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“Remembrance and Beyond” was the theme of the First Annual International
Day of Commemoration to honor the memories of the victims of the Holocaust
held at the United Nations on January 27, 2006—the 61st anniversary of the
liberation of the death camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau. For the survivors of the
Nazi Concentration camps, their children, and grandchildren that came together
in the General Assembly Hall on that sunny and chilly day in New York, it was
a solemn gathering and a historic event.

As I sat with my mother, a survivor of the camps—my father, also a survivor,
died in 1999—in the spacious General Assembly filled beyond capacity with
nearly 2,000 people, I thought about the remarkable strength of the survivors,
who found the will and courage to live and build new lives while carrying
within them the tragedies and memories of horror, death, and cruelty never
witnessed before.

In an elegant voice filled with solemnity and respect, Shashi Tharoor, United
Nations Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, started
the ceremony with two minutes of silence to honor the victims. In his remarks, Mr.
Tharoor said it was appropriate that the liberation of Auschwitz be commemorated at
the United Nations, which was built on the ashes of the Holocaust. “When they were
confronted by the full horror of what had been done in the death camps of Europe,
world leaders were inspired, indeed driven, to create a place where they could work
together to change our world for the better,” Mr. Tharoor said.

REMEMBRANCE AND BEYOND
Observations from the First Annual Holocaust Commemoration at the United Nations

continued on page 4

by Fred Glueckstein

American Gathering Now on
the World-Wide Web
The American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants
have launched a website that makes it possible for readers of Together to get
expanded news coverage, more searches and allows them to comment on the
events of the day.

Together readers and others can now visit www.americangathering.com
to download current issues of the newspaper and get the latest news concerning
the Holocaust. This site is “live” and material is often added several times a day.
www.americangathering.com brings you the latest news, announcements, events
and happenings concerning the survivor community.  (If the screen is too small,
many computers allow users to click on the control and plus sign key to make
the screen larger. You have to click your mouse on the text page first.) There are
links to major educational resources and to Second and Third generation groups,
too. There’s even poetry and opinion columns. You will find news you can use,
and even an explanation of the new drug prescription plan for the elderly that
was put into place by the Federal government. You will also find a list of Jewish
agencies that work with survivors, and a music video in Yiddish that will put a
smile on your face. (keyword: Lipa)

There is a search engine on the right-hand side of the page above the news

Shashi Tharoor, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information,
speaks at a candlelight vigil in memory of the victims of the Holocaust.

continued on page 4

American Gathering
Leadership Passes Resolution
Condemning Holocaust Denial
By Jeanette Friedman

“History and morality must be rooted in truth. The American Gathering of
Jewish Holocaust Survivors condemns Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
for his despicable dismissal of the Shoah as a ‘myth’ and his cynical promotion
of cartoons desecrating the Holocaust, and commends Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, United Nations Secretary
General Kofi Annan, and all those leaders of the international community who
promptly and unambiguously repudiated President Ahmadinejad’s reprehensible
slander.”

Thus read the resolution passed by top leaders of Holocaust survivors and
their descendants from around the U.S. in Washington, D.C., on Presidents’
Weekend. The meeting of the National Leadership Conference of the American
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their Descendants designed to
bring in leaders from the Second and Third Generations.

continued on page 3
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This was the word frequently
uttered to me by my father during
the Holocaust.

Today, more than sixty years
later, it appears to me that this word
was superfluous. For how could it
be possible for me, a survivor of
Auschwitz to forget even for one
moment the horrific experiences
endured in the concentration camps.
Just witnessing the atrocities

committed at the gate entering Auschwitz is more than enough to keep me awake
at night until the end of time.

The brutality and bestiality that occurred daily in the camps is indelibly
etched in my mind. The look of pleasure and laughter on the faces of the murderers
as they tortured innocent men, women, and children is beyond description and
will always linger in my consciousness. How can I erase the sight of the living
skeletons, still alive just skin and bones? How can I ever forget the smell of
burning flesh that constantly filled the air?

The heartbreaking sobbing of the children, as they were torn from their
mother’s arms by the inhuman actions of their captors, will ring in my ears until
I am laid to rest. I often wonder if the cries of these youngsters penetrated heaven’s
gate.

We survivors continuously came face-to-face with death, and our past was
taken from us. Yet, despair was not the final answer for survivors. Despite
hopelessness, we created life in a world of darkness, and successfully wrestled
with the dark shadows as we remembered an all consuming evil.

We survivors dare not forget the millions who were murdered, for if we were
to forget, the conscience of mankind would be buried alongside the victims.

Here, today, we are taking part in a Holocaust commemoration under the
auspices of the United Nations. This is a perfect opportunity to extend a
meaningful, heartfelt message to leaders of all nations and the world at large.

We must all remember!
For if you the leaders of the world will remember, and teach others to

remember, then the Holocaust and the atrocities in Darfur, Biafra, and Kosovo
will have no place on the face of the earth.

But to remember is not enough, it is the deed not just the thought that is
critical. It is our mutual obligation—that of survivors and you the leaders of the
United Nation—to instill in future generations the understanding of what happens
when prejudice and hatred are allowed to flourish.

So we all must teach our children tolerance and understanding at home and
in school. For tolerance cannot be assumed…it has to be taught. And we must
teach our children that hate is never right and love is never wrong!

For us survivors, this commemoration under UN auspices is a muted triumph.
It is imperfect justice for it took sixty years for the crimes committed during the
Holocaust to be properly acknowledged by the United Nations.

Zachor, Gedenk, Remember ….
by Roman Kent

Appeal for E-mail Addresses of Survivors and
Their Descendants

The American Gathering is collecting e-mail addresses of survivors
and their descendants in order to communicate with them in a
more cost-efficient and effective way.

Please send your e-mail address to amgathtogether@aol.com

E-mail: info@claimscon.org
Website: www.claimscon.org
E-mail News: news@claimscon.org
CONFERENCE ON JEWISH MATERIAL CLAIMS
AGAINST GERMANY, INC.
15 East 26th Street, Room 906, New York, New York
10010, USA
18 Gruzenberg Street, P.O. B. 29254, 65251 Tel Aviv,
Israel
Sophienstr. 44, D-60487 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Desider Friedmann-Platz 1, A-1010 Vienna, Austria

Visit our website at www.claimscon.org

CLAIMS CONFERENCE
CONTACT INFORMATION

Audience in the UN General Assembly.
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by Rabbi Dov Greenberg

Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel was once asked
whether the world had learned anything from the
Holocaust. Wiesel responded, “Yes—that you can get
away with it.” If Wiesel is right—and the international
fury against the collective Jewish existence in Israel
in recent years seems to confirm his words—then for
Jews, the lesson must be the exact opposite: never
again will we allow a Holocaust to happen. That means
first and foremost that Israel must be strong, spiritually,
morally and militarily.

From the beginning of World War II, the world
was divided into two types of countries: those that
expelled or murdered Jews, and those that rejected
the Jews who had been expelled or who had fled from
elsewhere. Had there been an Israel, there would have
been a country willing to take in the Jewish refugees
when America, Britain and the other nations refused.

In his book A Durable Peace, Benjamin
Netanyahu put it simply: “Until I stood there at
Birkenau, I never realized how tiny and mundane the
whole thing was. The factory of death could have been
put out of operation by one pass of a bomber. Indeed
the Allies had been bombing strategic targets a few
miles away. Had the order been given, it would have
taken but a slight shift of the bomber pilot’s stick to
interdict the slaughter. Yet the order was never given.”

On July 4, 1946, forty-two Jewish Holocaust
survivors who had returned to their home village of
Kielce, Poland were murdered in a brutal pogrom by
their Polish Christian neighbors.

Thirty years later to the day, on July 4, 1976, more
than 100 Jews who were about to be murdered in
Entebbe, Uganda were saved by the Israeli army in
one of the most daring rescue missions in history. More

than anything else, Entebbe demonstrated the
importance of a competent Israeli Defense Force.

When Pope Paul VI criticized Israel’s “fierceness”
during a private audience with Golda Meir, she
replied: “Do you know what my earliest memory is?
A pogrom in Kiev. When we were merciful and when
we had no homeland and when we were weak, we
were led to the gas chambers.”

“Mama!”
While visiting Israel, a teacher of mine

encountered an American minister who started
badgering him with hostile questions and comments
about Israel, and finally asked him, “What is it that
you Jews really want?”

My teacher responded with the following story:
At Stolpce, Poland, on September 23, 1942, the

ghetto was surrounded by German soldiers. Pits had
been prepared outside a nearby village where the Jews
would be led and then shot. The Germans entered the
ghetto, searching for the Jews. A survivor by the name
of Eliezer Melamed later recalled how he and his
girlfriend found a room where they hid behind sacks
of flour. A mother and her three children had followed
them into the house. The mother hid in one corner of
the room, the three children in another.

The Germans entered the room and discovered the
children. One of children, a young boy, began to scream,
“Mama! Mama!” as the Germans dragged the three of
them away.

But another of them, only four years old, shouted
to his brother in Yiddish, “Zog nit ‘Mameh.’ Men vet
ir oich zunemen.” (“Don’t say ‘Mama.’ They’ll take
her, too.”)

The boy stopped screaming. The mother remained
silent. Her children were dragged away. The mother
was saved.

“I will always hear that,” Melamed recalled,
“especially at night. ‘Zog nit Mameh’—‘Don’ t say
Mama.’ And I will always remember the sight of the
mother. Her children were dragged away by the
Germans. She was hitting her head against the wall,

ISRAEL AND THE
HOLOCAUST

The conference, led by American Gathering
officers Sam Bloch, Roman Kent and Max Liebmann,
was designed to inform, inspire and bring unity to the
movement. They also discussed future challenges. Ben
Meed, the president of the Gathering, could not attend
due to illness. Wishes for his full recovery were sent
to his family.

Bloch, senior vice president of the Gathering,
chaired the meeting, made the introductions and
stressed unity as the theme. He described the role of
the American Gathering in the American Jewish
community and its participation in major Jewish
national and international organizations. Roman Kent,
the organization’s chairman, delivered a report from
the Claims Conference, of which he is treasurer. He
explained current disbursements, and added that there
is a severe lack of funding for survivors in poverty—
especially in Israel. cHe was followed with a report
on how Jewish Family Services (JFS) agencies work
given by social worker Ruth Kirschner, from JFS in
Rockville, MD. Kent also reported on the UN
Commemoration (see page 1 story).

Bloch then invited participants to speak: Syd
Mandelbaum, a second generation (2G) leader from
Cedarhurst, Long Island is CEO of Rock and Wrap It
Up, a foodbank charity. He would like to see the
American Gathering partner with him on Wrap it in

American Gathering Leadership
Passes Resolution Condemning
Holocaust Denial
continued from page 1

as if to punish herself for remaining silent, for wanting
to live.”

After concluding the story, my teacher told the
minister, “What do we Jews really want? Well, I’ll
tell you what I want. All I want is that our
grandchildren should be able to call out ‘Mama’
without fear. All we want is that the world leave us
alone.”

Too few of Israel’s critics seem to understand the
Jewish determination to avoid another Holocaust, this
time in their own homeland. Too few understand why
Israel cannot, and should not, entrust its survival to
nations that stood casually by while millions of innocent
Jews were obliterated. Too many nations seem willing
to have Israel take potentially fatal risks for an uncertain
regional peace that they themselves would never take.

We are obligated by the memory of the people
who died simply for being Jews to take the prospects
of Jewish vulnerability seriously. We must all take
part in the defense of Israel and the Jewish people,
whether on the physical battlefield or on the battlefield
of words and ideas. We honor the victims by
remembering them and saying: What they died for
we will live for—the right to be, the right for Jews to
live as Jews and be a blessing to humanity. For Jewish
children to live without fear and to cultivate the kind
of community children deserve. A community in
which every Jewish child and adult has the opportunity
to be exposed to the grandeur and majesty of Jewish
history, the enthralling insights and special
sensitivities of Jewish thought, the sanctity and
meaning of Jewish existence, and the power and
profundity of Torah and mitzvot.

Let us never forget the Shoah by ensuring that
Israel is forever strong. Who in future generations
could forgive us if we, who have lived through the
century of the Holocaust, did not rise up and prevent
the death of innocent Jews? Let us invoke the great
moral imperative of memory. And let our cry “Never
again” mean “Never again.”

Charity—collecting leftovers from shiva calls and
other Jewish ritual events and getting them delivered
to distribution points for the poor. The organization
also collects slightly used clothing for the needy.

Klaire Firestone, a 2G from Los Angeles, reported
on her group’s activities on the West Coast. Menachem
Rosensaft, founding chairman of the International
Network of Children of Holocaust Survivors, said that
the Gathering must ensure that the authentic memory
of the Holocaust is presrved in perpetuity. He said that
the descendants had a moral obligation to speak out
against any genocide. Joe Sachs, a survivor from
Miami-Dade Holocaust Survivors Group, reported on
his group’s activities.

Barbara Wind of MetroWest Federation’s
Holocaust Council gave a report on her group’s
activities. MetroWest was the only official Federation
organization represented at the meeting. Esther Finder,
an active 2G from the DC area, described her umbrella

group, Generations of the Shoah International.
Henry Friedman, a survivor from Seattle,

presented a report on the $20 million his city is raising
for a Holocaust Center, and provided information
about a city-wide Holocaust essay contest he sponsors.
Wolf Finkelman, a survivor from Houston, delivered
a report about the Holocaust Museum Houston, one
of the largest in the U.S., and on activities there.
Serena Woolrich, director and founder of
Allgenerations, an e-mail list, reported on her
“Searches” and asked for integration of all generations
into the Holocaust remembrance movement.

Jeanne Bloch Rosensaft, 2G of New York,
commented on the importance of strategic partners.
Eva Fogelman, also a 2G from New York, asked that
we speak more loudly on issues like Darfur.

A m b a s s a d o r
Edward B. O’Donnell,
Jr., who replaced former
Undersecretary of State
Stuart Eizenstadt as the
Special Envoy for
Holocaust Issues, issued
his report on the current
status of antisemitism in
Europe and what his
office does to fight hate
crimes there. He also
discussed the status of some reparations negotiations.

William Donat, the American Gatering’s new
administrative manager, recapped the meeting and
indicated plans for the future.

(l-r) Sam Bloch, Roman Kent, and Max Liebmann.

Ambassador Edward B.
O’Donnell
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“Remembering is a necessary
rebuke to those who say the
Holocaust never happened or has
been exaggerated.” Ambassador
Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg of
Brazil, the acting President of the
Assembly also addressed the
audience. Ambassador Sardenberg
said it was crucial for the
international community to
remember the horrendous crimes
that occurred in Nazi death camps
in order to prevent new horrors
from occurring in the years ahead.
Dan Gillerman, the Israeli
representative to the United
Nations, gave a speech where he
urged the audience to imagine “the
shattering of skulls and the burning
of flesh” of the death camps.

