituary in Der Standard noted this week.
“When the Arbitration Court in the beginning of this year decided in favor of the
restitution of the five Klimt paintings, he had achieved one of his biggest
victories.”

George T. Kaufman
George T. Kaufman, a Holocaust survivor and refugee from the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution, passed away from heart failure on Sunday, May 7, 2006.  Born
Kaufmann Tibor Gyõrgy in Budapest on September 13, 1922, Kaufman grew up
in Pápa, Hungary. He was deported in 1944 and survived Buchenwald, the
Lieberosa labor camp of Sachsenhausen and Auschwitz-Birkenau. He escaped
Hungary in November 1956 with his wife Mary (“Marika”) Kaufman (nee
Politzer) also a survivor and son and was settled by HIAS in Passaic, New  Jersey.
Kaufman had a long and successful career with Colorite Plastics of Ridgefield,
NJ, where he became VP Operations 18 months after starting out in maintenance.
The Kaufmans later made their home in Wayne and Long Branch, NJ, before
moving to Manhattan in 2005.

Mark Stern
Mark Stern, a Holocaust survivor from Krakow, Poland, passed away on June
13, 2006 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he had worked as executive director
of Congregation Beth Shalom. He also worked as an administrator at Camp Ramah
in Palmer, Massachusetts for many years. Mark was a leader of the survivor
community in Pittsburgh where he organized a group to go to the first world
gathering in Israel and many other programs. He created a memorial to the lost
families of local survivors at Beth Shalom Cemetery. He raised funds to create a
memorial plaque at the Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh. He was a past president
of the Pittsburgh Holocaust Survivors Organization. He published his memoirs
in Germany and went there to lecture in schools. He was a lifetime member of
the National Association of Synagogue Administrators.

Sister Rose Thering
1920-2006
New York Times News Service
Published May 9, 2006

Sister Rose Thering, a Roman Catholic nun
and a former professor at Seton Hall
University who battled antisemitism within
her church and contributed to a historic
Vatican declaration that Jews were not
collectively responsible for the death of
Jesus, died Saturday at a convent in Racine,
Wis. She was 85. A university
spokeswoman said Sister Thering died of
kidney failure at the Siena Center of the Sisters of St. Dominic, where she entered
religious life in 1936 and had lived since retiring last year as professor emerita

of education at Seton Hall, in South Orange, N.J.
In 2004, “Sister Rose’s Passion,” a 39-minute documentary on her life, won

an award at the Tribeca Film Festival, and it was nominated for an Academy
Award in 2005. She also received more than 80 humanitarian awards.

She was in her 30s and had been teaching for years when she resolved to act
against what she saw as a fundamental flaw in church teaching. The result was a
study of antisemitism in Catholic texts and a dissertation for her 1961 doctorate
at St. Louis University.

In 1962, when Pope John XXIII convened the ecumenical council known as
Vatican II, Cardinal Augustin Bea used Sister Thering’s study to draft portions
of the 1965 Vatican document “Nostra Aetate” (“In Our Age”), which reversed
church policy and declared of Jesus’ death that “The Jews should not be presented
as rejected or accursed by God.”
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by Fred Glueckstein
Edward R. Murrow was appointed Chief

European correspondent for the Columbia
Broadcasting System in 1937. Based on eyewitness
reports beginning with Hitler’s seizure of Austria in
1938, Murrow’s daily radio broadcasts to America
were heard by millions.  A pensive and intelligent
man who sought out and reported the truth, he was
also an extremely courageous man, obtaining
permission from the British Air Ministry to broadcast
the German bombings from London’s rooftops and
flying on more than 25 combat missions over
Germany. In a distinguished journalistic career that
covered both radio and television over four decades,
Murrow made more than 5,000 broadcasts.

None were more important than the one on the
liberation of Buchenwald on April 15, 1945.

Four days earlier, Gen. George Patton’s Third
Army had liberated Buchenwald. Edward R. Murrow
was taken around by some of the survivors. What he
saw and heard that day was the most unimaginable
and heart-wrenching experience of his life. Murrow
walked into a living hell; a place that was both
shocking and incomprehensible.