Holocaust survivor Mrs. Gerda Weissmann
Klein gave an eloquent and moving account of her
six-year ordeal that ended when she was liberated
by an American officer named Kurt Klein, who later
became her husband. Mrs. Klein told of arriving at
a former bicycle factory in Volary, Czechoslovakia
in 1945 after she and other survivors ended a 350-
mile death march. In a last desperate act to rid
themselves of their prisoners, the Nazi locked them
in the factory and set a time bomb to kill them all.
Miraculously, a rainstorm prevented the bomb from
going off.With the Nazis having fled, the towns-
people opened the factory to set the prisoners free.
Two days shy of her 21st birthday, Gerda was the
first to venture outside and saw an approaching jeep
with a white star with two soldiers inside. Wearing
a uniform she had never seen before, a tall American

REMEMBRANCE AND BEYOND

continued from page 1

index that will bring up what you need from the
archives by using keywords, as you would do
in Google. 

Links to organizations, publications, resources
and more are listed below the calendar.

Please go through the site, familiarize yourselves
with it, and put it to good use! If you want to send
letters to the editor, additional links, current books,
searches, articles you write or think we should post,
please let us know by sending an email to
amgathtogether@aol.com
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Hanne Liebmann
with daughter Evelyne as she

addresses those partaking in the
candlelighting ceremony.

officer got out of the jeep and walked
toward her. “I weighed 68 pounds. I
was in rags. I had white hair,”  Ms.
Klein said. The first words she said
to the American were “I am a Jew.”
The officer responded: “I am a Jew,
too.” The U.S. Army lieutenant was
Kurt Klein, a German Jew who fled
Nazi Germany in 1938. Gerda and
Kurt later married. Mrs. Klein had
been introduced by another survivor,
Roman Kent, Chairman of the
American Gathering of Jewish
Survivors of the Holocaust. In his
remarks, Mr. Kent noted that it took
the United Nations sixty years to
have this commemoration.

As part of the program, selected
photographs from the Yad Vashem
Holocaust History Museum in
Jerusalem of some of the victims

were presented as Mr. Tharoor read the names, ages,
and the circumstances of their tragic deaths at the
hands of the Nazis. It was poignant, dramatic, and
heart-rending—photographs of ordinary people in the
years before each were innocently pulled into a
nightmare unparelled in human history.

The Zamir Chorale of Boston, led by its artistic
director Joshua Jacobson, performed a selection of
songs from the ghettos and camps. The sadness of
the Chorale’s melodies and haunting refrains filled
the cavernous Assembly Hall. Many of the survivors
and others in the audience were moved to tears. The
program ended with a lecture on the theme
“Remembrance and Beyond” by Professor Yehuda
Bauer, Advisor to the Task Force for International
Cooperation on Holocaust Education,

Remembrance and Research. Professor Bauer’s
enlightening and impassioned lecture was the first
in a proposed annual series.

An old man in a baseball cap seated near us
had been crying through the program.  The young
man to his right engaged him conversation,
perhaps to console him. The elderly gentleman
showed him the tattoo on his arm—the number
burned on his flesh by the Nazis. My father had
one, too. Of all the images and words shown or
spoken that day, the simple gesture seemed for
me the most symbolic of the day’s theme—
Remembrance and Beyond—a survivor of the
Holocaust reaching out to a person of a younger

generation and showing him what his words could
not explain.

The old man’s act answered in unequivocal
terms the question of what happens after the last
of the survivors are gone: It will be left to the
present and new generations to see that future
International Days of Commemoration at the
United Nations, and other similar events around
the world, continue. It will be left to them to honor
the memories of the victims of the Holocaust that
perished and those that survived. They will need
to explain, as the General Assembly understood
in adopting their historic resolution, how the
lessons of the Holocaust must prevent the atrocities
of the future.

The question to be asked is: Who will step
forward?

UN
DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE

Ambassador Dan Gillerman.

Professor Yehuda Bauer.

(l-r) Survivor Jack Pollack and Malcolm Hoenlein of the
Conference of Presidents.

(l-r) Survivor Eta Wrobel, Tovah Feldshuh,
Dr. Ruth Westheimer and Jeanette Friedman.

Gerda Weissmann Klein.
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WARSAW JEWISH COMMUNITY COMPENSATED
After an eight-year battle with Warsaw city authorities, the city has paid the
community $3.2 million in compensation for the site of the Round Synagogue in
Praga, an area next to the Vistula River. A decision about the best way to invest
the compensation will not be made until after community elections in February.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=650

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR SERVICES TO RECEIVE AN
ADDITIONAL $5 MILLION PER YEAR FOR THREE YEARS
FROM INSURANCE COMMISSION
An extra $5 million per year for social services to Jewish victims of Nazism will
be distributed for each of the next three years from the International Commission
on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims (ICHEIC). The extra funds come from ICHEIC
allocations originally earmarked for 2010 and 2011, and are separate from ICHEIC
funds allocated towards the payment of eligible claims.
For more information: for ICHEIC http://www.icheic.org
For the Claims Conference http://www.claimscon.org
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=347

CLAIMS CONFERENCE KOSHER KITCHEN
OPENS IN BELGRADE
Greta Koriski, a Jewish victim of Nazism in Belgrade, Serbia, does not find it as
easy as she would like to get to the new kosher dining room at the Belgrade
Synagogue. Nevertheless, she comes every day for the food, which she calls
“delicious,” and to gather with fellow survivors. The new kosher kitchen, which
opened in September with funding from the Claims Conference, serves 25 to 30
Nazi victims per day. There, survivors can find a hot kosher lunch and warm
companionship. Preparations are underway to expand the kitchen’s reach,
including beginning a meals-on-wheels program.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=242

CLAIMS CONFERENCE PROGRAMS
ARTICLE 2 FUND
The are new eligibility criteria that now include certain groups of survivors who
had previously been excluded from receiving the Article 2 Fund pension according
to the German guidelines. For the full eligibility criteria currently governing the
Article 2 Fund, please go to our website at: www.claimscon.org/
index.asp?url=article2/overview
In summary, the criteria changes affect the following survivor groups:
1. Survivors from Western European countries under certain conditions
For details, go to http://www.claimscon.org/index.asp?url=article2/west_pers
2. Survivors incarcerated in specific forced labor camps in Tunisia, Algeria and
Morocco. For details, go to http://www.claimscon.org/forms/N_Africa.pdf
3. Survivors in and from the Netherlands under certain conditions

For details, go to http://www.claimscon.org/index.asp?url=article2_ann_en
PLEASE NOTE: Since Article 2 assistance is funded by the Federal Republic of
Germany, payments to persons qualifying for Article 2 payments can only be
made after the necessary funds have been approved in the German federal budget.

PROGRAM FOR FORMER SLAVE AND FORCED LABORERS
All claims eligible to receive a payment from the German Foundation
“Remembrance, Responsibility and the Future,” will expire on September 30,
2006, as mandated by the German Foundation law. After September 30, 2006,
the Claims Conference, under the law, may not make any more payments from
the Foundation. This time limit and notification concerns the following groups

CLAIMS CONFERENCE
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany

The information pr esented herein is intended for information purposes only and solely as a general guide. The information is not intended as legal
advice and is not legally binding. It is a summary of specific issues and does not represent a definitive or complete statement of the programs and
policies of the agencies mentioned. The information may not address the special needs, interests and circumstances of individual recipients. Individual
situations differ and recipients are urged to seek individual advice. Individuals seeking specific information on a program are urged to contact the
relevant program or to consult their social service agency or help center representative. To the best of our knowledge the information is correct as of the
date of this document and this information may change subsequent to the said date: December 2005.
For more information: www.claimscon.org or http://www.americangathering.com/?p=645

of persons. If you are uncertain whether you belong to any of these groups, please
contact the Claims Conference.
· Applicants or their legal successors who received a notice that they were eligible
for a payment from the Claims Conference but have not yet received the payment
as they have moved without leaving a forwarding address.
· All persons who applied to the Claims Conference prior to the application
deadline, and who have not yet received a notice informing him/her that the
claim was approved or denied.
· All heirs and legal successors who are entitled to payment and have received an
Heir Application Packet. Any recipient of the Packet should immediately submit
any forms still required.

All such persons who are eligible for payment must contact the Claims
Conference at once. If they do not contact the Claims Conference in time for the
payment to be made by September 30, 2006, the payment shall be forfeited.
Under the Foundation law, it is not possible to obtain payments after this date.
Unless indicated otherwise in future announcements, all communications to the
Claims Conference described above must be postmarked by March 31, 2006 and
must arrive at the Claims Conference by April 14, 2006.

Note to Heirs: When a person eligible for payment dies, legal successors
(heirs) of the deceased person must apply to the Claims Conference within six
months of the death of the eligible person, otherwise entitlement to payment is
forfeited

Appeals: In addition, all time limits related to appeals and to legal successors
that have not expired as of September 30, 2006, terminate on that date.

Persons eligible for payment should do everything necessary to make it
possible for the Claims Conference to make the payments within the deadline.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS NOT A NEW APPLICATION DEADLINE. YOU
MAY NOT SUBMIT A NEW APPLICATION FORM FOR PAYMENT FROM
THE GERMAN FOUNDATION.

UPDATE ON THE PROCESSING OF HEIR CLAIMS
As the Program for Slave/Forced Laborers winds down, rejection letters for certain
heir claims are being sent out. These are claims where the Claims Conference
mailed application forms according to information in our records but has not
received a single completed application form back. Rejection letters have been
sent also on claims where the heirs missed the heir deadline informing us of the
death of the eligible claimant (within 6 months of claimant’s death). Because
these are rejections, responses to these letters have to go through the APPEALS
AUTHORITY. These claims should be appealed ASAP. To appeal, write to the
Appeals Authority at the following address.

Claims Conference Appeals Authority
P.O. Box 1232 – Old Chelsea Station     or      P.O.B. 45165
New York, NY, 10113-1232 USA         91450 Jerusalem, Israel

GERMANY SOCIAL SECURITY PENSIONS
Recent Changes Affecting These Pensions
Until now, provisions of the German Social Security Code (Section 306)
prohibiting reassessment of an existing social security pension have blocked
survivors from receiving the “Ghetto Pension,” if they were awarded a small
pension (such as a pension for Child Rearing Periods) before 1997. A recent
ruling by Germany’s Federal Social Court provides the basis for the reassessment
of some of these older pensions, allowing eligible survivors in this position to
now also file for a Ghetto Pension.

What are the Child-Rearing Pensions or Benefits?
Under German Social Insurance laws, certain pensions or benefits for child-
rearing periods (Kindererziehungszeiten) may be claimed by individuals who
have the requisite insured work credits. These work credits must have been gained
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during remunerated employment in Germany or on territory annexed into the
Third Reich (such as a Nazi-occupied Ghetto), before, during or after the war.
These laws have allowed certain survivors with the qualifying insured work
contribution or credits to receive small pensions (between Euro 10- Euro 40
monthly per child) if their children were born before January 1, 1950 in Germany
or during flight from Nazi persecution. Other survivors can use child-rearing
periods as work credits to increase payments received in conjunction with different
German Social Security payments. Neither pensions nor benefits are transferable
to the child. There is no deadline to request reassessment of a pre-1997 pension.
However, in order to obtain a Ghetto Pension with retroactive payments going
back to 1997, you must contact German Social Security by June 30, 2006. Ghetto
Pension applicants who were rejected solely on the basis of Section 306 should
contact their German Social Security office for a re-assessment and a new Ghetto
Pension application. Please note that the laws governing German Social Security
are complex. Individuals are urged to seek specialized legal assistance. A list of
free or low-fee legal services is here included (see “Assistance”)

How to Apply to the Ghetto Pension or the Child Rearing Payments:
The Claims Conference is not involved in the administration or implementation
of German Social Security. To contact the German Social Security Administration,
write to the following address to state that you wish to file a Ghetto Pension or
Child Rearing claim. No special application form is necessary. It is not necessary
to describe work performed or work location.
Deutsche Rentenversicherung Bund /German Social Insurance Board
10704 Berlin, Germany. www.deutsche-rentenversicherung-bund.de

How to Request Reassessment If You Already Receive a Pension:
If you already receive a small pension from German Social Security (such as the
pension for Child Rearing Periods) and it was awarded to you before July 01,
1997, the date on which the Ghetto Pension law was passed, you may now be
eligible to apply for the Ghetto Pension by asking for a pension reassessment
from your German Social Security office. Write to your German Social Security
office and include your German Social Security number (VSNR or
Versicherungsnummer).

Getting Assistance
Because of the complexities of the German social insurance law, it is advisable
to seek specialized assistance. Some of these services are listed below:
Free Assistance & Legal Services
United States:
Bet Tzedek Legal Services (Los Angeles)
Tel: (323) 939-0506
Fax: (323) 549-5880
Email: info@bettzedek.org
www.bettzedek.org

Specialized Not-for-Profit Legal Services at moderate fees:
United Restitution Organization
Frankfurt: Tel: (49-69) 713 7790 – Fax: (49-69) 713 77920
Tel Aviv: Tel (972-3) 517-0204; Fax (972-3) 517-0655
New York: Tel (212) 921-3860; Fax (212) 575-1918
Toronto: Tel (416) 630-2920; Fax (416) 630-1885

HUNGARIAN GOLD TRAIN SETTLEMENT
The first funds from a $25 million class-action settlement between Hungarian

Holocaust survivors and the U.S. government have been distributed to social
service agencies for the benefit of needy Hungarian survivors. The Conference
on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany (Claims Conference) allocated $4.2
million to 27 agencies in seven countries. A list of agencies and guidance on
obtaining assistance can be found at www.hungariangoldtrain.org and
www.claimscon.org.

Each agency will have a Holocaust survivor advisory committee to assist in
the distribution of the funds. This model has been used effectively by the Claims
Conferences in the other social service programs for survivors that it funds. The
Claims Conference allocated the funds in accordance with the court-approved
plan it developed. A total of approximately $21 million will be distributed to
social service agencies over five years. Class Members (survivors included in
the Settlement) who are eligible for social service assistance are Jews who were
born before May 8, 1945 who lived in the 1944 borders of Greater Hungary
some time between 1939 and 1945, and who are in need of financial assistance.
The Settlement does not provide for direct payments to Class Members as
compensation for property lost on the Hungarian Gold Train.

New York Legal Assistance Group
The Holocaust Project
Tel: (212) 750-0800
Fax: (212) 750-0820
Email: Ldavis@nylag.org;
www.nylag.org

The Survivors Registry maintains the single most comprehensive
listing of Holocaust survivors in the world. The Registry has existed for
over a decade and currently contains over 185,000 names of survivors
and their spouses and descendants (including children, their spouses, and
grandchildren).

Visitors to the Registry’s public area at the Holocaust Museum can
access basic information about survivors and their family members via
touch-screen computers. This information is based on registration forms
submitted by survivors and their relatives, and includes birthplace and
location before and during the war, as well as maiden or prewar names.
The Registry is an invaluable resource for survivors still searching for
family and friends, as well as for historians and genealogists. Further
information can be found at www.americangathering.com.

We would be grateful—and it would be a great benefit American
Gathering members as they continue to search for missing relatives—if
you could distribute our registration forms to your members of your
families, in case some of them are not yet listed in the Registry. Registration
forms are available in Hebrew and several additional languages as well
as in English.

Contact: Laura M. Green, Collections Manager, Survivors Registry
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

202-488-6164

THE AMERICAN GATHERING
AND U.S. HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL MUSEUM

SEEKS SURVIVOR NAMES
FOR REGISTRY

NOTICE TO
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
NEEDING ASSISTANCE

Financial assistance is available for needy Holocaust
survivors.  If you have an urgent situation regarding
housing, health care, food or other emergency, you may
be eligible for a grant. These grants are funded by the
Claims Conference.