On his return to London, Murrow talked with
one of his staff correspondents, Douglas Edwards,
who recalled: “Ed was pale, unsmiling and chain
smoking. The smell of death was still on his uniform.”
While others filed their stories about Buchenwald, it
took Murrow three days to broadcast the story.
Murrow said he needed time to “acquire
detachment.”

On Sunday, April 15, 1945, Murrow was in
Studio B-4 at the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC)  to broadcast his eyewitness account of
Buchenwald. Murrow began his broadcast to
America with his famous signature opening:

This is London. . . .Permit me to tell you what
you would have seen, and heard, had you been with
me on Thursday. It will not be pleasant listening. If
you are at lunch, or if you have no appetite to hear
what Germans have done, now is a good time to
switch off the radio for I propose to tell you of
Buchenwald. . . . . And now, let me tell this in the
first person, for I was the least important person
there, as you shall hear. There surged around me an
evil-smelling horde. Men and boys reached out to
touch me; they were in rags and the remnants of
uniform. Death had already marked many of them,
but they were smiling with their eyes. I looked over
that mass of men to the green fields where well-fed
Germans were ploughing. . . .

Edward R. Murrow at Buchenwald:
Remembering His Broadcast of April 15, 1945

When I entered [one of the barracks], men
crowded around, tried to lift me to their shoulders.
They were too weak. Many of them could not get out
of bed. I was told that this building had once stabled
eighty horses. There were twelve hundred men in it,
five to a bunk. The stink was beyond all description...

I asked how many men had died in that building
during the last month. They called the doctor; we
inspected his records. There were only names in the
little black book, nothing more – nothing of who these
men were, what they had done, or hoped. Behind the

names of those who had died there was a cross. I
counted them. They totaled 242. Two hundred and
forty-two out of twelve hundred in one month . . . .

As we walked out into the courtyard, a man fell
dead. Two others—they must have been over sixty—
were crawling toward the latrine. I saw it but will
not describe it.

In another part of the camp they showed me the
children, hundreds of them. Some were only six. One
rolled up his sleeve, showed me his number. It was
tattooed on his arm. D-6030, it was. The others
showed me their numbers; they will carry them till
they die.

...We went to the hospital; it was full. The doctor
told me that two hundred had died the day before. I
asked the cause of death; he shrugged and said,
“Tuberculosis, starvation, fatigue, and there are
many who have no desire to live. It is very difficult.”
Dr. Heller pulled back the blankets from a man’s feet

to show me how swollen they were. The man was
dead. Most of the patients could not move. . . .

...We proceeded to the small courtyard. The wall
was about eight feet high; it adjoined what had been
a stable or garage. We entered it. It was floored with
concrete. There were two rows of bodies stacked up
like cordwood. They were thin and very white. Some
of the bodies were terribly bruised, though there
seemed to be little flesh to bruise. Some had been
shot through the head, but they bled but little. All
except two were naked. I tried to count them as best
I could and arrived at the conclusion that all that
was mortal of more than five hundred men and boys
lay there in two neat piles.

There was a German trailer which must have
contained another fifty, but it wasn’t possible to count
them. The clothing was piled in a heap against the
wall. It appeared that most of the men and boys had
died of starvation; they had not been executed. But
the manner of death seemed unimportant. Murder
had been done at Buchenwald. God alone knows how
many men and boys have died there during the last
twelve years. Thursday I was told that there were
more than twenty thousand in the camp? There had
been as many as sixty thousand. Where are they now?

I pray you to believe what I have said about
Buchenwald. I have reported what I saw and heard,
but only part of it. For most of it I have no words.
Dead men are plentiful in war, but the living dead,
more than twenty thousand of them in one camp. And
the country round about was pleasing to the eye, and
the Germans were well fed and well dressed . . . .

If I’ve offended you by this rather mild account
of Buchenwald, I am not in the least sorry. . . .

Murrow thought the broadcast a failure.
Years later, Murrow told Ben Gross, a radio

columnist of the New York Daily News that seeing
all the children’s shoes in the heap of clothes had
unnerved him. “I could have described three pairs of
those shoes . . .  but hundreds of them. Well, I just
couldn’t.” However, critics judged Murrow’s
broadcast “Liberation of Buchenwald” one of the best
in the annals of radio reporting.

Buchenwald was undoubtedly on his mind when
the war ended on May 8, 1945. Reporting on the
celebration in London, he noticed that not everyone
joined in the revelry. “Some people appear not to be
part of the celebration . . . .” Murrow reported.
“Tonight, walking through familiar side streets in
London, trying to realize what has happened, one’s
mind takes refuge in the past. The war that was seems
more real than the peace that has come.”

SHROUD OF SECRECY LIFTED
AMSTERDAM (CBS/AP) Millions of Nazi files that
describe the mechanics of mass murder were a step
closer to being opened to researchers following an
agreement Tuesday by an 11-nation panel that has
kept the archive locked away since World War II,
officials said.

But first the draft must be signed by government
ministers in Berlin — a date has not been set — and
be sent back to the countries for ratification, said
Paul Mertz, the Luxembourg Foreign Ministry
official who is the chairman of the commission that
oversees the archive.

The process is likely to delay the opening of the
50 million files to researchers until at least the end
of the year, Mertz said.

The move to unlock the storehouse in the German
town of Bad Arolsen came amid pressure from the
dying generation of Holocaust survivors and victims’

families who
feared their
histories would be
lost forever unless
the rules were
changed.

The break-
through came last
month when Ger-
many, which had
said that access to
the files by Holo-
caust researchers
would violate the

country’s privacy laws, agreed to soften its secrecy rules.
Under the changed language agreed upon

Tuesday, each country will be able to receive copies
of the files and apply its own privacy rules.

The countries on the International Commission
are Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Israel,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Britain and
the United States. Some of them will require
parliamentary approval of the agreement, but the U.S.
State Department can endorse the amendments
without involving Congress.

The documents in the archive include the registration
of concentration camp inmates by the numbers burned on
their arms, stacks of crumpled identity booklets and meticu-
lously kept records of executions. “Bad Arolsen is the
most complete file. On many subjects it is unique,”
Mertz said.

View of a “Working Book For
Foreigners” seen at the International
Tracing Service in Bad Arolsen,
Germany. (AP)
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PLEASE SEND ALL  RESPONSES TO allgenerations@aol.com.

FROM JENNIFER MITTLEMAN
We are looking for any information about JOSEF HERSKOVITZ
(HERSHKOVITCH) originally from Botfalva, Czechoslovakia (although in 1944
it was considered part of Hungary). The family was taken to a ghetto before they
were transported, but my grandfather doesn’t know where it was. It was a large
field and they lived in tents (near Ungvar/Uzhorod). After living in the ghetto
for some weeks/months, they were taken to the railway station in Ungvar (I
think) and transported to Auschwitz.  Once the family arrived, men and women
were separated, and he and his father went through a warehouse where they were
stripped and had their heads shaved. Upon exiting the warehouse they were given
prisoner’s clothing, and told they could switch to get better fitting clothing. When
my grandfather went to switch his clothing, he lost his father and never saw him
again. We have no idea what happened to him.  He was last seen in Auschwitz in
a courtyard where he was given a prisoner’s uniform on the day of his arrival to
the camp.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM REBECCA KNASTER
My father BARUCH KNASTER was one of seven brothers and
sisters. His full name is Michoel Baruch. But he was always called
Baruch. One brother died before the war but the others except for
one of his younger sisters were all married and had children. My
father was also married with 3 children but after the war no one
was left. Many years ago I tried to do a search through the Red
Cross. They were only able to document one of his brothers. He
had died after liberation. My father died five years ago at 96. He
was somewhere in the middle of his siblings. If any had survived
I highly doubt they would still be alive. But I still wonder if anyone
had survived. He was born, 1905, in Lodz, Poland.  Knaster has
always been his/our name. Many years ago I tried contacting all
of the Knasters in the NYC phone book. All of their families immigrated long
before the war. There was no family connection other then having the same last
name. My older sister lives on the West coast and did the same. There was no
family connection, as well. Reading about other’s success I thought I would give
it a try as well. Did anyone know a Knaster from Lodz? His married sister Gitel’s
last name was Rosen.  I have the names of my dads brothers and sisters if that
would help.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM DINA WERNER
I am searching for information about my brother, Matis Getzel Dancygier.  He
was born in Lowicz, Poland and was transported to Warsaw Ghetto in 1941. He
was also in Starachowic Camp with a cousin from Drilcz, named Kaminski.
After the Liberation I heard that he may be alive, but never was able to track him
down or receive information about him. If anyone has heard of him, remembers
him from the camps or after, or knows any information about him, please let me
know.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM EDWARD HOFFMAN (NICKNAME BUMI)
I was born in NOEY SZOLLOS in 1929.  I was liberated in EBENSEE. I am
looking for a good friend.  His name is ANDY KLEIN form Ungvar. He lived in
near Manchester in Burnley, England in 1946-1947. 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM FRANCES FLESHER
My husband, MOSES FLESHER, died 30 years ago in the U.S. During the war
he was in the Krakow ghetto. I submitted a claim for social security for Moses,
and the claim was approved on the condition that I provide two (2) testimonies.
Is there anybody who worked in the ghetto with him who can testify to his being
there?
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM GEORGE DYNIN
Looking for survivors from our town. During the fall of 1941 until the summer
of 1944, I was a teenager living in Horodyszcze with my mother and little sister.
We pretended to be a Polish family named Dunin. On two occasions, I
informed the ghetto dwellers about the planned action by the Germans and local
police to kill all remaining Jews in Horodyszcze. My mother found out about
this while working as a translator in the office of Alexander Jakimowicz, the