If there is a Jewish Family Service agency in your
area, please discuss your situation with them. If you live
outside the New York City metropolitan area and if there
is no such agency where you live, mail a written inquiry
describing your situation to:

Emergency Holocaust Survivor Assistance
P.O. Box 765
Murray Hill Station
New York, NY 10156
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Vladka Meed
Washington, D.C.

Today, there is a growing awareness of
the need to transmit the events and lessons of

the Holocaust to coming generations. More and more
studies about our shattering past are making their way to
the American schools as well as to schools in other
countries and we survivors, the last eye witnesses, are
concerned about how our people will be remembered. Will
history do them justice? Will myths and half truths prevail?
Will the young only learn the frightening numbers of death,
the clinical aspects of planned destruction? Or will they
be able to see beyond the numbers of mass murders, the
victims as people, each as an individual, as a human being,
as family members trying to cope with the enemy’s draconic
orders, seeking to hold on, to survive as a mench, until the

end. His life was overshadowed, ground to dust in the gigantic murder machine
and is still waiting to be seen in its full light.

Splinters of recollections crowded my mind. I see my worn-out mother with
puffed up eyes from starvation hiding a piece of bread, the payment for the old
tutor who was preparing my brother for his bar-mitzvah which he never lived to
see. I see our neighbor selling sacharin on the street and watching for Germans,
while upstairs her daughter holds illegal classes for students. I see Jews with
faces covered, hiding their beards, rushing to secret synagogues, so many faces
coming still in my mind. Faces of friends, young and old, whom I met in the
ghetto at secret cultural events, organizers of political youth groups, of secret
libraries, children’s centers, political youth groups—until they all were caught
up in the vise and sent into the gas chambers of Treblinka. This was their life in
the most trying times of starvation, of terror, of killings. A life filled with meaning,
with sacrifice, but still with hope for survival. A life with hundreds of instances
of resistance of which all too little is known. This was the soil in which the seeds
of the later organized Jewish armed resistance in the ghettos, camps and forests
took hold. And yet 60 years passed —historical facts connected with organized
armed resistance are more or less known. It seems to me that a primary task
today would be to individualize the young fighters, to elaborate more about their
lives, their homes, their thoughts and beliefs which shaped their personalities,
their actions, and which helped shape our history. Today, when I think of the
Holocaust historians, of the teachers implementing Holocaust studies in their
schools, I often ask myself how is it possible to make it easier for them to
understand the Jewish life response to the enemy’s draconic laws. It seems to me
that together with the history of Jewish resistance, we should also teach the inner
spiritual strength that for generations nourished the dynamics of Jewish life before
Hitler’s bloody axe fell. By knowing Jewish life before the war, as well as during
the war, a better understanding can be achieved in recognizing the many ways
and forms of resistance of our people, their steadfastness in the day-to-day life
deserves to be recorded in its full scope and diversity.

Now, over 60 years later, the echo of that time is still among us. Lately, the
media, the press and many institutions are marking the dramatic high point of
the Nuremberg War Crime Trials in Germany. Indeed, as early as 1942, leaders
of the United States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union had issued a joint

declaration resolving to prosecute those responsible for violence against civilian
populations. They already knew of mass killings of Jews in Europe. But no actions
were taken throughout the war years to answer the constant requests for help.
Yes, a war was going on on many fronts, but the Jewish front was forsaken—our
people were abandoned. But in the decades thereafter there have been other trials,
among them the Eichmann trial which took place in Israel.

And these continue on up to the present time. Only a few years ago, American
Professor Deborah Lipstadt, who was a lecturer here at our Alumni Conferences,
was called to court in a libel case in England by a well known Holocaust denier.
Deborah won her case. The London Daily Telegraph described the trial as doing
for the 21st century what the Nurenberg and Eichmann trials had done for the century
before.

Last November, remarkable news was in the press. A notorious Holocaust
denier was arrested in Austria and will stand trial the 20th of February for lying that
there were no gas chambers, that there were no mass killings. He is still spreading
his lies to students and others.

At the same time in November, the United Nations General Assembly passed
a resolution creating an annual Holocaust Remembrance Day. The first observance
took place this January 27th. It included an event attended by 2,000 people, held in
the General Assembly organized by the UN, Israel representatives to the UN. It
included speeches by professor Yehuda Bauer, Chairman of the International
Institute for Holocaust Research at Yad Vashem, and survivor, Gerda Klein. Both
of them have been distinguished guest speakers at our alumni meetings. Why did
it take 60 years for the UN to pass such an important resolution.

Permit me finally to share with you a few lines from a letter we received
from one of our alumni, John Iiori, a teacher from Jacksonville, Florida.

“The unique program in which I participated in 1990 changed the way I look
at every day life. For three years before becoming a teacher, I checked boxcars
as an employee for a railroad. Today, as a teacher, I cannot see a railroad track
without seeing Treblinka and the gate at Birkenau. The bond we teachers have
with you will not break. We will continue to teach, to bear witness, long after
you the survivors are gone. This is a mission we educators have accepted.”

Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers Program

On Behalf of the Class of
2000  by Griff Watson

It is an honor to have been asked to bring
greetings on behalf of the Class of 2000.

Like many here who had little formal training in
Holocaust history my interest was primarily self-
directed.  You see from an early age I liked reading
history.  It didn’t matter what area—Ancient,
Modern, European, Native American, African
American—the past offered a wider and more
interesting outlook on people and places that
sometimes wasn’t  readily available  in small town
America.

 In high school I discovered Leon Uris’ Mila 18.
I hadn’t planned to read it, and wasn’t assigned to
read it.  You see, I joined book clubs to get free books.

Carrie Swartz, Henry Greenbaum, and Laura Holtry-Hughes after one of the panel discussions. Henry
is a Holocaust survivor and spoke to the 2005 group at the USHMM when we returned from Poland
and the Czech Republic. Carrie works at the USHMM, and Laura teaches high school English in
Moorestown, NJ.

Many might remember  the introductory offers?  “Get
5 books for 99 cents.” The “blurb” must have been
interesting, so I checked it to fill out my first order.
Mila 18, whatever its literary merits, opened an
entirely new area of interest for me.

 At the time I read it, the term “Holocaust” didn’t
resonate intellectually for me.  I was in awe of the
humanity and heroism of Uris’s characters.  For me,
from that point on, the Holocaust became a life-long
subject of interest.

 In 2000, as I stood near the site of Mila 18, I
thought about that novel and what I had since come
to learn and understand about the resistance
movement that inspired it.   I never imagined that
one day I would be there, right there where that
epic resistance struggle took place. I was there,
mindful of the price paid in the Warsaw Ghetto to
maintain human dignity.

For that moment, and
many others like it, I must
continue to praise Vladka
and Ben for the Summer
Seminar.  Many years ago
they helped to establish
the universal standard for
what it means to resist
tyranny and all its evil
manifestations. They have
continued the struggle.
Their untiring dedication to the Summer Seminar
continues to influence thousands of young people
through the teachers who have come under their
tutelage.

The Class of 2000 will always remember the
Lessons of the Summer Seminar and will forever be
grateful to the two who made it all possible.



TOGETHER 8 visit our website at www.americangathering.com April 2006

AUSCHWITZ SURVIVOR
SPEAKS AT NUREMBERG
TRIAL COMMEMORATION
Ernest Michel, Vice President Emeritus of
UJA/Fed NY and a founder of The World
Gathering and the American Gathering of

Jewish Holocaust Survivors, stated, “If anyone would’ve told me [when I was]
in Auschwitz in 1945—that in November 2005 I would be in Berlin at the German
Ministry of Justice to address a German audience on the sixtieth anniversary of
the Nuremberg International War Crimes Trial, I would have thought that person
was totally out of his mind. But here I am.” http://www.americangathering.com/
?p=274

HISTORY OF POLAND’S JEWS TO GO ON DISPLAY
By Alex Storozynski - Staff Reporter of the New York Sun
The government of Poland and the city of Warsaw have allocated $26 million
and donated land in the former Warsaw ghetto for the construction of a new
Museum of the History of Polish Jews. Jewish philanthropists have raised about
$7 million for the exhibits and are trying to raise another $17 million.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=307

MEMORIAL INSTITUTIONS TO GET UNCLAIMED
HOLOCAUST ASSETS
By Amiram Barkat, Haaretz
Yad Vashem and other institutions involved in commemorating the Holocaust—
and not only needy survivors—will also receive monies belonging to heirless
Holocaust victims, according to a Knesset bill now being prepared for second
and third reading. During Knesset discussions ahead of the final approval of a
bill pertaining to the restoration of assets of Holocaust victims, it was decided
that Holocaust memorial organizations will be included in the list of recipients
of the monies, although survivors will be given higher preference. Under the
original arrangement, only needy survivors were deemed eligible to receive
monies of heirless Holocaust victims. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=383

ISRAEL: SURVIVORS’ FUND HALTS OPERATIONS
The Holocaust Survivors’ Welfare Fund stopped providing immediate nursing
services for thousands of survivors living in Israel because of financial troubles,
the funds director-general, Dubi Harel, told a press conference in January.
Moreover, the fund will discontinue the offering of grants for the purchase of
prosthetics, dentures, eyeglasses, hearing aids and medical drugs not included in
the State’s “medicine basket.” http://www.americangathering.com/?p=615

OFFICIAL GERMAN CONDEMNATION OF IRAN
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier
condemned in the sharpest terms the most recent statements by the president of
Iran about Israel and the Holocaust on December 14. Chancellor Merkel described
the statements as “incomprehensible.” Members of the Federal Cabinet found
the remarks “shocking,” Government Spokesman Thomas Steg reported. The
German Government will redouble its efforts toward an international repudiation
of remarks made by Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The statements
made by President Ahmadinejad are absolutely unacceptable, Foreign Minister
Steinmeier said. “The Federal Government condemns in the sharpest possible
terms these new statements by the Iranian president,” Steinmeier said. “I cannot
conceal that this encumbers bilateral relations as well as the negotiations on the
Iranian nuclear program.”http://www.americangathering.com/?p=473

500 PEOPLE PAY LAST RESPECTS TO
WWII JEWISH PRISONERS
By Avner Shapira, Haaretz
STUTTGART, Germany - Some 500 people participated in a funeral ceremony
Thursday for 34 Jewish inmates of a Nazi-era forced labor camp whose remains
were unearthed recently in a mass grave at a U.S. military base in south Germany.
Ephraim Kochba spoke at the funeral of the father whom he never knew. “I
wanted to tell you about my life,” said Kochba. He said he wanted to tell his
father “about the foster family that adopted me as a son in Holland, about our
family’s wonderful campaign to return me to its bosom, about the home we made
on the kibbutz, about a large family of children and grandchildren who live today
in the independent and strong Jewish state.”
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=502

BULGARIA PRESSED ON HOLOCAUST COMPENSATION
U.S. congressional representatives pressed Bulgaria on a World War II-era
compensation issue. The letter urged Bulgaria’s president and prime minister to
see that the country’s Jews receive their “rightful share” of the value of a hotel
built in Sofia on the site of a prewar Jewish school. Bulgaria’s Jewish community
is appealing a Bulgarian court decision from July that rejected Jewish claims to
nearly half the property now occupied by the Rila Hotel. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=596

U.S. BODY SLAMS POLAND ON COMPENSATION
The U.S. Helsinki Commission complained to Poland that it had yet to enact a
comprehensive compensation law for victims of Nazism and Communism.
“Poland is the only country in Central Europe that has failed to adopt a general
private property compensation or restitution law,” the commission’s chairman,
Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kansas), said in a letter this week to Polish Prime
Minister Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz. “When you are talking about victims of
property confiscation, particularly from the Nazi occupation, you are talking
about elderly people for whom every delay truly means justice denied.”
Brownback noted that the commission, a body monitoring the Helsinki accords
and comprising bipartisan representatives from both houses of Congress and
from the administration, has been raising the issue with Poland since 2002.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=553

REFUGEE FROM HITLER’S GERMANY WINS NOBEL
By Avi Krawitz and JPost Staff
After dashing to Stockholm’s
Concert Hall with 27 members
of his immediate family from the
hotel where they stayed over
Shabbat, Hebrew University
mathematics Prof. Robert J.
(Yisrael) Aumann accepted the
2005 Nobel Prize in Economics
from King Karl XVI Gustaf,
along with Thomas C. Schelling,
a retired professor from the
University of Maryland.  The
prize was awarded for their work
done in the 1960s and 70’s “that
helped defense analysts use
models to map out options
available to an adversary and thus predict what the opponent might do in a
confrontation,” the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences said. It noted Aumann’s
work in repeated game theory—the study of the emergence of patterns in behavior.
The two will share $1.3 million for the prize, which accords each a gold medal
and diploma.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=418

TOP LAWYER ON HOLOCAUST RESTITUTION CASES
TAKING FLAK OVER FEE REQUEST
By Nathaniel Popper, The Forward
New York-The most respected legal strategist in the Swiss bank dispute has come
under attack from other lawyers after requesting more than $4 million in fees —
a sum that would make him the highest paid attorney to work on the case.The
lawyer making the request, New York University law professor Burt Neuborne,
gained respect and prominence for refusing to take any fees for his work in
achieving the $1.25 billion settlement in 1998 with the Swiss banks accused of
withholding Holocaust-era deposits. More than a dozen lawyers litigated the
case, several of whom told the Forward that they assumed Neuborne had continued
to work pro bono.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=655

HOLOCAUST FUND SAYS RUSSIANS WON’T STOP NAZIS
Interfax - The attack on a synagogue in Moscow resulted from the insufficient
response of law enforcement agencies to radical nationalist groups, Holocaust Fund
President Alla Gerber told Interfax. “First and foremost, this is a result of the
inability of our law enforcement agencies, which have been unwilling to stop
occurrences of Nazism in this country for many years,” Gerber said. “The
increasingly frequent crimes perpetrated on ethnic grounds and attacks by skinheads
using Fascist slogans and swastikas in many Russian regions finally resulted in the
incident at the synagogue,” she said. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=651
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GOVERNMENT APPROVES RESTITUTION PACKAGE
TO COMPENSATE JEWS IN NORWAY
Persons who suffered from anti-Jewish measures in Norway during World Word
II will be compensated economically. The Norwegian Parliament has approved a
proposal to compensate individuals whose properties were seized by the Nazi
occupation authorities and the Quisling regime during World War II. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=276

NEW POPE ASKED TO VISIT AUSCHWITZ IN MAY
WARSAW, Poland (AP) - Pope Benedict is being invited to visit the site of the
Nazi death camp at Auschwitz during an expected visit to Poland in May. A

spokesman says the Archbishop of Krakow, who
was an aide to the late Pope John Paul the Second,
also invited the new pope to two other Polish
cities.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=597

POPE USES MESSAGE TO ATTACK
HARDLINE IRAN
The Sunday Times By Christopher Morgan
The Pope has used his inaugural new year
message to launch a veiled attack on Iran’s
hardline leadership. Pope Benedict’s comments
follow calls by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
for Israel to be “wiped off” the global map and
his recent dismissal of the Holocaust.  The Pope

said: “Authorities who incite their citizens to hostility to other countries bear a
heavy responsibility and make the future of humanity more uncertain and
anonymous.” http://www.americangathering.com/?p=611