mayor of Horodyszcze.  We were living in a house on the square almost opposite
the pharmacy.
 ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM MARY ECKSTEIN
Looking for two of my childhood friends whom I had lost touch with a long time
ago. SCHWARTZ VERA from Budapest. Her mother had a little tobacco shop
on  Bajcsi Zsillinski ut. The last time I saw Vera was in Vienna, 1957 January. I
also would like to locate CUKOR MARIKA. She lived on Tokolyi ut, worked at
Ofotert as an optician.  I have no knowledge whether they stayed in Hungary or
emigrated.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
FROM NINA GULBAS
I am from Ostrow Mazowiecki. My father was a baker, a cyker macher. In 1939
the Germans occupied Ostro-Mazowiecki. Somehow we escaped into the woods
until the  Russian soldiers found us and we were sent to Russia. We lived in
Byelorusia. After my father died in 1957, we went back to Poland to find relatives,
but in vain. Then we went to Israel. My mother died there. In 1966 we came to
America with my sister Yocheved (Ania) Gruwer. She died in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
My younger brother, Nechemia Krakowski died in Beer-Sheva, Israel. My other
sister, Rywka Kopilewicz died in Copenhagen, Denmark. My brother, Leizer
Krakowski was killed in the war by the Germans in 1941. My brother Robert
Kay (Haim Krakowski) lives in Toronto, Canada. He left Poland many years
ago, before the war started.
 ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM RABBI BERNHARD ROSENBERG

My mother, RACHEL ROSENBERG, maiden name FRANKEL,
born May or June 5, 1914, lived in Slomnicki, near Cracow,
Poland. Her parents, Jacob and Bluma Frankel owned a leather
factory in Cracow.  Their other children were: Frimet, Chana,
Chaim, and Alter.  Rachel was originally sent to the labor camp,
Plassau/Krakowa and liberated from the labor camp
Skazyskokarmiene Werk C.   My father, Jacob, born September
14, 1910, lived in Wrozdislaw, Poland.  His parents were Berish
and Feigel Miriam. Berish had two children with his first wife,
Malka Szlanski: Rivka(Regina Braun) and David. Regina
survived with her daughter and son-in-law, Maria and Fred
Devinki, and lived in Kansas City, MO. Berish and Feigel Miriam
had four children: my father Jacob, and his siblings, Hinda,

Bluma and Yehudit. My father was married before the war. His first wife and two
children perished in the Holocaust.  My father was liberated from Auschwitz.  It
is known that the Jews of Wrozdislaw were sent to Treblinka and Sandomierz.
My parents married after the war in Regensberg, Germany.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM JOAN STONE
Regarding my father HERMANN FRANK.  According to the Intenational Red
Cross, he was transported from Paris in 1943 via Camp Gurs and Drancy to
either Auschwitz or Lublin-Majedenak and declared dead as of May 8, 1945.  Is
there any way I could find out the actual date of his death? Any suggestion would
be very much appreciated. Additionally my grandmother’s sister was in
Theresienstadt. Is there an e-mail address which I could contact to find out when
she died? My mother’s cousin went from Gemany to Italy around 1936. Is there
a registry I could contact which lists Jews deported from Italy?
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM DANA SZEFLAN BELL
We were in Siberia Northern Russia, but I cannot remember the orphanage I was
in. We have narrowed it down to Kagan in Uzbekistan; they tell me that there
was an orphanage #2 in Kagan at that time. This was 64 years ago. In recent
years they have transferred the orphanage to Bukhara. In the transfer they have
lost some records. I am not certain if this indeed was my orphanage, but it sounds
right as we were transported to Kagan from Northern Russia’s Labor camp, I
believe in 1942.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM ELLIE SCHILD
Did anyone leave Belgium by ship at the end of September 1938, and arrive in
New York October 12, 1938?
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM JEANETTE RAPAPORT
   I was born in Paris in 1937. My father came from Nadworna, Galicia, Poland,
to France in 1929. My mother came from Olkusz (Poland) in 1930.  I’m trying to
find members of my father’s family. My father died in Mauthausen, Austria. His
name was HUBSCHMAN MEIR (there is also another spelling HUPSZMAN)
born on November 7th, in 1901 in Nadworna (Poland), now Nadwornaja
(Ukraine).
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FROM ISAAC WEINSTOCK
I am from Iasi, Romania, and am looking for my brother NAIMAN VAINSTOC—
I never could find out what happened to him. He was 15 in 1942 and was believed
to have taken someone’s place on the “STRUMA”, but it was never certain. We
lived at Strada Smardan No. 4, Iasi, Romania. Mother and I were the only ones
that survived and came back from Transnistria in 1944. Anyone from Iasi that
might have some information or seen my brother at any time or anywhere?
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM CHARLES SREBNIK
 I am looking for information on my uncle, AVRAM SLUSZNY, who lived in
Kiev.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM RUTH WENIG
My mother, MARTHA REICH KASTICHER, asks if anyone has any information
on a woman named HEDY KADAR, a childhood friend born in 1931.  They
went to school together in Budapest. The last time my mother saw her was around
early 1945 when her family tried to get to the United States.  Hedy had an uncle
who lived in Detroit.. Is there any information about the Kadar, Weinberger or
Reich family of Budapest. My grandparents, LAZAR REICH and his wife,
CHARLOTTE (LOTKA) WEINBERGER REICH were an affluent couple in
Budapest.  My grandfather was a cantor and a mohel.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM PATRICIA WILSON (ISRAEL)
MARGULES / GUTERMAN / DANCYGIER families...
Chava (Ewa) MARGULES (maiden name) recently discovered her identity. She
was born in Sosnowiec, Poland in 1942 and was given to a non-Jewish Polish
family. After WWII Chava spent time in an orphanage in
Fublaines, France—a picture of the bus which took Chava and
some of her traveling companions to the orphanage, has been
posted on Viewmate ­ no VM 7863 - please view at http://
data.jewishgen.org/viewmate/toview.html. She was raised in the
United States, married, and with her own family came to live in
Israel some 30 years ago. Her real parents are: Abram
MARGULES born 1904  in Sosnowiec (son of Mordka Josek
MARGULES born 1871 in Dzialoszyce and and Ester Rywka
DANCYGIER born 1873 in Szczekociny) and Leja Sara
GUTERMAN born 1915 in Dabrowa Gornica (daughter of
Jankiel Josek GUTERMAN born 1853 Zarnowiec, Olkusz and
Sura DANCYGIER born 1877 in Szczekociny.) Chava knows that her parents
were married in 1932 and strongly believes she had siblings. The whereabouts of
the whole family is unknown. Chava’s grandmothers, Ester Rywka and Sura
DANCYGIER were sisters. It appears that Sura was married twice, her first
husband bearing the surname of KAISER. Abram MARGULES had a brother,
Pinkus, born 1898, who in 1922 married Sura Laja PALIWODA, daughter of
Jochym (Khaim) and Chana (nee DAFNER) from Strzemieszyce. Known is that
they had three children but there may have been more. His son, Leiser Ansel,
was born in 1922 but died in 1935; his other siblings were  David and Raizel. It
is not known what happened to them. Leja (Leah) GUTERMAN  had two elder
sibling twins, Abram and Breindla.  Abram born 1913 died in 1917, but what
happened to Breindla?  It is also known that after the war a Sima WOLBERG/
BINDER was searching for her cousin Chava/Eva MARGULES. Did you know
Sima WOLBERG/BINDER?
Visit the JRI-Poland web site at www.jri-poland.org  Post messages to jri-
pl@lyris.jewishgen.org  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM THE LAUDER FOUNDATION
We are looking for an OLEK MALINOWSKI (possibly an assumed name) who
was cared for in a Lodz child-care facility during the war.  He was born about
1936-1938, we think. That’s all we know about him at this time.  If you have any
leads, please let us know. laudergen @jewish.org.pl
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM ALIANA  BRODMANN E. VON RICHTHOFEN
Seeking JOHN ROSE from Melbourne Australia. John is the son of my late
mother’s sister, Ruszia Rose, nee Liebgold of Kracow, Poland. My mother’s
name was Rysza Brodmann, nee Liebgold. They had a sister, Fela Basel, nee
Liebgold. Ruszia Rose was married to Jack (formerly Janek) Rose and they moved
to Melbourne after the liberation in Germany. John must have been born around
1950 and visited us in Cologne Germany in his teens.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FROM LAZARE BERNEMAN
Sixty (60) years ago the man in the photograph (please see attached) saved my
mother. Do you know him? Does anyone know him? I am looking for this man
...+/- 35years. He saved my mother on May 15, 1945 in Stuttgart, Germany, by