JCT AGAINST TRANSFERRING HOLOCAUST
VICTIMS’ ASSETS
By Amiram Barkat, Haaretz
The Jewish Colonial Trust (JCT), a company holding Holocaust victims’ assets,
is bitterly opposed to transferring the money to a government-owned company
mandated by a recent Knesset law to restore the funds to survivors. The majority
of the JCT’s 70,000 Jewish shareholders died under the Nazis, but the company
insists on continuing to manage its $500 million holdings. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=595

CANDIDATE WORRIES PERU JEWS
JTA - A Peruvian presidential candidate is raising concerns in the country’s small
Jewish community with his nationalist and antisemitic rhetoric. Ollanta Humala
is a retired lieutenant colonel who, together with his brother, led an army rebellion
in a southern Peruvian compound two years ago. Humala is among the top three
candidates in the nation’s April presidential elections. http://www.american
gathering.com/?p=386

WELLESLEY COUPLE HELPED HUNDREDS FLEE NAZI
REGIME DURING HOLOCAUST
By Joseph P. Kahn, Boston Globe
In February 1939, a young Wellesley couple embarked on a mission that would
alter their lives and thousands of others. The Rev. Waitstill Sharp, 37, a Unitarian
minister, and his wife, Martha, 33, set aside personal concerns for a vastly more
urgent cause. Leaving their two young children behind, they arrived in
Czechoslovakia a month before the German occupation and began assisting
Prague’s growing refugee population.http://www.americangathering.com/?p=467

UN SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS CONDEMN
IRANIAN LEADER’S HOLOCAUST DENIAL
Members of the United Nations Security Council today condemned recent remarks
about Israel and the denial of the Holocaust attributed to Iran’s President,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=413

KNESSET PASSES DIASPORA MUSEUM LAW
JTA - The Knesset passed a law guaranteeing that the Diaspora Museum in Tel
Aviv will receive funding and resources. The Beth Hatefutsoth law was initiated
by Knesset member Inbal Gavrieli in 2003 when financial difficulties nearly

shut the museum. “This is a vote of
confidence in Beth Hatefutsoth as one of the
most important institutions in the Jewish
world and as the national center for Jewish
communities,” said Leonid Nevzlin,
chairman of the institution’s Board of
Governors. “Beth Hatefutsoth is considered one of the greatest cultural treasures
of the Jewish people,” added Sam E. Bloch, chairman of the American Friends
of Beth Hatefutsoth.The museum’s goal is to convey the story of the Jewish
people from their ancient expulsions from the Land of Israel to the present.  http:/
/www.americangathering.com/?p=411

OPRAH WINFREY CHOOSES ELIE WIESEL’S NIGHT
FOR HER BOOK CLUB
Since it was first published in French in 1958 and in English two years later, Elie
Wiesel’s Night has been one of the classic works of Holocaust history and
literature.  The New York Times called it “a slim volume of terrifying power.”  In
January of this year, Oprah Winfrey chose Night as a selection for her book club.
Since then, the poignant autobiographical account of a teenager’s survival at
Auschwitz and Buchenwald has dominated the New York Times soft-cover best
sellers list, and was simultaneously on the hard cover best sellers list for several
weeks. Oprah Winfrey said of Elie Wiesel that he is “one of the people I most
respect...Through his eyes, we witness the depths of both human cruelty and
human grace—and we’re left grappling with what remains of Elie, a teenage boy
caught between the two. I gain courage from his courage.”  “As a result of Oprah’s
choice, millions of people will read one of the most important first-person accounts
of the Holocaust and will have a window opened into the most cataclysmic
experience of the 20th century,” Menachem Rosensaft, chairman of the Editorial
Board of the Holocaust Survivors’ Memoirs Project (see story on page 12), told
the New Jersey Jewish News.

UKRAINE INAUGURATES NEW HOLOCAUST SQUARE
KIROVOGRAD, Ukraine – The Ukrainian city of Kirovograd hosted an
inauguration ceremony for a new square dedicated to victims of the Holocaust.
The festive ceremony, hosted by the local FJC-member community, took place
near the Great Choral Synagogue. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=638

DANISH COUPLE HONORED AS RIGHTEOUS GENTILES
NEW YORK November 22, 2005 - A packed Jerusalem Hall at the Israeli
Consulate in New York honored Knud Christiansen and his late wife Karen
Christiansen as they were named Righteous
Among the Nations. The reception was hosted by
both the Israeli and Danish Consulates, and the
American Society of Yad Vashem. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=289

ISLAMOFASCISTS CALL FOR
“NEW HOLOCAUST”
Source: Coalition Against Global Extremism
They’re based Antwerp, Belgium and also have a
branch in the Netherlands. It is just as ironic as it
is painful to see that these two countries, which
60 years ago fought against Nazism with courage
astoundingly disproportionate to their size, today
have become Europe’s biggest bases of a new
generation of Nazis: the Islamofascists. The president of the Arab-European
League (AEL), Dyab Abou Jahjah, says the statement made by Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Israel is “intellectually defendable.” “The
commentaries of the Iranian president that the Zionist entity (Israel) will be wiped
out of the map may not be the smartest move in a strategic moment when Iran is
trying to resist efforts by the US to isolate it. Nevertheless, the foundation of Mr.
Ahmadinejad’s reasoning is intellectually defendable, and despite the fact that
his regime is no perfect example of political morality, I argue that his position on
this matter is the only possible moral one,” wrote Abou Jahjah in an article
published on the AEL’s website.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=55

NEW HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FOR WESTERN UKRAINE
VOLYN, Ukraine – In the village of Pulmo, the most remote settlement in

cont’d on page 10
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Ukraine’s Volyn Region, a new monument
has been erected to honor the memory of
victims of the Holocaust. This monument was
constructed on the site where 215 residents
of this village were executed by invading
Nazi forces. This tragedy took place in June

1942. http://www. american gathering.com/?p=279

2G FORCES ARGENTINA TO RIGHT WRONGS
By Joe Goldman
BUENOS AIRES, Nov. 3 (JTA) — When Diana Wang won the right to change
her religious affiliation from Catholic to Jewish on her 1947 entry papers to
Argentina, it represented another step forward by the current government to right
past wrongs. And it was an emotionally charged moment for Wang, president of
the Generation of the Shoah group in Argentina.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=104

YAD VASHEM HOSTS EIGHT-DAY SEMINAR FOR TUTSI
SURVIVORS OF RWANDAN ATROCITY
By Amiram Barkat, Haaretz
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs and Heroes Remembrance Authority hosted

this week for the first time a
delegation from the Tutsi tribe,
survivors of the genocide in
Rwanda, for an eight-day seminar.
The Yad Vashem staff leading the
seminar said they were amazed at
the identification of the survivors
of the Tutsi genocide with the
Holocaust despite the differences
in time, place and content. The

seminar was devoted to the formation of memory and the return to life, and
included meetings with Israeli Holocaust survivors. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=111

UNESCO AWARDEE CONDEMNS HATE CURRICULUM
When Swiss film producer Arthur Cohn received the prestigious UNESCO Award,
he took the opportunity to speak out against those who teach their children to
engage in terrorism. Cohn is the only film producer to be awarded six Oscars,
among them for The Garden of the Finzi-Contini, about two Jewish families in
Italy who cannot accept their common destiny, and One Day in September, dealing
with the terror attack on Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympic Games. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=236

U.S. PUSHING CROATIA TO RETURN JEWISH
PROPERTY
By Vlasta Kovac, JTA, Zagreb
The U.S. government is pressing for an agreement with Croatia on the restitution
of property that was held by Croatian Jews or their descendants who now are
American citizens. On a mid-October visit, Ambassador Edward O’Donnell, the
U.S. special envoy for Holocaust issues, informed Croatian officials that the
United States is ready to negotiate a bilateral agreement that would allow American
citizens access to Croatia’s 1996 Restitution. http://www.americangathering.com/
?p=137

GERMANY PLANS HOLOCAUST
CREMATORIA MUSEUM
ERFURT, GERMANY - A factory in Germany where the crematoriums for
Auschwitz and other Nazi concentration camps were built, is to be turned into a
Holocaust museum, the city of Erfurt recently announced. It will provide a
permanent home for an exhibition that began earlier this year at the Jewish
Museum in Berlin. The “Technicians of the Final Solution” exhibition describes
how an ordinary German engineering company, which did not go out of business
until 1994, built the crematoria. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=69

VATICAN CELEBRATES OUTREACH TO JEWS
By Nicole Winfield, AP
ROME - Pope Benedict XVI marked the 40th anniversary of a landmark Vatican
document on relations with Jews by calling Thursday for a renewed commitment
for Catholics and Jews to deepen their bonds and work for the good of all humanity.

Benedict issued a message that was read out during a commemoration of the
“Nostra Aetate” document of the Second Vatican Council, in which the Catholic
Church deplored anti-Semitism and repudiated the “deicide” charge that blamed
Jews as a people for Christ’s death. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=50

SILENT CRIES/CHILD SURVIVORS
by Leah Goldstein, Israel Press Service
From the Nazi perspective, Jewish children were not only useless as slave laborers,
but also represented the threat of Jewish continuity. The fate of some 1.5 million
Jewish children under Nazi rule, therefore, was automatic death. Yet, miraculously,
some children managed to escape the Nazis and go into hiding. Some took assumed
names with the help of non-Jewish caretakers; others hid with their parents in
camps, ghettos or forests. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=48

JORDAN CANCELS HATE TV SHOW
From the David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies
The government of Jordan has agreed to cancel an antisemitic television series
after receiving a letter of protest from 24 American rabbis who had met last
month with Jordan’s king. The protest was organized by The David S.Wyman
Institute for Holocaust Studies. “During the 1930s, too many Americans were
silent in the face of rising antisemitism, with tragic results,” said Wyman Institute
director Dr. Rafael Medoff. “Our generation must not repeat that error. We must
speak out against antisemitism today, whenever and wherever it erupts.”
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=39

SLOVAKIAN TOWN APLOGIZES TO JEWS
By Eric Johnson, Deutsche Presse-Agentur (dpa)
Topolcany, Slovakia (dpa) - Set against the monumental backdrop of the
Holocaust, the account of an autumn 1945 attack on Jews in this quiet Slovak
town could easily have been forgotten as a minor footnote. But recently an unusual
apology to Slovakia’s Jews fromTopolcany leaders enriched the 60-year-old saga
and ensured its survival as a special chapter of Holocaust history. Topolcany
Mayor Pavol Seges led a
delegation that, at a town
hall ceremony, read a
formal letter of apology
for an organized pogrom
against local Jews who
had just returned from
concen-tration camps after
the end of World War II.
h t tp : / /www.amer ican

gathering.com/?p=51

SHOAH FOUNDATION JOINS USC
Director Steven Spielberg’s voluminous archive documenting the lives of
Holocaust survivors has merged with the University of Southern California
following years of negotiations. The Survivors of the Shoah Visual History
Foundation officially became part of USC’s College of Letters, Arts and Sciences.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=17

IDF SALUTES SURVIVORS
About 43,000 of the 280,000 Holocaust survivors now living in Israel meet the
legal criteria for individuals requiring chronic care, according to figures released
by the Holocaust Survivors’ Welfare Fund. The release of the data came before
the IDF’s Salute to Holocaust Survivors, when Israel Defense Forces Chief of
Staff Dan Halutz and 2,000 soldiers visit thousands of survivors who have no
family. According to figures announced by fund chairman Zeev Factor, between
20% and 30% of the approximately 280,000 Holocaust survivors living in Israel
today struggle financially. Approximately 80,000 Israel survivors received a one-
time payment from the fund to pay for such basic needs as a chronic caregiver,
dentures, hearing aids, eyeglasses and medicines. About 10,000 survivors whose
situation is particularly difficult receive regular aid from the fund. Of these, 75%
are widowed, single or divorced and the great majority are 81 or older. The
Holocaust Survivors Welfare Fund was established by survivor organizations in
the late 1990s. Over 90% of the fund’s budget comes from the Conference on
Jewish Material Claims against Germany, the New York-based umbrella
organization for Jewish survivors. The Finance Ministry recently announced that
it will double its contribution to the Welfare Fund, from NIS 7 million to NIS 14
million, after the fund’s managers said it would have to stop providing aid to
thousands of needy survivors due to a budget shortfall. The fund is requesting an
annual contribution of NIS 50 million from the treasury, Arbel said.
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By Jeanette Friedman

The newly established Humanitarian Aid Foundation, (www.humanitarian
aidfoundation.org)  located in Washington, D.C., has come riding to the rescue
of indigent and needy Holocaust survivors in the United States. In the last two
years, the foundation has given out more than $500,000 in
grants to agencies who serve survivors around the country.
It was founded, by among others, former Undersecretary
of State Stuart E. Eizenstat said he got the idea from the
German slave labor agreement.

“We were having problems getting a final figure, and I
committed to finding ways to get American companies
whose German subsidiaries were put into Hitler’s service
to bring in additional funds. When I left the administration,
I wanted to find a way to help in any event, so that gave me
the impetus… but it was Dan McCormick’s and Wendy
Pittman’s idea to set up the foundaion. I didn’t have the
leverage that I had when I was in government, and when I
was there, I couldn’t raise funds for the cause anyway. So I
was looking for a vehicle, and Dan came to me with this
idea that was based on my work.  It turns out to be a happy
marriage of my desire to raise additional money to fill the
gaps and their initiative to help me do it.”

Eizenstat was a special envoy on Holocaust issues for five successive
presidential administrations. He also served as ambassador to the European Union,
and was extensively involved in all the negotiations concerning restitution for
Holocaust survivors involving European governments and corporations up to
and including the Gold Train settlement under George W. Bush. He worked with
Jimmy Carter on the establishment of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Council and with Ronald Reagan on the Museum. He also helped establish the
system that deals with stolen works of art and was instrumental in negotiating
trade agreements and other treaties, including the Kyoto Treaty on global warming.

The Foundation was established in 2002, after the settlement of the slave
labor case. It wants to augment funds being distributed by the Claims Conference,
since there was not enough to take care of indigent survivors’ needs around the
world.  In addition to outright grants where necessary, the Foundation is also
valuable as a source for creating matching funds to assist survivors. Said Eizenstat,
“Readers of Together should know that we are looking at all available sources
for funding, and now that we’ve gotten an initial big boost from some of the
corporations, we are looking to raise more.”

As one officer of the foundation put it, “If we can’t take care of our few
remaining Holocaust survivors, what kind of people are we?”

At the time of the slave labor settlement with the Germans, insurance
companies and other multi-national corporations were put under historical
scrutiny, and some American corporations were found wanting.  Eizenstat and

others created a non-governmental agency that would collect
funds from major American corporations, individuals, private
organizations and foundations for the benefit of victims of
war and natural disasters. They began with a generous
contribution from the Ford Motor Company.