giving her
a British
u n i f o r m
and taking
her with
him on the
train from Stuttgart, Germany to Lier in
Antwerp, Belgium (where my father’s sister
and brothers were living) and helping her with
all the checkpoints in Germany. The British
army was in Lier until +/- 1948? I think he was
in the Jewish Brigade? They arrived in Antwerp
on My 16, 1945 in the morning.
Please try to help me and my mother.
^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂

FROM EVA LUFTIG TOBIAS
I am trying to locate a long lost cousin in France (Paris) whose maiden name was
Blumenthal. Her married name was Kathryn Balle or Ballet. She and her husband
visited us over forty years ago in New York. My mom was the connector and
writer.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING SEARCHES TO:
davidlewin@btinternet.com

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

KINDERTRANSPORTEES AT “THE LAUNDRY”
Shortly before the start of World War II, 10,000 children were
brought to England. Most of them never saw their parents again.
This operation became known as the KINDERTRANSPORT. One
group of these children was housed for a short while in 1939/
1940 in a hostel in Linslade which they called “The Laundry.” We
are searching for and would like to hear from any of the Jewish
refugee children from Germany and Austria who stayed at this
location. Some of their names were: Bruno Berger, Ernst Caspari
(he may have studied medicine), Marion Frischauer, Hannah
Hirsch, Franz Oppenheimer, Wolfgang Zernick. There may have
been others….
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