Because the clock is ticking and the problem concerning
indigent survivors is severe, the first round of grants has been
designated for victims of slave labor who served in World
War II. Last year most of the Foundation’s grants, almost
$250,000, were distributed to a number of JFS agencies in
Florida—a state that offers seniors no services—where most poor
Holocaust survivors live. This year, the greater metropolitan New
York area has gotten the bulk of funding.

American Holocaust survivors constantly plead with the
Claims Conference, the distributor of the negotiated funds, to
make changes in its allocations policies, so that funds for
desperate cases would come forth more quickly. Roman Kent,
chairman of the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust

Survivors and their Descendants, is also treasurer of the Claims Conference, and
has been a close colleague of Eizenstat’s through all the historical negotiations.
They have fought as a team for years to wrest concessions, money and apologies
from the Europeans.

In addition, Kent has been fighting his own Claims Conference allocations
committee for additional funding. “Twenty percent right now goes for education,
archiving and commemoration, but that can wait until we meet the needs of the
indigent survivors. Unfortunately, that is a bitter battle that has yet to be won,
but we have a job to do—to help our survivors.”

The Foundation estimates that, all told, there are approximately 130,000
Holocaust survivors in need in the U.S., couched away in nursing homes and
hospitals, hidden in private apartments with no family. But the survivors are not
the Foundation’s only targeted beneficiaries. The Foundation is also looking to
serve the needs of other categories of survivors—including those who survived
prisoner of war camps in the South Pacific and Japan during World War II—as
all legal rights to compensation were waived when the U.S. began to redevelop
its relationships in the region.

New Foundation Assists
Needy Holocaust Survivors

Reflections on a Trip Together
by Michelle Diament

As we finally got settled on the cramped 747, my grandmother struck up a
conversation with the youthful man sitting next to her. The two realized they
shared a Polish background and were soon lost in a conversation I couldn’t even
attempt to understand. Her petite frame and wrinkled visage contrasted against
the man’s fi t physique and bleached-blond hair.

Across the aisle, I sat shocked that my grandmother, who
certainly never seemed forthcoming with her nationality, had so proudly

established a relationship with this man and had so willingly spoken to him in a
language I thought she wanted forever to avoid.

At 86, grandma Hesia wanted one more chance to visit some of the few
people remaining from her childhood in Europe. The only condition was that I
come along. For me, it was a trip to a far-away place to learn more about my
family’s past and meet some cousins I’d only heard about. She saw it as an
opportunity to foster connections among the younger generation of our family.

As a Holocaust survivor, my grandmother has mixed feelings about Europe,
particularly Poland. On the one hand, it will always be her home—a place
associated with happy childhood memories of summers spent picking berries in
the countryside. But it is also a place forever marred in her mind by hate and
suffering. When grandma was liberated in 1945 from Bergen-Belsen at age 26,
she weighed 50 pounds. Her parents and four of her six siblings, not to mention

continued on page 16

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall (l) stands with individuals honored for
their efforts to preserve and nurture the memories of victims of the Holocaust during
a ceremony at Borough Hall. Next to Marshall is Dr.Eduardo Marti, president of
Queensborough Community College, home to the Holocaust Resource Center. At
right is Arthur Flug, the Center’s executive director. Honorees include (l-r, front
row): Dr. Helga Weiss, a Holocaust refugee and former Commissioner of the City 
Commission on Human Rights; Anne Morse; Sam and Stella Skura; and Ellen
Alexander; (back row): Dr. Owen Bernstein; Eli Zborowski, American Friends of
Yad Vashem; (City Councilman David Weprin); Julius Grill; Esther Katz; and Hanne
Liebmann. Third from left in back row is Rabbi Moti Fuchs of Hillcrest Jewish
Center. Photo by Dominick Totino.

Preserving Memory

Stuart Eisenstat
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In 1942, Jadzia
Szpigelman, now Jane
Lipski, was a 17-year old
member of the Jewish
resistance in the ghetto of
Bedzin, Poland. The
following year, after her
family had been deported to
Auschwitz, she managed to
escape to Slovakia where
she met her future husband.
Soviet partisans took them

to Moscow to be honored as heroes, but imprisoned
them instead.  She never saw her husband again. Jane
bore her son in a Soviet prison, and miraculously
they both survived.

At the outbreak of World War II, 16-year old
Margit Raab and her family fled their home in Czech
Silesia to Eastern Poland.  After her father was killed
in a bomb raid, the family fled westward to Tarnów,
where the Gestapo killed Margit’s mother.  Margit
was deported first to the Plaszów labor camp, from
there to Auschwitz, and ultimately to Bergen-Belsen,
where she was liberated.

Isabelle Choko was an adolescent in the Lodz
ghetto before being imprisoned at Auschwitz and
B e rg e n - B e l s e n , where her mother

died in her arms
shortly before the
liberation.  As a
teenager, Frances
Irwin survived
two years in
A u s c h w i t z -
Birkenau and a
death march to
Mauthausen.
Lotti Kahana-
A u f l e g e r
saved her
family in the
camps of
the German

and Romanian
occupied part of Ukraine known as

Transnistria.
The memoirs of Jane Lipski, Margit Raab Kalina,

Isabelle Choko, Frances Irwin, and Lotti Kahana-
Aufleger have been published by the Holocaust
Survivors’ Memoirs Project and Yad Vashem in
Stolen Youth, Five Women’s Survival in the
Holocaust. “These five stories provide insights into
what it meant to be a young Jewish woman enduring
the worst during the Holocaust,” writes Dr. David
Silberklang, the series editor, in his foreword to the
book. “Certainly, other Jews regardless of gender
shared much of what these women describe. At the
same time, issues that were specifically feminine are
addressed in these memoirs—whether the beginnings
of awareness of young men in one memoir, or
marrying and bearing a son in another. Reading
personal accounts from five different female
viewpoints in one book is a rare and enlightening
experience. Each story enriches our reading of the
others.”

To date, eight volumes have been published by

the Holocaust Survivors’ Memoirs Project, initially
with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, and,
since August 2004, with Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.
The Project is an initiative of Nobel Peace Prize
laureate Elie Wiesel who has observed that, “The
Holocaust must never be studied exclusively from
the perspective of the perpetrators.  Each survivor’ s
story is unique, and adds to our understanding of the
Holocaust and the understanding of future
generations.” Collectively, these accounts provide a
sense of both the diversity of European Jewry and
the commonality of their fate.

The latest volume in the series, By the Grace of
Strangers, Two Boys’ Rescue During the Holocaust,
consists of two memoirs.  Reaching the Light at the
End of the Tunnel, a rare insight into the Holocaust
experience in Bulgaria, is Norbert J. Yasharoff’s

account of how,
as an 11-year-old
youth, he was
forced to move
with his family
into the Sofia
ghetto, an experi-
ence that inspired
him to express
himself through
poetry. The family
was later evicted
to Pleven, and
after the war they
lived under
communist rule
in Sofia.  The
other memoir in
this book, Seeds

of Grace: The Diary of Gabriel Mermall, relates the
story of Gabor Mermelstein as a slave laborer in the
Hungarian military’s Labor Service, and his rescue
in 1944 together with his young son.  Unable to
rescue his wife, who was deported to Auschwitz,
Gabor hid with his son in the Ruthenian forests, aided
by a poor Hungarian lumberjack who generously
supplied them with food for more than six months
and ultimately hid them in his hayloft.

In Journey Through the Inferno, Adam Boren
recounts fleeing east from Warsaw to Soviet-
occupied Poland after the outbreak of World War II,
his return to the Warsaw Ghetto, his participation in
the ghetto uprising, his subsequent deportation to the
Nazi death and concentration camps of Majdanek,
Auschwitz and Sachsenhausen, his survival of a death
march, the German Army’s collapse, and his first days
of freedom.

Guarded by Angels, How My Father and Uncle
Survived Hitler and Cheated Stalin, by Alan Elsner,
is the dramatic story of two young Jews who were
forced to flee their home in southern Poland in 1939,
only to be arrested by Soviet authorities in Lwow
the following year and transported to labor camps
north of the Arctic Circle. Released after 18 months,
they traveled thousands of miles across the Soviet
Union, passing through Central Asia, before finding
refuge in a Cossack village in the Caucasus, surviving
six months of Nazi occupation, and participating in
the Soviet advance through Poland and into Germany
as draftees in a Polish brigade of the Red Army.

In By Leaps and Bounds Margaret Bergmann
Lambert writes how, although recognized as one of
Germany’s best young athletes, she was first excluded

from organized sports by the Nazi regime because
she was Jewish, and then forced to participate in the
1936 Berlin Olympics but ultimately barred from
competing.

In Yesterday: My Story, Hadassah Rosensaft
describes her last moments with her five-and-a-half
year old son at Auschwitz-Birkenau, how she and a
group of fellow
inmates kept 149
Jewish children
alive in Bergen-
Belsen under
u n s p e a k a b l e
conditions, her
historic testimony
at the first trial of
Nazi war criminals,
and her experi-
ences as one of
the leaders of the
survivors in the
Bergen-Belsen
D i s p l a c e d
Persons camp.

In Days of
Rain, Enzo Tayar chronicles how the tranquility of
his Florence boy-hood was replaced by fear and
uncer-tainty as Italy instituted increasingly severe
anti-Jewish measures and the Germans invaded their
former ally.  Drawing on the diary he kept for the
pivotal year 1943, he describes his escape from
Florence and his finding refuge on a succession of
farms throughout Tuscany.

In Legacy and Redemption, A Life Renewed,
Joseph E. Tenenbaum, relates how, as a teenager, he
survived the Nazi forced labor camps of Krakow-
Zatorska, Plaszów, Wieliczka, and Mielec, followed
by deportation to the concentration camps of
Mauthausen, Melk and Ebensee in Austria, where
he worked in quarries and underground tunneling,
his liberation by American troops, and how he began
to rebuild his life in post-war Germany.

The books published by the Holocaust
Survivors’ Memoirs
Project are a critical
resource for rabbis,
e d u c a t o r s ,
historians and all
who seek to
explore and under-
stand the Jewish
people’s tragic
recent past.  Their
rightful place is
on the shelves of
all libraries, Jewish
and secular alike.
Our goal is to have
these memoirs
integrated into
high school, uni-versity and adult education curricula
so as to provide both the Jewish victims of the
Holocaust and the survivors with the dignity of a
permanent historical presence, not as impersonal
statistics but as individual protagonists with names,
voices and emotions. They are available on
Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com.

Menachem Z. Rosensaft is Chairman of the Editorial Board of
the Holocaust Survivors’  Memoirs Project.

Survivors’ Memoirs Chronicle the Holocaust
by Menachem Z.
Rosensaft
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Home at Last: Auschwitz Survivor

Like every story of a witness, Moses has written his to
honor those who weren’t as fortunate, to inform young
people as they grow up in the world today of what can
happen when good people do nothing. Compelled to
write his story for no other reason than to document
the unique evil that befell the victims of the Nazis in
the last century, Moses describes his early years,
imprisonement at two concentration camps, and then
his arrival at the earthly hell known as Auschwitz. There
is no attempt her to downplay the horrors of his
experience.

Kaddishel : A Life Reborn
by Aaron Golub with Bennett W. Golub
Aharon Golub became a bar mitzvah on the very day
that the Nazis took over his home town of Ludvipol
in Poland. His family, who were mill owners and
among the town’s most prominent citizens,
immediately fled to hide in the forests. Aharon
became orphaned and crippled due to frostbite as his
family perished around him. His ultimate survival
and emigration to Palestine among the first legal
settlers allowed him to witness and participate in the
birth of the State of Israel. His story is made more
compelling by the fact that his family and closest
friends were never told of his experiences until he
recorded them for The Shoah Foundation. Once that
happened, Aharon’s son Bennett worked with him to write the book, which is a
natural extension of the story and an important addition to the survivor legacy.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=557

Writing A Jewish Life
by Lev Raphael
Lev Raphael is one of America’s foremost writers on
the Second Generation, having started publishing on
this subject in the late 1970s. A prize-winning author,
he has spoken about his work across North America,
in France, Israel, and Great Britain. His stories and
essays are widely anthologized and taught at many
colleges and universities. Who knew he’d become
somebody’s homework? Now, that’s fame! Lev has
two new books this winter. One is a memoir about
growing up 2G called Writing A Jewish Life (Carroll
& Graf, $15.95) and it’s available now.
http://www.americangathering.com/?page_id=449

Battling for Souls: The Vaad Hatzala
Rescue Committee in Post-War
Europe
by Alex Grobman

Review By Rabbi N.D. Rabinowicz

The author of this work, Dr. Alex Grobman, is to be
commended for venturing into largely uncharted
territory and providing a balanced and detailed
presentation of the activities of the Vaad Hatzala in
post-war Europe. The Orthodox Vaad Hatzala was
established in 1939 to help and rescue rabbis, heads
of yeshivot and yeshiva students from Europe. After
the war the focus shifted and the Vaad worked
unceasingly to rehabilitate the surviving remnant of European Jewry.
http://www.americangathering.com/wp-content/BattlingforSouls.doc
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=317

Gutta: Memoirs of a
Vanished World
by Gutta Sternbuch
and David Kranzler
Gutta Sternbuch’s (nee Eisenzweig) story is
fascinating and Dr. Kranzler’s incisive historical overview—with rare photos—
make the book a valuable addition to any library. Sternbuch was a student at the
Beth Jacob Seminary for young women in Cracow, and her biography adds much
to the early history of that historic and revolutionary girls’ school. Beth Jacob
was created and run by Sarah Schenirer—who received full support by the
Agudath Israel, the umbrella organization of Orthodox Jews, to teach women
Torah, the laws of Judaism and certain secular subjects, like mathematics and
foreign languages. It was the first such school of its sort and was the role model
and foundation for a huge international educational system that today serves
thousands upon thousands of young Orthodox Jewish women, especially in Israel
and the U.S. http://www.americangathering.com/wp-content/sternbuchg.doc
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=316

Now You See Me, Now You Don’t
by Rochelle Krich
Review by Jeanette Friedman
Our own feminine Conan Doyle… As usual, Rochelle Krich writes a modern
mystery novel all tangled up with Orthodox Jewish traditions, and this time, she
absolutely nails the new Internet culture and how it can affect even observant
teens in a negative way. She weaves a harrowing mystery of a missing, romantic
and misguided day school teenager who gets roped in and abducted by an Internet
contact. It’s an absolute page-turner, but don’t take it from me…Others have
also raved about this excellent murder mystery, too.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=103

Buried by The Times
by Laurel Leff
Review By Sheldon Kirschner, Canadian Jewish News
America’s greatest daily newspaper, The New York
Times, fell short of the mark in its coverage of the
Holocaust and the events leading up to it. This is not
exactly hot-off-the-press news. The critique has been
bruited about for many years. But with the publication
of Laurel Leff’s Buried by The Times (Cambridge
University Press), an impassioned first-class work
of research, no one will ever doubt its veracity. Leff,
a former reporter and editor, argues that the Times
basically treated the persecution and murder of
European Jews as a secondary story, never giving it the continuous attention or
prominent play it deserved. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=49

TTTTThe Warriors
by Harold Zissman

In this candid memoir, Harold Zissman examines
Jewish existence in prewar and wartime Poland. Born
into an observant family, he begins by recalling his
youth in the Polish town of Ostrow-Mazowieck, near
the German border. It is the 1930s, a time of childhood
nostalgia darkened by ominous anti-Semitic uprisings
and government indifference.

In lean and concise prose, Zissman relives the
German invasion of Poland and his own incarceration
in a forced labor camp. He recalls life in the Derechin
ghetto, where every day brought brutal Nazi
persecution and the constant threat of slaughter.
Finally, he tells of escape to Russia, where he fought alongside Soviet
partisansonly to face prejudice from his comrades. In the tradition of Elie Wiesel
and Primo Levi, Zissman probes the Nazi impact on Jewish notions of identity
and community during and after the Holocaust. Few books offer such detailed
insights into the complexity, peril, and volatility of life as a Jew among non-
Jewish Soviet partisans, even while battling a common enemy.

by Kurt Moses
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The Leica is the pioneer 35mm camera. From a
nitpicking point of view, it wasn’t the very first still
camera to use 35mm movie film, but it was the first
to be widely publicized and successfully marketed.
It created the “candid camera” boom of the 1930s.

It is a German product—precise, minimalist,
utterly efficient. Behind its worldwide acceptance
as a creative tool was a family-owned, socially
oriented firm that, during the Nazi era, acted with
uncommon grace, generosity and modesty.

E. Leitz Inc., designer and manufacturer of
Germany’s most famous photographic product, saved
its Jews. And Ernst Leitz II, the steely eyed Protestant
patriarch who headed the closely held firm as the
Holocaust loomed across Europe, acted in such a way
as to earn the title, “the photography industry’s
Schindler.”

As George Gilbert, a veteran writer on topics
photographic, told the story at a convention of the
Leica Historical Society of America in Portland, Ore.,
Leitz Inc., founded in Wetzlar in 1869, had a tradition
of enlightened behavior toward its workers. Pensions,
sick leave, health insurance—all were instituted early
on at Leitz, which depended for its work force upon
generations of skilled employees—many of whom
were Jewish.

As soon as Adolf Hitler was named chancellor of
Germany in 1933, Ernst Leitz II began receiving frantic
calls from Jewish associates, asking for his help in
getting them and their families out of the country.

As Christians, Leitz and his family were immune
to Nazi Germany’s Nuremberg laws, which restricted
the movement of Jews and limited their professional
activities.

To help his Jewish workers and colleagues, Leitz
quietly established what has become known among
historians of the Holocaust as “the Leica Freedom
Train,” a covert means of allowing Jews to leave
Germany in the guise of Leitz employees being
assigned overseas.

Employees, retailers, family members, even
friends of family members were “assigned” to Leitz
sales offices in France, Britain, Hong Kong and the
United States.

Leitz’s activities intensified after the
Kristallnacht of November 1938, during which
synagogues and Jewish shops were burned across
Germany.

Before long, German “employees” were
disembarking from the ocean liner Bremen at a New
York pier and making their way to the Manhattan
office of Leitz Inc., where executives quickly found
them jobs in the photographic industry.

Each new arrival had around his or her neck the
symbol of freedom—a new Leica.

The refugees were paid a stipend until they could
find work. Out of this migration came designers,

repair technicians, salespeople, marketers and writers
for the photographic press.

The “Leica Freedom Train” was at its height in
1938 and early 1939, delivering groups of refugees to
New York every few weeks. Then, with the invasion of
Poland on Sept. 1, 1939, Germany closed its borders.
But by that time, hundreds of endangered Jews had
escaped to America, thanks to the Leitzes’ efforts.

How did Ernst Leitz II and his staff get away
with it?

Leitz Inc. was an internationally recognized
brand that reflected credit on the newly resurgent
Reich. The company produced range-finders and
other optical systems for the German military. Also,
the Nazi government desperately needed hard
currency from abroad, and Leitz’s single biggest
market for optical goods was the United States.

Even so, members of the Leitz family and firm
suffered for their good works. A top executive, Alfred
Turk, was jailed for working to help Jews and freed
only after the payment of a large bribe.

Leitz’s daughter, Elsie Kuhn-Leitz, was
imprisoned by the Gestapo after she was caught at
the border, helping Jewish women cross into
Switzerland. She eventually was freed but endured
rough treatment in the course of questioning.

She also fell under suspicion when she attempted
to improve the living conditions of 700 to 800
Ukrainian slave laborers, all of them women, who had
been assigned to work in the plant during the 1940s.

(After the war, Kuhn-Leitz received numerous
honors for her humanitarian efforts, among them the
Officier d’honneur des Palms Academic from France
in 1965 and the Aristide Briand Medal from the
European Academy in the 1970s.)

Why has no one told this story until now?
According to the late Norman Lipton, a freelance
writer and editor, the Leitz family wanted no publicity
for its heroic efforts. Only after the last member of
the Leitz family was dead did the “Leica Freedom
Train” finally come to light.

It is now the subject of a book, The Greatest
Invention of the Leitz Family: The Leica Freedom
Train, by Frank Dabba Smith, a California- born rabbi
currently living in England.

PICTURE PERFECTHOLOCAUST
COMPENSATION
PAYMENT DEADLINE

The following is a summary of an Announce-
ment for certain persons who made an applica-
tion to the Claims Conference’s Program for
Former Slave and Forced Laborers. Additional in-
formation can be found at www.claimscon.org.

The last day that payments from the German
Foundation, “Remembrance, Responsibility, and
the Future,” may be made to eligible Holocaust
survivors and heirs of survivors, according to the
German Foundation law, is September 30, 2006.
No new applications for payments from the Ger-
man Foundation can be made. Only claims filed
before the deadline that remain open are being
processed.

You must contact the Claims Conference if
you are a Holocaust survivor, or heir of a survi-
vor, who submitted a timely application to the Pro-
gram for Former Slave and Forced Laborers and:

* have been approved for payment, but have
not received the full payment, OR

* have not received notification about the
status of the claim, OR

* have received an Heir Application Packet
and have not yet returned the required forms.

If a person eligible for payment dies, heirs
of the deceased person must notify the Claims
Conference within six months of the death of the
eligible person or by September 30, 2006, which-
ever is sooner, in order to receive payment.

All time limits related to appeals and to heirs
that have not expired as of September 30, 2006,
terminate on that date. All communications to the
Claims Conference described above (other than
as regards appeals or heir deadline notification)
must be postmarked by May 15, 2006 and must
arrive at the Claims Conference no later than June
1, 2006. These deadlines also apply to the Ger-
man Foundation Fund for Medical Experiments
and Other Personal Injuries.

The U.S. Court supervising the Swiss Banks
Settlement Slave Labor Class I has adopted the
administrative deadlines of the German Founda-
tion.

Please note: In any case where the result of
a timely appeal for a payment was negative but
documentary proof of eligibility was located by
the applicant subsequent to the appeal decision,
it may become possible to review the earlier de-
cision. Applicants must contact the Claims Con-
ference Appeals Office in communication post-
marked by May 15, 2006 and that communica-
tion must arrive at the Claims Conference Appeals
Office no later than June 1, 2006. Please keep
written proof of the date of mailing, fax or email
communication.

NO NEW APPLICATIONS CAN BE MADE.

PLEASE SEND YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS AND THOSE OF YOUR

FAMILY MEMBERS TO
AMGATHTOGETHER@AOL.COM

YOU CAN ALSO SEND MATERIAL
FOR CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLICATION

AAAAAppeal for E-mail Appeal for E-mail Appeal for E-mail Appeal for E-mail Appeal for E-mail Addrddrddrddrddressesessesessesessesesses
of  Sof  Sof  Sof  Sof  Surururururvivvivvivvivvivors and ors and ors and ors and ors and Their DTheir DTheir DTheir DTheir Descendantsescendantsescendantsescendantsescendants
The American Gathering is collecting e-mail
addresses of survivors and their descendants
in order to communicate with them in a more
cost-efficient and effective way.

Please send your e-mail address to

amgathtogether@aol.com

To Survivors of Flossenburg
Death March, April 1945
I am organizing a trip to commemorate 60 years
since our liberation to visit the graves of
our fallen comrades and say Kaddish.
If you are interested, please contact me:
David Tenenbaum
39-27 49th Street
Sunnyside, N.Y. 11104
Tel.: (718) 424-3063
Cell: (917) 509-5497
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Hans Bauman
Hans was a survivor who loved being alive,
all of his 97 years. He was a cynical romantic
diehard and a graceful dancer. Early in life
he was a prankster and trickster and enjoyed
many romances. He was a raconteur of Berlin

in the ’30s. When it became clear that a Holocaust would take over Europe, he
and Esther left their possessions and most relatives for the sanctuary of China.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=660

Henry Borgen
by Wally Guenther, The Plain Dealer
Beachwood- Henry “Hank” Borgen, 87, a Holocaust survivor who co-owned the
former Express Grill on East 21st Street in Cleveland for 25 years, died in his
Beachwood home. http://www.americangathering.com/?p=363

James Ingo Freed
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
mourns the passing of world renowned architect
James Ingo Freed. The Museum, which he
designed, is an enduring legacy and a monumental
achievement, receiving the American Institute of
Architects Honor Award for Architecture in 1994.
Freed was a witness to Kristallnacht as a young
boy in 1938 in his home town of Essen, Germany,
and he escaped to the United States in 1939. His
architectural genius is evident in the Museum’s
evocative design, which integrates the memorial
experience throughout the building. He has given the
world an emotionally powerful “resonator of
memory” that has deepened the educational impact
of the 23 million individuals who have visited the

Museum from all over the world. We will be forever grateful to his singular
contribution to the memory of the victims and to the education of future generations.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=510

Sidney Gritz
by Dianna Smith, Cox Newspapers
West Palm Beach, Fla. - There was something piercing about Sidney Gritz’s
stare. His eyes were dark and brown and deep set. They had seen more than one
man should in a lifetime. Gritz, a retired U.S. Army brigadier general, died Tuesday
in Boca Raton, Fla., leaving behind a trail of staggering military accomplishments.
He was 87. Gritz served in the Korean and Vietnam wars. But one of his most
life-changing moments came during World War II, when Gritz, a devout Jew,
helped liberate Jews from Nazi concentration camps. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=603

Arie Halpern
The American Gathering is deeply grieved by the passing of Arie Halpern, a
distinguished Holocaust survivor who was a leader in the Jewish community and
was committed to remembrance. A major supporter of Jewish education and the
State of Israel, he was highly regarded at Yeshiva University, Israel Bonds, Yad
Vashem and the American Gathering. Born in Chorostkow, Poland, a town of
5,000, the only reminder of his family and neighbors is the monument, erected
after the war by Arie and his brother Sam. Only a few remained in after the last
hundred Jews were slaughtered at the local forced labor camp just before the
Nazi retreat in 1944. Arie’s life of Torah and Mitzvot will continue to thrive
through the deeds of his family.

Vera Laska
By Katie Liesener/ Staff Writer
A renowned Holocaust historian, lecturer,
Fulbright professor and author, longtime
Weston resident Vera Laska lived a life so like
a movie that Hollywood producers are
discussing making one of it. Despite the public
accolades, her story is most intimately told by
the two pieces of jewelry she wore for most of
her life until she passed away Sunday night
from lung cancer at the age of 77. One is the

wedding band from her husband of over 40 years, Andy. The other is a ring from
a buzz bomb she wore on a charm bracelet—she had stolen the piece as a slave
laborer in a Nazi munitions factory during World War II. http://
www.americangathering.com/?p=478

Bert and Joan Linder
by Viviane Linder-Pentz
I am the daughter of Holocaust survivor BERT LINDER who was born on August
16, 1911 and died in Austria on September 22, 1997, while on a book tour, speaking
about his published book, Condemned Without Judgement, which was endorsed
by Eli Wiesel. He spoke about the Holocaust at the public schools in the Palm
Springs area where he resided with my mom, JOAN LINDER, who passed away
on February 12, 2005. My father served as president of The Holocaust Survivors
of the Desert in the Palm Springs area. A street has been named after him in
Graz, Austria, “Berthold Linder Weg.” He spoke in Graz when he died on stage
in front of a crowd of 300 people. He was born in Vienna and lived there until the
war broke out. Later, he was captured in France and taken to the camps. My
father visited with Simon Wiesenthal in the early 1990s of which I treasure a
picture of the two of them together in Wiesenthal’s office in Vienna.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=533

Frederik Jacques Philips
JTA - A Dutch light-bulb magnate who helped save hundreds of Jews during the
Holocaust died at age 100. Frederik Jacques Philips — who helped oversee Philips
Electronics’ growth into a multinational giant — died Monday of pneumonia
and complications from a recent fall, The New York Times reported.  When workers
at the company’s factory went on strike during the Nazi occupation of the
Netherlands, Philips was put in jail for five months. The Germans forced him to
open a workshop at a concentration camp, the Times said, and he was able to
help hundreds of Jews survive the war. Yad Vashem recognized him for his efforts.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=391

Michael A. Vertes
Michael A. Vertes, 69, passed away at
his home in Weston, Connecticut. He
was born Miklos Weisz in Budapest,
Hungary, in 1936. Mr. Vertes and his
mother survived the Shoah with Swiss
schutzpasse in a house protected by the
nuncio, Angelo Rotta and later in the
closed ghetto. His father, Imre Weisz,
was taken for forced labor with the
Hungarian army to the Ukrain and never
returned. After the Hungarian
Revolution of 1956 he escaped to Vienna and immigrated to the United States
settling in New York. In New York he studied chemical engineering at City College
and also received an advanced degree from New York University. Later, he
attended the Advance Management Program at Harvard University. While
studying in New York he met and married Agnes Katz to whom he was married
for 45 years. He had an exciting and successful career. He worked on fuel cells,
the power source for the Apollo project, for which he was g ranted several patents.
Later, he was an executive of American Metal Climax Company, where he was
in charge of multi-million dollar plant construction throughout the world. In
1978 he established his consulting and marketing company, importing and
exporting chemicals. Mr. Vertes was an enthusiastic supporter of the state of
Israel. Services were held at Temple Israel in Westport, CT. He is survived by his
loving wife, Agnes, his son Roger and wife Rina of Newton, Mass., his daughter
Vivian Rockmacher and husband Warren of Trumbull, Conn., and six
grandchildren  http://www.americangathering.com/?p=201

Harold Zissman
by Serena Woolrich, founder and director of Allgenerations, Inc, a non-profit
corporation and contributing editor for Searches for Together.
Our Holocaust Survivor community has lost a friend, who fought the Nazis and
their collaborators in the forests of Poland/Belaruss. He stood up to the threat of
the Nazi March in Skokie. He fought to enact Holocaust education in public
schools in the state of Illinois. And throughout his life his Letters to the Editor,
have challenged any views that were anti-Jewish, anti-Israel and evoked religious
bias. We are saddened by his passing, but celebrate his life by introducing you to
his life through the book that is off the press now via Syracuse Press.
http://www.americangathering.com/?p=494
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Denying David Irving
by Alex Grobman

David Irving,
recently sentenced to
three years in an
Austrian prison for
denying the
Holocaust, is not
about to concede his
position as the
p r e e m i n e n t
Holocaust denier.
Though he has had to
acknowledge that the
Nazis systematically
attempted to kill the

Jews of Europe, and that there were homicidal gas
chambers at Auschwitz, this hasn’t stopped him from
trying to promote his other controversial views about
the Holocaust.