KLINGER
We are searching for the heirs of Leopold KLINGER, a brother of Rudolf
KLINGER. Leopold KLINGER was listed after 1945 as “missing” (ie of unknown
place of residence). His brother Rudolf KLINGER born 23 Jun 1881 and his
wife Milada KLINGER(ova), nee OESTERREICHER(ova) born 1 Apr 1888
had a daughter Kamila. Kamila KLINGER(ova), was born on 31 Aug 1909 in
Prague. She married Otto F FISCHER, born 16 November 1906. Kamila
FISCHER(ova) probably had a son from her previous marriage Peter
GUENSTLING, who was born on 28 June 1934 in Prague. Kamila FISCHER
probably left for PARAGUAY on 12 April 1948. She had a Czech passport -
Number 1712/32, issued by the Police HQ in Prague, extended by the
Czechoslovak Embassy in London till 1946. A repatriation card issued by the
Ministry of Protection and Social Care in Prague under the No. 1710/45. Her last
known place of residence was Prague 10, Sterboholy Reg. No. 4. We believe that
Milada KLINGER remarried BRYAN, and that she lived in the USA at 5347,
Ferndale, Pl Pinellas Park, FL, 333565. Other listed heirs of Leopold KLINGER
– and likely to have been family relatives were:
Pavla KROPACK(ova) [ KROPACEK ] Hermina HAJK(ova) [ HAJEK ] Marta
GRAUER(ova) [ GRAUER ]
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
FIALA
Paul FIALA is the son of Karel FIALA, born in 1906 in Lvov, the son of a
Czech diplomat in Lvov, Poland at that time. Karel divorced his first wife in
1938. He left Czechoslovakia and joined the Czech army in exile to fight the
Nazis. With his unit he was transferred to France and later to England where
he remained stationed until November 1945. Then he returned with his unit to
Czechoslovakia. Before he returned to Prague from England with his army
unit, he re-married and had two children in his second marriage. First his son,
Pavel, was born while still in England, either in 1944 or 1945. Later they had a
daughter, who may have been born already in Prague. Pavel might call himself
Paul rather than Pavel. His family name might be spelled with two L’s well
FIALLA rather then Fiala, since his grandfather spelled his name with double
L. Do you recognize any of this?
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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An
Appeal
to Our

Readers

For years we have been disseminating our publication, Together, free of charge to
survivors, descendants, and the Jewish community at large. It has been our contribu-
tion to the clarion call to “never forget” and to offer our readers as much information
as we can gather to reflect the current state of affairs of Holocaust-related issues. But
as with all things, our resources dwindle. And so, we have come to ask for support
from our readers to help defray the costs of production and mailing. Please make a
meaningful, tax deductible contribution payable to the “American Gathering” and
forward it to the address below. Thank you.

send to: American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
  122 West 30th Street, Suite 205
  New York, NY 10001

Name:
______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:
____________________________________________________________________________________
City: State: Zip: Phone:
____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount of contribution: $
____________________________________________________________________________________

Our records
consist of
175,000

survivors,
the only

database of its
kind worldwide.

Special “Matzevah Marker”
Available for Survivors’ Graves

Survival has placed upon us the
responsibility of making sure that the
Holocaust is remembered forever. Each
of us has the sacred obligation to share
this task while we still can. However,
with the passage of each year, we realize
that time is against us, and we must make
sure to utilize all means for future
remembrance.

A permanent step toward achieving
this important goal can be realized by
placing a unique and visible maker on
the gravestone of every survivor. The
most meaningful symbol for this
purpose is our Survivor logo, inscribed
with the words HOLOCAUST

SURVIVOR. This simple, yet dramatic,
maker will re-affirm our uniqueness and our
place in history for future generations.

Our impressive MATZEVAH marker is
now available for purchase. It is cast in solid
bronze, measuring 5x7 inches, and can be
attached to new or existing tombstones. The
cost of each marker is $100.00. Additional
donations are gratefully appreciated.

Let us buy the marker now and leave
instructions in our wills for its use. This will
enable every one of us to leave on this earth
visible proof of our miraculous survival and
an everlasting legacy of the Holocaust.

Name ____________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________

City ____________________________State _______ Zip __________

Number of Markers ___________________

Total Amount Enclosed ________________

The cost of each marker is US $100
including shipping & handling.
Make checks payable to:
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
and mail to:
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
122 West 30th Street
New York, NY 10001
Please allow sixty (60) days for delivery.