Speaking from his cell in Austria, Irving told
BBC News that he believed there were cases where
Jews had been gassed during World War II, and
agreed that 1.4 million were murdered at Treblinka,
Sobibor  and Belzec. He does not agree, however,
that large numbers of Jews were killed  at Auschwitz.
He claims that there were only two “small” gas
chambers at the camp, and that they were not large
enough to kill significant numbers of people.  “Given
the ruthless  efficiency of the  Germans, if there was
an extermination programme to kill all the Jews, how
come  so many survived?” Irving asked.

Irving also reiterated his  belief that Adolf Hitler
did not direct the systematic attempt to destroy the
Jews of Europe. “That is absolutely wrong and
nobody can  justify that,” he said. “Adolf Hitler’s
own involvement in it has a big question  mark
behind it.”

The simple answer to Irving’s question as to why
there were Jews who survived is that the war ended
in May 1945. Had the conflict continued longer,
many more hundreds of thousands of Jews would
have been killed. In reality, very few Jews survived
the camps.  Approximately 1.1 million Jews were
transported to Auschwitz,. One  hundred thousand
left on the death marches when the camp was
evacuated. Many died on their way to the
concentration camps in Germany.

That six million died from disease, starvation,
mass shootings, hangings,  and gassing is a testament
to German ingenuity, resourcefulness, efficiency, and
belief that the Jews were bacilli that had to be
destroyed lest they contaminate the German people.
Considering that the systematic killing began on June
23, 1941— a day after the Nazis invaded Russia—
and ended in April-May 1945 when  the war ended,
this was quite an achievement.

Irving’s claim that Auschwitz does not have large
enough gas chambers is another attempt at distorting
the historical record. Given that  he admitted never
visiting the camp himself, how would he know for
sure?

There is overwhelming evidence of the gassing
of more than a million  people, most of whom were
Jews. There are Jewish eyewitnesses and confessions
from German camp guards, a camp physician and
Rudolf Höss, the camp commandant.  When Höss
was interrogated at Nuremberg, he acknowledged the
key role Auschwitz  played in the Holocaust and
described in detail the number of Jews who arrived
at the camp from no less than 12 European countries.

When asked how the camp could hold more than
one million people when it was intended to
accommodate only130,000, he responded, “They
were not supposed to be employed in work there,
but they were supposed to be  exterminated.”

Documentary proof from Auschwitz consists of
architectural blueprints of  the camp, orders for

Reflections on a Trip Together
continued from page 10

countless extended family and friends, were dead.
With that, she decided never to return to Poland or
Germany and did her best to avoid the language of
either country.

Grandma lived in Belgium for a few years after
the war, but Europe certainly couldn’t ever again feel
like home. She moved to the States in 1952 and built
a new life. Nonetheless, she’s traveled back to Europe
many times over the years to see some of the few
relatives she still has—her last visit being in 1994. I
imagine she came home that time around with no
intention of returning. But over the past few years,
as the last of her siblings died and fewer people
remained from her childhood, she talked of another
trip.

We spent two and half weeks visiting family in
Stockholm, friends in Belgium and cousins in
Amsterdam. During our travels, it was often hard to
distinguish the chaperone from the chaperoned. At
21, I was just about to begin my senior year of
college. My grandmother was venturing on her last
major trip. From the outset, our approaches were
clearly different. I traveled with one large rolling case
and a big duffel bag and was prepared for virtually
any change in temperature with several clothing
options. She brought a small rolling case and wore
the same red plaid jumper numerous times.

Most of our hosts spoke of pre-war days with

my grandmother as I struggled to keep up with
conversations that wandered through multiple
languages. Meanwhile, a good chunk of my time was
spent encouraging my typically active, but stubborn
grandmother not to sit in the car while the rest of us
visited museums and toured historic parts of town.
Grandma said the trip was harder than she had
expected, especially since she never really adjusted
to the time change. Despite this, she seemed more at
ease during our travels than I’ve ever seen her. In
particular, when we stayed with our cousins in
Sweden, there was an uncharacteristic carefree
quality about her. For those eleven days conversation
was primarily in her native tongue, Polish, except
for the English inserted for my sake. Each morning
she spent time outside in the garden picking currants,
just like the ones she had in Poland, and then she
rested on the swing. Mealtime brought familiar
European cuisine, like herring, which just isn’t the

same in America.
Grandma was ready for the normalcy of home

by the time we left—just 30 minutes into our return
flight she had already changed her watch. But leaving
wasn’t easy, even for a woman who I’ve never seen
shed a tear. It meant another series of good-byes that
would be fi nal.

Since taking the trip, grandma and I generally
talked once or twice a week on the phone. One
conversation many months back began with the
obligatory how-are-you’s and my generic question:
What are you doing?

“Watching Auschwitz,” she said.
“What?”
“There’s a thing on TV. You know, channel ten.

This is the third week. It’s the end,” she said.
“Why are you watching? You don’t sound too

happy.”
“It’ s part of my life, what’s the difference?” she

said fl atly. “I think about it often anyway.” She told
me she’d watch the rest and then take a sleeping pill
before bed. “Now let’s talk about something else.
Tell me about you.”

Grandma has always been matter-of-fact when
speaking of her past, making it all too easy to
overlook its intensity. I will never be able to
completely understand what she’s been through and
how that’s shaped who she’s become, but our time
in Europe gave me a tiny glimpse of who she was
before the innocence was stolen from her.

building materials for gas chambers and crematoria,
secret  photographs of the camp and of the burning
bodies, and the extant ruins.  Actually Birkenau, one
of the three major camps in the complex, was where
the majority of exterminations occurred.

Robert Jan van Pelt, a leading expert on
Auschwitz, has shown that the Nazis  produced more
than 500,000 corpses alone in Crematorium II. The
first of the new  crematoria became operational in
late winter and early spring of 1943. By the time all
four crematoria were operating, van Pelt notes, the
Holocaust “had  peaked.” At the end of 1943, the
Germans closed down the other extermination  camps
leaving Auschwitz to eliminate those Jews still
remaining in Nazi-occupied  Europe.

Irving’s question about Auschwitz is a typical
tactic of the deniers. They focus on what is not known
and ignore what is  known, prudently choosing
information corresponding with their preconceived
views. They stress what we know about the gas
chambers but ignore the eyewitness accounts and
other incriminating data.

With regard to the role Hitler played in the Final
Solution, there isn’t a serious historian who would
agree with Irving that Hitler only wanted to deport
Jews to the East, and not kill them. His claim that
Jews were exterminated without his knowledge and
in contravention of his direct orders, is  nothing more
than fantasy.

The media would do well if they would not
provide Irving with a platform. Whether he  deserves
jail time should be left up to the Austrians, who have
to deal with  their own Holocaust issues. For us to
suggest how they should handle Irving is nothing
short of presumptuous.

Dr. Grobman is co-author of Denying History: Who
Says The Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They
Say It? University of California Press, 2000.
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US HOLOCAUST
MUSEUM CALLS
FOR IMMEDIATE

ACCESS TO CLOSED ARCHIVE
Moral obligation demands that Holocaust records be available for families

of victims
Washington… Because of the continued refusal of the International Tracing

Service (ITS) to permit Holocaust survivors and scholars to access the world’s
largest closed Holocaust-era archive, the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum called on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which
supervises the ITS, to open the archive and permit the ITS’s eleven International
Commission board member states to copy its records. Having copies of the ITS
records at national Holocaust memorials in their countries would allow survivors
and their families, as well as Holocaust scholars, to learn the fates of the victims
and better understand the Holocaust itself.

Many survivors die each year not knowing details of family members’
deportation, incarceration, and death. The international community has a moral
obligation to address this injustice. Over 60 years after the end of World War II,
the ITS remains one of the few, and certainly the largest, closed archive on the
Holocaust.

At the end of the war, the Allied powers established the International Tracing
Service in Bad Arolsen, Germany, to help reunite non-German families separated
during the war and trace missing family members. Among other information, the
vast collection includes documents and lists from concentration camps, slave
labor camps, and post-war displaced person camps.

The ITS has performed important humanitarian functions. However, many
families seeking information from ITS receive responses only years after their
requests were submitted, and often the information is inadequate or inaccurate.

In addition to the Museum, the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust
Survivors in New York, and the 24-nation Task Force for International Cooperation
on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research have demanded that the
ITS comply with requests to open the archive and copy the records. While similar
materials, though not on the same scale, have been available at archives such as
Yad Vashem, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and other
repositories in Europe, the ITS remains in contravention of the 2000 Stockholm
Declaration to open Holocaust-era archives.

For the past eight years the ITS and the ICRC in Geneva have said they
would open the archive, and during the last two years, intensive negotiations
have taken place. In practice, however, the ITS and the ICRC have consistently
refused to cooperate with the International Commission board and have kept the
archive closed.

Museum Chairman Fred Zeidman said: “There is a moral imperative to make
these records available now. It is time for the ITS to give the victims their due
and the survivors some closure.” Ben Meed, president of the American Gathering
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, emphasized that, “At a time when antisemitism
and Holocaust denial are on the rise, we survivors deserve access to this
information and the reassurance that it will be open to scholars.”

I read in the November issue of the
“Together” that the Holocaust program is
finally getting its place in the schools-this is
my experience, it might be of interest to you.
After ten years and five months, with the help
of some very good people, the superintendent
of schools allowed the introduction of the
Holocaust program into the Marion County, Florida school system. By the way it
is a law in Florida to have the Holocaust taught in the schools, but till now they
just barely touched the subject.

Being a German Jew and a Holocaust survivor I know how important it is
that the youngsters of today learn about what happened. Here in Ocala, we had a
“Teach-in” this summer for 30 teachers. The Holocaust resource Center in
Maitland, Fl. And the University of Fl. In Gainesville helped organize this
program. We even brought a specialist to explain about “outsiders.”

In January 2006, we started working to expand the teaching into the
surrounding Counties. The teachers are anxious to learn so they can teach it to
their classes. The high school is planning to have all 9th graders come to one of
my “talks” I have been speaking to churches and schools as a survivor, even
though it is painful I speak to whoever invites me.

Let’s hope God will keep me healthy so that I may continue, and promote the
program further into the schools-after all I am 80 yrs. old!

DNA SHOAH PROJECT SLATED
TO START IN MAY
By Danielle Fried

The creation of The DNA Shoah
Project, a genetic database of those who lost
family during the Holocaust, was
announced recently by 2G activist Syd
Mandelbaum. Mandelbaum, who is the
CEO of an anti-hunger organization, Rock
and Wrap It Up, was a pioneer who
videotaped Holocaust survivors in 1981, an
endeavor that led to the archives at Yale
University and inspired the Shoah
Foundation’s work a decade later. “There
hasn’t been this much excitement about a
‘suvivor’ related project in years,”
Mandelbaum told Together.

Working with him is Michael Hammer,
PhD, a Biotechnology researcher at the
University of Arizona in the Departments
of Anthropology, Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology. Hammer is the Director of the
Genomic Analysis and Technology Core
(GATC) laboratory that will be used for the
project. (Hammer also co-authored the
paper showing that present-day Cohanim
are descended from a single male ancestor.)

In early March, Mandelbaum
announced that James D. Watson, Ph.D.,
Nobel Laureate (1962) and president of
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, had joined the project as advisor.

Said Mandelbaum, “This database, once it is established, will bring the world
together in so many ways. In addition to making it possible for family members
to bury those whose remains are found scattered around Europe and assisting
governments in identifying remains, this project can help war orphans find their
families and help cure disease, too.”

According to the website: http://dnashoah.info/, the DNA is obtained by a
gentle swab of the inner cheek. Says Mandelbaum, “Useful candidates for this
project can come from a cohort of pre-war immigrants, survivors, Second and
Third generation families. There is, however, a nominal cost related to the testing.
I also want to assure everyone that no DNA will be used for medical research
without a family’s written permission.”

In 1994, Mandelbaum headed the American team that proved Anna Anderson
Manahan was not Anastasia. The landmark case was the first to use DNA to
solve historical mysteries.

Contact: sydmandelbaum@att.net for additional information.

PASSOVER GATHERING FOR
POLISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
PLANNED IN THE LAURENTIANS

A special gathering of Polish Holocaust survivors and their families is
going to be held during Passover at Hotel Le Chanticler in St.Adele, in the
Laurentian mountains, 50 minutes Northwest of Montreal. Although the hotel
is open for all of Passover, this special gathering will take place on the “Last
Days” of Yom Tov: 4/18-4/21.

The educational programs and talks for attendees will describe the plight
of Polish Jewry with a specific focus on the Warsaw Ghetto. The uprising
began on April 19. There will be seminars, group discussions, poetry/ book
readings and special prayers, all in the uplifting and positive spirit of “Holiday
of Redemption.” There will also be a special Yizkor service on 4/20, the last
day of Passover, in memory of the martyrs of the Revolt.

There is a 10% discount for Jews who hail from Poland. Orthodox
tradition will be observed, and the food will be prepared to the strictest
standards of kashrut. For additional information contact Rabbi Dr. Nathan
Dovid Rabinowich at NRabinowic@aol.com or call Jewish Heritage Tours
at 888-253-9167 or 718-796-3199. Canadians call 514-924-9447.



TOGETHER 18 visit our website at www.americangathering.com April 2006

NEUMAN FAMIL Y OF HUKLIV O OR
TALAMAS
I am seeking information and present
whereabouts of the Neuman family who lived
in Talamas or Huklivo–two villages that were
in Czechoslovakia ’til 1938 and later a part
of Hungary. I am looking for the children (or

great-grandchildren) of my grandfather Avrohom Neuman’s brother’s family since
I am the only survivor of Avrahom’s family.
Dr. Eugen Schoenfeld
socees@gsu.edu or tuli09@hotmail.com

q
WHERE IS MY MOTHER, ROSA POLLAK?
My name is Sol Factor. I live in Beachwood, Ohio. I was born on June 28, 1946
at the Frauenklinik in Munich, Germany, and given the name Meier Pollak. On
July 14, 1946 I was separated from my natural mother whose name was (is) Rosa
Pollak. In 1947 I was sent to the United States to be adopted. Since 1990 I have
been searching for Rosa. She was born in Orosko or Orosken, Romania, on
February 15, 1924. Her mother’ s maiden last name was Grun. Rosa married
Shaier Pollak on June 7, 1945. According to the hospital records that Rosa gave,
he died in October of 1945. I believe that she and Shaier were being helped by
the Bricha to go to Palestine. According to Rosa’s DP registration card from
Landsberg, there is a notation which says, “Palestine 30/7.” Does anyone know
of Rosa and whether she got to Palestine or where she may be living? If you
know of details of her death I would want this information too.
Sol Factor
s.factor@sbcglobal.net

q
CALL  FOR 2GS ON STATEN ISLAND
Please contact rrubinek@aol.com if you are a 2G living on Staten
Island. The goal is to create a friendly network.

q
AREA OF LENINGORSK
When my mom passed away this past May, she left me an incredible
yerisha — a typed memoir of her experiences during the war years.
I am now researching to learn more and would like to create a
public work of her memoir. My mother was part of an eastbound
transport that departed Poland at the end of November, 1939,
headed for Leninogorsk. Most of them stayed in that area until
May, 1945. My mother was from Lodz and was 14 when she left Poland (she
traveled with her older brother, but the two split up soon after their arrival. He
would die of tuberculosis in Russia two years later). Any and all information
about this era, locale, and especially the people who made this journey is greatly
appreciated.
Linda Kraar
lyndakraar@aol.com

q
STARK
My father, Adrian Stark, and his family were from Berettyoujfalu in Hungary.
His parents were Hermann and Beti Stark, siblings were Bertalan, Moritz and
Ilonka (two more siblings whose names are not known) Ilonka was married to a
Lindenfeld. My father was a sole survivor. He was married to his first wife, Elza
Izrael, born in Romania, who also perished. Any information would be
appreciated…
Eva Stark Sidorsky
eastark@msn.com

q
CHILD OF PARIS
Is there a list of children from France (Paris) who were not killed? I have three
missing cousins from Paris who we believe lived and the two girls became
teachers. Unknown where the family got this info. Or if it is in fact true.
Lewin Family; Abraham and Pauline, Children; Sion, Yentel, Emille.
Abraham Lewin is the son of Pese Lewin (Bloch) from Wsielub or Lyubcha
Belerus.
Contact Rene Lichtman, WFJCSH
Holocaustchild@comcast.net

q
DIRK KROON
Am looking for people who were rescued or hidden by Dirk Kroon in Soest in
Holand during ww2. Dirk Kroon rescued tens of Jews until he himself was killed.
This is very important for me because I am his son who was born after he was
killed. I am trying to figure out what he has done. If anybody knows something
please contact my brother Mordechai Avdiel in Israel.
Contact Rene Lichtman, WFJCSH

Holocaustchild@comcast.net
q

EDELSBURG
I am writing a biographical essay introducing a group of Yiddish poems my
father wrote clandestinely while an inmate at Sachsenhausen in 1944. I am
therefore in pursuit of any information or documentation relating to my father.
He was a Polish citizen, born near Warsaw in Minsk Mazowiecki on March 22,
1907. He may have served at some point prior to the war in the Polish Army (no
proof of this; How can this be ascertained?). As far as I know, at the outbreak of
the war, he was living in Lodz with his wife and child, both of whome were later
killed. His name was Nuchim (Nachum) Edelsburg. He was in the Lodz Ghetto
until 1943 as having lived in the Lodz Ghetto working as a printer). He was then
sent to several camps, in ‘43 including Sachsenhausen as a member of a special
group of counterfeiters working for an SS group hoping to destabilize the British
economy by flooding it with forged Pound Sterling notes (“Operation Bernhard”).
After the war, he eventually returned to Lodz where he worked at a newspaper
(also as a printer) and remarried (to my mother, Gita Halperin) in Sept-Oct. 1945.
He moved to NYC on November 6, 1951. He died in 1984. I am particularly
interested to know if there is any documentary evidence of his involvement in
“Operation Bernhard,” his life in the Lodz Ghetto or his possible service in the
Polish army. I have been advised that turning to the Polish Archives relating to
his native town of Minsk Mazowiecki is both cumbersome and unlikely to yield
any results about his life prior to the War. Do you agree?
Charles Edelsburg
cie100153@aol.com

q
TOWN OF SEVLUS, UK
Does anyone know if the birth, death, marriage, census, taxation,
etc. records of the town of Sevlus (also known as Nod-Sevlus,
Nagy-Sevlus, Nagyszollos, Szollos, Sevluson, Velky-Sevlus,
Bereg, Bialystock (yes, I know- but true) ) in Ugocha County,
currently in the Ukraine and known as Vinogrado is available
online.
Thomas Weiss MD
Respond to allgenerations@aol.com
submitted by Serena Woolrich, founder and director of
Allgenerations, Inc, a non-profit corporation and contributing
editor for Searches for Together.
                                  q

HERSHENFIS/HELISIEWICZ
I want to ask for some help in a search I am making for my mother’s family as a
result of going on the March of the Living in May 2005 and finding a relative I
did not know I had in my own community in greater New Haven, Connecticut.
My mother, Esther Helisiewicz Hershenfis, was born in Dabrowa Gornicza,
Poland, and was one of five sisters raised by her widowed father, Avraham, who
was a butcher. Her family lived in the same house or next door to her mother’s
sister’s family, Furstenfeld, also butchers. I have recently discovered my mother
was liberated from the Volary camp in Czechoslovakia on May 5, 1945. I do
know that she lost a sister the day before liberation. I am looking for any
information that will help me to discover my roots.
Ruth Hershenfis Gross
Respond to allgenerations@aol.com
submitted by Serena Woolrich, founder and director of Allgenerations, Inc, a
non-profit corporation and contributing editor for Searches for Together.

q
SURVIV ORS FROM ASINO LABOR CAMP
From Edna Seaman, a Survivor in Cambridge, Massachusetts:
I am trying to locate survivors who may have information on people of any age
who may have been in labor camp in Asino, near Tomsk /Novosibirsk in 1939-
41. I was there as a child during that period and I am trying to fill in huge gaps in
my memory.
Edna Seaman
Respond to allgenerations@aol.com
submitted by Serena Woolrich, founder and director of Allgenerations, Inc, a
non-profit corporation and contributing editor for Searches for Together.

q
SURVIV ORS FROM MIKULICHIN
From Judith Altmann, a Survivor in Stamford, Connecticut: I had a sister living
in the town of Mikulichin in Mala Polska not far from the Czech border. I am
looking for anybody from that town who survived? Please help.
Respond to allgenerations@aol.com
submitted by Serena Woolrich, founder and director of Allgenerations, Inc. a
non-profit corporation and contributing editor for Searches for Together.

q
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TRZECIAK
I am still trying to find anyone who may remember the transport numbers my
mother and little brother were on: Ilse L. Trzeciak -Salomon Feb 12, 1943 from
Darmstadt to Terezin (Theresienstadt) XVII/2-47 ( DOB 2/19/09)
Peter Israel Trzeciak XVII/2-48 ( DOB 04/10/39)
Then Ilse October 1, 1944 To Auschwitz Em-1447 from Terezin and Peter Em-
1448. I realize it was a long time ago, but I keep hoping that someone may have
been on the same transport or remember something about my mother or brother.
Edith Rogers. Anyone interested in reading my book can get it from Amazon…
“No Childhood.”
Respond to allgenerations@aol.com
submitted by Serena Woolrich, founder and director of Allgenerations, Inc, a
non-profit corporation and contributing editor for Searches for Together.

q
SIEGER/REIFER
My mother, Rose STERN, had two sisters, Mala SIEGER (née REIFER), born
1911, and Hania REIFER, born 1917. The family lived in the village of
Gawluszowice , near Mielec, Poland, and later in nearby Kliszow. By 1920, my
grandparents, Regina (Rivka) FALLEK and Avraham Yakov REIFER, had both
died, leaving six young children. Mala and Hania were sent to live with an uncle
and aunt, Sender and Leah FALLEK, in Tarnow and by the 1930s they lived in
Krakow. Mala, a talented dressmaker, was married to Josef SIEGER, born 1905.
They had a daughter, Renya, born in Krakow in October1936. Her photograph is
at www.graceproducts.com/fmnc/srenya.htm. Any information about the lives
or fate of my aunts and cousin would be greatly appreciated. Please contact
Renée Stern Steinig.
rs1205@gmail.com

q
KOBNER
Looking for people with the last name Kobner, originally from
Kovno, who might be related to Lieb Kobner who is buried in
the cemetary there. No other information is available.
davidlewin@btineternet.com

                         q
OUT OF LONDON, DAVID LEWIN
David Lewin is running the small Search & Unite office out of
London, attempting to help the many who suspect that, despite
the passage of so many years since World War II, someone may
still exist somewhere “out there.” David says, “Another aspect
of our work is locating people with property which was taken away by the State
during the Nazi era and in post World War II Czechoslovakia. In the Czech
Republic today such property can, in many cases, be reclaimed. A further area of
our activities is the research of some particular occurances during, or resulting
from, the Holocaust - which today remain enigmas.” His website is http://
remember.org/unite

q
SEEKING LIBERA TORS
Project seeks veterans who liberated camps. In South Carolina, a search for
liberators. The Holocaust Archives Project of the Jewish Heritage Collection
wants to interview World War II veterans who participated in the liberation of
Nazi death camps and concentration camps. Karen Tannenbaum, field researcher,
said the project also is seeking photographs, documents and other relics related
to the Holocaust for the collection at the College of Charleston Library. “I’d be
happy and eager and willing to talk to anyone who has any firsthand knowledge
(of the Holocaust), or if their parents had firsthand knowledge,” Tannenbaum
said. People interested may call Tannenbaum at (864) 232-4480 or send an e-
mail to ktann@charter.net

q
FOR STORIES ABOUT PETS DURING THE HOLOCAUST
Information wanted: I am interested in any stories about the pets of Holocaust
survivors. If you have a story to tell, or know of a story, please email me at
sbulanda@gmail.com with Holocaust in the subject line. I will contact you in
any way you wish, email, phone, letter, to ask questions and get your story.
contact: sbulanda@gmail.com

q
SEEKING DEPORTEE TO GURS
My purpose in getting on your website was to try and find a particular survivor,
Liselotte Wolf, who was deported to Gurs on Oct. 22, 1940, her mother’s name
was Bertl and I believe her father was Ludwig. She was born between 1938 to
1940.
Herbert Kolb. TheKolbs@worldnet.att.net

q
LUISIA OSIASKOWSKA EIMER
Email leontyna28@aol.com

After losing my whole family in 1942 in Lask
Ghetto, I was sent to Lodz Ghetto, where by
sheer luck, I was chosen by Chaim
Rumkowski to be one of ten girls and ten boys
as his foster children. We lived in a small
house on Marysin. The group was taken care
of by a “House mother” who decided that
each girl shall take care of one boy, wash and mend his clothing. My responsibility
was Macks (Max) who was born in Germany. He survived the war. I received in
1948 a letter from him from Cyprus. No further contact. I’m searching for anyone
from Rumkowski’s Foster children.

q
SEEKING BULGARIAN JEWISH PAR TISANS
The Jewish Partisan Educational Foundation (JPEF) is looking for surviving
Jewish partisans who were active in the resistance movement in Bulgaria.
Additionally, JPEF is looking for photographs or other archival documents from
Bulgarian partisans as well.
JPEF develops free educational materials for Jewish and secular students on the
Jewish partisans. For more information, please contact JPEF at 415.563.2244 or
mail 2107 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 302, San Francisco, CA 94109. Email at
partisans@jewishpartisans.org. The website is www.jewishpartisans.org.

   q
JEWISH PUBLIC SCHOOL IN MUNICH
On January2 3, 2006, the Jewish community in Munich, under the leadership of
president Charlotte Knobloch, opened an exhibition of Jewish Youth in Munich,
former and present youth. The Jewish community in Munich, now consisting of

about 10,000 citizens, which makes it the second largest Jewish
community in Germany, is holding this exhibition in the Jewish
Museum, Reichenbachstrasse 7, from 23 January to 27 April. In
memory of the Jewish youth from pre-war times, the exhibition
features the Poesie album of Inge Goldstein under the motto
“...Traurigsein kommt sowieso” and a history of the classmates
who wrote into her album. Hugo Holzmann, a surviving member
of her class and contributor to this exhibition, would like to get in
touch with any former member of the Jewish Public School in
Munich.
Hugo W. Holzmann, Solana Beach, CA
respond amgathtogether@aol.com

q
JOZEF HENDLER
Enclosed is a photograph of my brother, Jozef
Hendler, marching in a Bund parade. I do not know
the identity of the other people in the photo. My
brother was a printer and lithographer. My father
was Kopel Hendler from Bendzin. My mother’s
name was Andzia Hendler, nee Wekselman, born
in Chestochowa. My other brother was Romek
Hendler, I am the youngest, Henia Aitchison, nee
Hendler, born in Warsaw on December 23, 1926.
Our very last address was in the Warsaw Ghetto:
Gensia 39.
Henia Aitchison. Contact amgathtogether@aol.com

q
MOSHE SCHACHTER
I am searching for my Great Uncle Moshe Schachter’s children. He came to the
United States from Kivyashd, Czechoslovakia about 1915, to either Scranton,
PA or Wilkes Barre, PA. His father’s name was Avrohom Baruch Schachter. His
wife’s name was Reizel. The last time I saw him was about 1958. My cousins
might be able to answer some questions about my Schachter family. I myself am
a Holocaust survivor from France. My mother died in Auschwitz, my father in
Mauthausen concentration camps. I came to the United States in 1946.
Liliane Schachter. Contact amgathtogether@aol.com

q
THE GIRLS!
In the book “The boys” written by Martin Gilbert and first published about
ten years ago in England, a few girls are mentioned in addition to the boys
who survived Concentration Camps. There are now moves afoot to trace
and interview girls who also survived. If you are a girl-camp survivor and
were 18 years of age or younger in 1945, please get in touch with either
Joanna Millan by e-mail: jomillan@blueyonder.co.uk ,
or by writing to Katherine Klinger, c/o The Wiener Library,
4 Devonshire Street, London W1W 5BH, England
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An
Appeal
to Our

Readers

For years we have been disseminating our publication, Together, free of charge to
survivors, descendants, and the Jewish community at large. It has been our contribu-
tion to the clarion call to “never forget” and to offer our readers as much information
as we can gather to reflect the current state of affairs of Holocaust-related issues. But
as with all things, our resources dwindle. And so, we have come to ask for support
from our readers to help defray the costs of production and mailing. Please make a
meaningful, tax deductible contribution payable to the “American Gathering” and
forward it to the address below. Thank you.

send to: American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
  122 West 30th Street, Suite 205
  New York, NY 10001

Name:
______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:
____________________________________________________________________________________
City: State: Zip: Phone:
____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount of contribution: $
____________________________________________________________________________________

Our records
consist of
175,000

survivors,
the only

database of its
kind worldwide.

Special “Matzevah Marker”
Available for Survivors’ Graves

Survival has placed upon us the
responsibility of making sure that the
Holocaust is remembered forever. Each
of us has the sacred obligation to share
this task while we still can. However,
with the passage of each year, we realize
that time is against us, and we must
make sure to utilize all means for future
remembrance.

A permanent step toward achieving
this important goal can be realized by
placing a unique and visible maker on
the gravestone of every survivor. The
most meaningful symbol for this
purpose is our Survivor logo, inscribed
with the words HOLOCAUST

SURVIVOR. This simple, yet dramatic,
maker will re-affirm our uniqueness and
our place in history for future generations.

Our impressive MATZEVAH marker is
now available for purchase. It is cast in solid
bronze, measuring 5x7 inches, and can be
attached to new or existing tombstones.
The cost of each marker is $100.00.
Additional donations are gratefully
appreciated.

Let us buy the marker now and leave
instructions in our wills for its use. This
will enable every one of us to leave on this
earth visible proof of our miraculous
survival and an everlasting legacy of the
Holocaust.

Name ____________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________

City ____________________________State _______ Zip __________

Number of Markers ___________________

Total Amount Enclosed ________________

The cost of each marker is US $100
including shipping & handling.
Make checks payable to:
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
and mail to:
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
122 West 30th Street
New York, NY 10001
Please allow sixty (60) days for delivery.


